
 

 

Drought Update 
With drought conditions deepening across most of Somali, lowland areas of Oromia, and parts of SNNP, Tigray and Afar regions, the 
Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) has presented revised humanitarian requirements for the emergency 
response in Somali, Oromia and SNNPR over the next two months. Accordingly, some US$ 75 million is required to fund the drought 
response in the three regions over the next two months (April and May 2011), including $44.9 million for food aid for 2 million people; 
$5.2 million for targeted supplementary feeding (TSF) in response to moderate acute malnutrition; $10.3 million for livestock supports; 
$8.3 million for water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), particularly water trucking; and $6.3 million for health and treatment of severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM). DRMFSS noted that these figures represent revised requirements only for the corresponding geographic and 
thematic elements of the 2011 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) launched in February 2011; for other parts of the country 
/ sectors of response, the original HRD figures remain valid. DRMFSS also indicated that the next national needs assessment would be 
moved up to early May in view of the deteriorating situation in both the drought affected and belg (short rains in some highland areas)-
receiving parts of the country. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et & ocha-eth@un.org 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Response 
In Oromia Region, a total of 1.2 million people in 43 woredas of East Hararghe, West Hararghe, Bale, West Arsi, Borena and Guji 
zones are now drought-affected, according to UNICEF, while in Somali region, around 1.1 million people across the region’s 52 
woredas have been affected. In Tigray region, the drought-affected population has increased from 31,000 to 54,000 individuals. In Afar, 
critical water shortages are reported to have forced people to move to neighboring woredas in search of water and pasture. Meanwhile, 
the WASH sector response to the drought continues to focus on two complementary actions: water trucking and 
rehabilitation/maintenance of water supplies. In Oromia, of the 160 trucks required, 97 trucks are delivering water to the affected 
communities, with an additional 27 trucks to be deployed shortly. However, gaps in the response have been reported in Bale zone. In 
Somali Region, despite the deployment of 262 trucks by the government, UNICEF and NGOs including OWDA, ADRA (local NGOs), 
ACPA, Save the Children US and Save the Children UK, COOPI, ACF, CHF, Oxfam GB, Danish Refugee Council and Mercy Corps, 
more trucks are needed to meet the basic needs of the affected population. Importantly, intensive rehabilitation work by the four mobile 
repair teams fielded by UNICEF and the Government of Spain have resulted in 169 of the 185 viable boreholes across the region now 
being functional. Yet, these boreholes remain overstretched, with trucks queuing for hours to fill their tanks. New concerns are also 
arising regarding the reducing yield of some boreholes, which is likely to result in increased waiting timing, unless additional boreholes 
are urgently commissioned. The regional government plans to equip and operationalize up to 43 unused boreholes around the region. 
To improve coordination at regional level and facilitate timely response, partners have agreed to institute weekly WASH emergency 
task force meetings. For more information, contact the WASH Task Force: abebeguluma@yahoo.com & kmcdonald@unicef.org 
 

Nutrition Update and Response 
Admissions to Therapeutic Feeding Programmes (TFPs) are reported to be increasing in most La Niña/drought-affected woredas of 
Somali and Oromia as of end-March, according to updates received from nutrition. Reports of increasing TFP admissions have also 
been received from some non-La Niña-affected woredas of SNNPR due to the failure of the potato harvest in areas where sweet and 
Irish potatoes are important bridging foods during the lean season (April to June). While regional TFP admission trends for March have 
not yet been received at the federal level, the February analysis indicates that the number of woredas with increasing TFP admissions 
in Oromia more than doubled (from 7 to 16) from January. An increase in TFP admissions in the first quarter of the year is unusual, as 
admissions are usually relatively stable during this period. Thus, while TFP services are already being provided in most La Niña-
affected woredas, the evolving nutrition situation calls for the urgent initiation of TFP services in areas where they do not exist and 
strengthening in those without sufficient capacity. Meanwhile, six nutrition surveys were conducted in hotspot woredas of Afar (2) and 
Oromia (4) in February / March 2011. The results of the survey in Dalifage (Afar) and Bule Hora (Oromia) indicated ‘serious’ nutrition 
situations, while the situation in Telalak (Afar) was ‘poor’. The other three surveys in Oromia (Abaya, Borena zone; and Habro and 
Boke, West Harerge) returned ‘normal’ results. The crude and under-five mortality rate in all six surveys were within national and 
Sphere standards. Continuation and initiation of nutrition response is recommended in Dalifage (by Save the Children US) and Bule 
Hora (GOAL) respectively. 
 

DRMFSS issued the revised national hotspot woreda list, which reflects a 62 per cent increase in the number of priority 1 woredas, 
from 77 in December 2010 to 128 in March 2011. The number of priority 2 and 3 hotspot woredas decreased slightly, from 123 to 107 
and 103 to 98 respectively. The highest increase in priority 1 woredas was noted in Oromia and Somali regions, due to the impact of 
the La Niña-inducted drought, while the decrease in priority 2 and 3 came as a result of woredas changing status to priority 1. Over 76 
per cent of the 90 La Niña-affected woredas in Somali, Oromia and SNNPR are classified as priority 1. Overall, the number of woredas 
included in the hotspot list increased slightly, from 303 in December to 330 in March. For more information, contact: 
isaackmanyama@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Health Response 
Between 4 and 10 April, 174 new cases of measles (none fatal) were reported from 16 woredas of Oromia (East Shewa, North Shewa, 
Jimma and West Harerge zones), SNNPR (South Omo zone, and Alaba and Konso Special Woredas), and Amhara (North Gonder 
zone). Some 74 per cent (129 cases) were reported from Oromia, nearly 24 per cent (41 cases) from SNNPR and 2 per cent (4 cases) 
from Amhara. Meanwhile, no new cases of meningitis were reported, while case management and mass vaccination in response to the 
already-reported cases is ongoing. An epidemic-level outbreak of malaria was reported in Wolayita zone (SNNPR), with a build-up in 
cases observed in Alaba Special Woreda and Hadiya zone. WHO is providing technical support in the investigation and management 
of reported outbreaks and the public health emergency management has deployed a mission to affected areas. As previously reported, 
a team is currently in Borena zone (Oromia) to assess reported health hazards related to the drought.  For more information, contact: 
who-wro@et.afro.who.int 


