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Highlights: 

� The situation in Libya continues to be precarious with continued fierce fighting between the 

rebels and pro- Gaddafi forces. The city of Misrata continues to be under siege for the 

seventh consecutive week. The number of internally displaced persons inside Libya is 

reportedly rising, although no exact figures are available. 

 

� UNICEF, in news note issued on 11 April, called for an immediate end to the siege of 

Misrata, warning that tens of thousands of children were at risk in the conflict-ridden city. 

Intensified fighting and indiscriminate shelling has led to an increased number of children 

being killed in Misrata, with many others lacking food and safe water, traumatized from the 

atrocities they have witnessed. UNICEF has now verified that children as young as 9 

months have been killed in Misrata, with at least 21 child deaths and many more injuries, 

due to shrapnel from mortars and tanks, and bullet wounds.  

 

� The humanitarian cargo ship docked at Misrata on 7 April, carrying food, medical supplies, 

doctors and other relief items. In doing so it opened up a new humanitarian lifeline to 

civilians trapped in the Libyan conflict. The ship delivered UNICEF supplies which included 

emergency health kits and surgical material that will cover the urgent needs for 30,000 

people for a month. UNICEF also sent in obstetric surgical kits, food rations, midwifery kits 

and hygiene kits. In addition UNICEF provided play kits for children, so as to enable them 

to stay in the relative safety of indoors.  

 

� UNICEF is also responding to needs in eastern Libya through the delivery of health kits 

and hygiene kits for the benefit of tens of thousands of affected and displaced people, 

through partnerships with NGOs present in Benghazi.  

 

� According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 501,240 people have fled Libya to neighbouring 

countries as 11 April, of which 239,078 people have fled to Tunisia, 199,700 to Egypt, 

36,580 to Niger, 14,126 to Algeria 6,219 to Chad, 2,800 to Sudan, and in total 1,922 

migrants have arrived by boat in Italy, as well as 815 in Malta. 38,129 Libyans have 

crossed the borders since 1 April.  

 

� UNICEF, through the updated Regional Flash Appeal disseminated on 1 April, has 

increased its funding requirement by US$ 4,850,000, to US$ 13,030,000. To date 29 per 

cent of the revised amount has been received (excluding pledges).  
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Source of map: OCHA, Situation Report, 12 April, 2011 

Overview  

 

� The humanitarian situation inside 

Libya continues to deteriorate, tens 

of thousands of children living in the 

besieged city of Misrata since 

several weeks are experiencing the 

trauma of bombing and shelling, 

shortages of water and other 

necessities. Schools continue to be 

closed and conflict affected children 

have no opportunities to engage in 

social activities.  

� The numbers of IDPs is increasing 

as people flee the intense fighting. 

Families are mostly absorbed by 

host families, leading to an 

increased need for family 

resources.  

� Landmines and Explosive 

Remnants of War (ERW) pose a 

serious threat to children and their 

families in different parts of Libya. 

UNICEF is expecting to collaborate 

with Handicap International (HI) in 

the implementation of an emergency 

Mine Risk Education project in Libya 

� Security concerns continue to hinder widespread access by humanitarian and international 

partners, and some are establishing presence in western cities. The ICRC is currently engaged in 

talks with Libyan authorities to discuss the establishment of a presence in areas where hostilities 

are ongoing.   

� According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 501,240 people have fled Libya to neighbouring 

countries as of 11 April, of which 239,078 people have fled to Tunisia, 199,700 to Egypt, 36,580 

to Niger, 14,126 to Algeria6,219 to Chad, 2,800 to Sudan, and in total 1,922 migrants have 

arrived by boat in Italy, and  815 in Malta.  38,129 Libyans have crossed the borders since 1 April.  

� The total population stranded in Salloum, Egypt has fluctuated between 3,000 and 4,000 people 

over the last few weeks. Thanks to increased repatriation efforts by IOM, the current population 

has dropped to 1,800 on 12 April. The number of women and children has decreased from 170 

women and 200 children on-site on 10 April to 66 and 61 on 12 April.  

� As of 12 April 2011, UNHCR puts the number of people residing in Tunisia transit camps at 8,275 

people.  This number includes individuals who reside at the Shousha camp (5,444), the UAE 

camp (1,088) and the IFRC camp (1,743). There are currently an estimated 900 children in the 

three camps. A total of 10 babies have been born in the camps since the beginning of the crisis.   

 

Inter-Agency Collaboration, Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

� The HCT for Libya continues to operate from Cairo. The UNICEF Emergency Response Team 

(ERT) working from Cairo is ready for deployment to Libya as soon as access is permitted.  

� The cluster approach activated for the Libya response includes the following sectors: Emergency 

telecommunications, Food Security, Health, Logistics, Protection, Shelter/non-food items, and 
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WASH. UNICEF is to take the lead of the WASH cluster and initially co-lead the protection cluster 

with UNHCR.  

� On Sunday 10 April, a joint team comprised of Ministry of Public Health, UNICEF, WHO, and 

UNCHR carried out a joint assessment in the south of Tunisia covering Dhibat, Remada and 

Tatouine to coordinate with partners the planning of health and WASH services for the Libyan 

refugees arriving into Tunisia. Key findings include: the WASH facilities currently available at the 

camp are not adequate, the influx of refugees is having a serious impact on the capacity of the 

local health structures to cope with the current number of refugees and will need additional 

support in terms of funding and personnel. The findings were discussed during the WASH and 

health coordination meeting on 11 April seeking to develop a plan of action.  

� At the Egyptian Salloum border, UNICEF will participate in an assessment on the absorption 

capacity of the coastal host communities to accommodate the Libyans planned by UNHCR. 

� In addition to ensuring a coordinated WASH response, UNICEF remains a key player in ensuring 

the protection of women and children in both Tunisia and Egypt cross-border settings, and is 

leading the Child Protection sub-sector group at Shousha camp. The UNICEF-led mental health 

and psycho-social support coordination group with IOM, continues to meet daily after the general 

coordination meetings.  

� UN Coordination meetings now take place three times weekly on the Tunisian and Egypt border-

crossings; Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays(Tunisia), and Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday 

(Egypt). An inter-agency Protection Group (UNHCR, ECHO and UNICEF) continues to meet at 

the Salloum border-crossing twice a week (Tuesday and Saturday).  A WASH working group with 

UNICEF as the lead agency continues to meet at the Salloum border crossing on Wednesdays.  

 

Humanitarian Needs and UNICEF Response 

Libya 

The Libya crisis started out as an emergency mainly affecting male migrants.  The protracted situation 

and the intensified fighting have however urged more and more women and children to flee Libya. 

The number of internally displaced persons inside Libya is reportedly rising, although no exact figures 

are available.  

Tens of thousands of children living in the besieged city of Misrata since several weeks are now 

experiencing the trauma of bombing and shelling, shortages of water and other necessities. There 

have been consistent reports of sniper fire hitting children in Misrata. Based on information from 

doctors working in Misrata, 21 children have been killed by mortar shelling and bullets and many more 

have been wounded. The presence of landmines, abandoned munitions and unexploded ordnances 

inside Libya pose a serious threat to civilians including children
1
. Children’s long enforced 

confinement indoors – and hence out of school – necessitates psychological relief from the conflict.  

The IMC reports that medications for anesthesia, hypertension, heart problems, wide-spectrum 

antibiotics and morphine have almost run out and are urgently needed in Misrata hospitals as 

supplies are utilized at a fast rate due to the ongoing fighting. 

                                                             
1
 UNICEF is very concerned about the number of Landmines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) that pose a great threat 

to children and their families in Libya. There have been reliable reports that Eastern Libya is “littered with massive amounts 

of unexploded ordnance, abandoned and unsecured weapons and munitions, and recently-laid landmines” (HRW 5 April). 
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Inter-agency assessment 

The inter-agency assessment team, including two UNICEF staff, one WASH officer and one Child 

Protection officer, visited Tobruk, Darna and Benghazi between 8 and 12 April. Initial findings indicate 

that substantiate needs exist in terms of immediate response in eastern Libya, with a three-pronged 

focus between a) IDPs support needs ; b) Significant protection and child protection needs of the 

overall population (psycho-social and Mine Risk Education prominently so) ; c) Significant needs to 

support sustained essential service provision, as most systems were extremely centralized around 

Tripoli, leading to lack of cash, know-how and key supplies to support essential service provision. This 

includes dangers of gaps in vaccine provision, as well as essential drugs, spare parts and chemicals 

in urban WASH systems running.  A more detailed mission report is to follow.  

 

UNICEF response 

UNICEF is currently responding to needs inside Libya though partnerships with NGOs present in 

Benghazi, namely International Medical Corps (IMC), Save the Children, ACTED and the Libyan Red 

Crescent Society.  The delivery of health kits for the benefit of 60,000 persons in Benghazi is ongoing 

through IMC and hygiene kits covering the needs of another 15,000 persons are being distributed.  

Discussions are ongoing with the scout movement to support protection and psycho-social activities in 

and around Benghazi.  UNICEF is further expected to collaborate with Handicap International (HI) in 

the implementation of an emergency Mine Risk Education project in Libya.  UNICEF and HI will 

provide important information and safety messages to at-risk populations through mass media, 

outreach and printed materials and will also carry out injury surveillance.  Discussions with IRD are 

also ongoing relating to the provision of psychosocial support. UNICEF supported SCF to carry out a 

Child Protection Needs Assessment Training in Egypt (9-11 April) in view of response inside Libya. 

The participants are expected to have acquired knowledge and skills in needs assessment and child 

protection in emergencies in order to carry out a rapid child protection needs assessment in Libya 

once access is possible.   

Human Resources 

The fully functional UNICEF Libya team, operating from Cairo, consists of eight staff, including Team 

Leader, Emergency Coordinator, Chief of Operations, Chief of Communications, Child Protection and 

WASH specialists, Security officer, and Admin/Ops specialist. The team is likely to extend to ten in the 

coming week with the expected arrival of an Education and ICT specialists. As soon as access to 

Libya is granted, UNICEF will deploy the team in Benghazi, and will constitute the program 

management and operational hub for program outreach within Libya. If and when feasible, such direct 

presence from UNICEF in Libya will then be extended to Tripoli.  

 

Tunisia 

According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 239,078 people have fled to Tunisia as of 11 April. As all 

people are not crossing at the official entry points, it is difficult to know exactly how many people have 

entered Tunisia. As of 12 April 2011, an estimated 8,275 people are staying at the Tunisia border 

camps.  This number includes individuals who reside at the Shousha camp (5,444), the UAE camp 

(1,088) and the IFRC camp (1,743). This is a reduction of almost 2,000 persons during the reporting 

period.  As of 10 April, an estimated 900 children were staying at the camps. 

UNICEF continues to lead the WASH sector in Tunisia, addressing areas of hygiene promotion, water 

supply, excreta disposal, monitoring and solid waste management. Other working group partners are 
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Meriama, a newborn Somali baby, sleeps in her mother’s arms, at a 

field hospital in a transit camp near the Tunisian border with Libya. 

The baby was born only hours before. The camp hosts third-country 

nationals who had been living in Libya. 

the Tunisian Ministry of Health (MoH), the Army, Municipality of Ben Guerdane and International 

NGOs (IFRC, IRC, IMC, ICRC, SIF, ACF, SCF, Italian Cooperation. Updates on camps:  

� There are currently 442 people in a Youth Centre in Dhiba (an increase of 172 people over the 

last two days) including an estimated 102 women and 102 children.   There are also 109 people 

in Tatouine.   

� A new camp containing 4-5 families in a centre has been reported in Douiret. This is being 

verified by the Regional Director for Health 

� The plan is to offer camp facilities at Remda for those that wish to stay in a camp and at present 

130 tents have been set up by UNHCR for an estimated population of 780 people. 

 

Child Protection 

UNICEF’s team of psychologists and social workers continue to conduct family visits in the three 

camps (323 since the beginning), and have thus far detected 37 cases of vulnerable women and 

children, including 8 disabled children.  

� With UNICEF support, 14 out of 33 

unaccompanied and separated 

children have been reunified with 

their families since the beginning of 

the crisis. UNICEF continues to 

coordinate with UNHCR, IOM, the 

Ministry of Women and the Ministry 

of Social affairs to ensure that all 

unaccompanied minors are 

provided with safe shelter, 

protection, as well as expedited 

reunification and travel procedures.  

� A standard birth registration 

process has been put in place in 

coordination with the Ben 

Guerdane hospital to ensure all 

new born babies are registered and 

provided with birth certificates.   

� UNICEF is advocating with the 

Ministry of Women on the deployment of specialized psychologists to the camps to follow up on 

the cases of children with physical disability, autism and Down syndrome. 

� The Child Friendly Space at Shousha Camp continues to receive around 35 children on a daily 

basis. 

WASH 

� UNICEF continues to lead the WASH sector and is expanding its support to the MoH for 

sanitation activities in Shousha and Ras Jdir camps; two contracts were signed between MoH 

and a private company for the cleaning and disinfection of UNICEF-MoH installed sanitary 

facilities, and vector control activities including disinfection, desensitisation (including 

scorpions) and derealisation as well as snake bite prevention. 

� The joint needs assessment between UNICEF, the Ministry of Public Health, WHO and UNHCR 

carried out on 10 April in the south of Tunisia covering Dhibat, Remada and Tatouine found that 

the WASH facilities currently available at the camp need improvement. Unofficial figures suggest 
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that over that over 4,000 people have crossed from Libya into the south of Tunisia, and another 

10,000 people are anticipated to arrive over the coming weeks.  

� In response to the identified needs in southern Tunisia, UNICEF is planning to support the Youth 

Centre in Dhiba with 3 showers, 200 hygiene kits and will provide 10 chemical latrines as a short-

term solution for use in both the Youth Centre in Dhibat and the camp in Remda. UNHCR will 

ensure the construction of pit latrines. 

� As part of the WASH sector plan to replace emergency latrines by Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) 

latrines in Shousha, UNICEF is assessing the possibility to install at least 50 VIP latrines in 

Shousha trough WASH partners. 

� The current priority for the WASH sector is to trigger the second phase response by replacing 

emergency type sanitary facilities with more durable solutions as requested by the Camp 

Coordination and Management Group, who anticipates that the Shousha camp will shift from 

transit camp for migrants to community camps as certain nationalities such as Somalis and 

Eritreans cannot return home. A plan is currently being developed. 

Health/Nutrition  

 

� The total number of consultation to date stands at 98,410. 

� With UNICEF support, a MoH mobile team will conduct weekly (Tuesdays) vaccination visits in 

four camps according to the Tunisian calendar for children and pregnant women.  All 

unvaccinated children from 9 months to 14 years old will be vaccinated for measles.  

� An emergency health kit for 1,000 people for 3 months has been provided by UNICEF to the 

Regional Health authorities by WHO for the hospital in Dhiba. 

� The advanced medical post at the border needs health staff. The NGO MERLIN is looking into 

supporting the MoH on this issue. 

Partnerships 

UNICEF has signed a partnership agreement with Save the Children Fund (SCF) to provide 

assistance to up to 1,600 families in need of support in the camps. The agreement covers 

breastfeeding promotion and support to infants and young children, screening and referral for health 

and nutrition, newborn care messaging and newborn kit distribution to pregnant women, camp 

sanitation maintenance and cleaning, baby bathing and laundry support, construction and 

maintenance of latrines, hygiene promotion, Child Friendly Spaces for pre and primary school aged 

children and  psychosocial support, as well as Early Childhood Development activities as well as the 

set-up of  temporary learning centres for school age children. 

Supplies 

� Medical and WASH items received during the period, include water purification tablets, 

baby/infant anthropometric tools, emergency health kit, oral rehydration salts, electronic scales 

for mother/child, light weight 42m² tents and water level meter. 

� 10,000 blankets and 2,000 collapsible jerry-cans were dispatched to the Tunisian Red Cross 

(CTR) for further distribution to the migrants in Shousha camp. Blankets might also be distributed 

in the new Libyan camp in Rmeda if needed. 

 

Human Resources 

 

UNICEF maintains the presence of one Emergency Coordinator, one WASH Coordinator, one 

Communications Officer, one supply and logistics officer and one finance assistance on-site.  The 

team is complemented by four psychologists and three social workers.  
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“Reassure your children to make them feel safe” says one of the 

UNICEF posters on the wall in the family hall. A series of posters with 

child protection and hygiene related messages have been developed 

in three languages by the UNICEF Egypt country office.  

Egypt 

According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 

199,700 people have fled to Egypt, and the 

total population stranded in Salloum has 

fluctuated between 3,000 and 4,000 

people over the last week. Thanks to 

increased repatriation efforts by IOM, the 

current population has decreased to 1,800 

on 12 April. The number of women and 

children has decreased accordingly, from 

170 women and 200 children on-site on 10 

April to 66 and 61 respectively on the 12 

April. The reduction in numbers of children 

and families permits reorganization of the 

shelter.  The lack of substantiated 

information coming from Libya on the 

potential upcoming caseload however 

makes planning of programmes and 

services challenging. 

 

Child protection 

 

Four UNICEF supported animators continue to engage children in early child development and 

recreational activities within the child friendly space. Another four social workers continuously attend 

to children and women in the area to make sure they get any support needed.  

UNICEF is discussing with IOM about the opening of a second Child Friendly Space in the IOM Hall. 

In an additional effort to protect women and children, Egyptian authorities with advocacy support from 

UNICEF is also making sure that persons transiting to Libya are no longer allowed inside the family 

hall, and systematic screening of families arriving for need for psychosocial support continues. 

� The site has been screened to make sure that no families were staying without shelter. 

� UNICEF together with CRS, ERC and UNHCR continues to support families in the Departure Hall, 

the Customs Duty Hall and the trucking station area through the provision of food, hygiene kits 

and other NFIs.   

� Four additional social workers were trained and started working on 13 April, which brings the total 

number of social workers to eight.  

� UNICEF continues to work with the ICRC to address the situation of unaccompanied minors.  

� One of the major challenges remains the organization of activities for women.  

WASH 

 

� UNICEF maintains the100, 000 litres of water supply to the facility. Salloum Water Station 

increased the chlorine level in the water as a protective measure. Check-ups of the internal water 

distribution pipe network started on 13 April with UNICEF support. 

� UNICEF continues to work with local contractor to maintain the environment that is acceptably 

uncontaminated by solid waste. 

� UNICEF will put up two additional mobile toilets at the Marsa Matrouh Airport.  
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Health/Nutrition 

 

UNICEF, in cooperation with the MoH team, continues its immunization campaigns, and has 

conducted a round on 31 March, during which 86 children under 5 years (34 boys, 52 girls) received 

vaccinations for OPV, DPT-Hib B, and MMR. Another round was conducted on 12 April where 19 

children under 5 were immunized for OPV, DPT-Hib, and MMR. 

 

� UNICEF continues to provide regular milk for a number of needy children and pregnant mothers.  

� UNICEF also provides complementary food (CERELAC) to support children over 6 months as 

required. 

� Five diabetic patients were tested for glucose level, medically assisted and were counselled for 

food and nutrition, and seven Palestinian families were medically assessed.  

� Two women were counselled for breastfeeding. 

� UNICEF helped a nine months pregnant woman to be examined by MoHP obs. & gyn. specialist. 

Contact with IOM was made to prioritize her for evacuation 

� UNICEF continues to screen immigrants in coordination with CRS-CARITAS, many patients were 

given medical support and some were referred to MoHP specialists. 

 

Human Resources 

 

UNICEF maintains the presence of one Team Coordinator, one Health Office, one WASH specialist, 

one expert on psycho-social support on-site in Salloum. One Child Protection Officer joined the team 

on 12 April. Four social workers start on 13 April to provide additional support to families. Four male 

animators (scouts) for adolescent recreation activities are to join the team shortly. 

 

Funding 

 

To provide a well coordinated regional response to the Libya crisis and ensure regional level 

preparedness, UNICEF, through the updated Regional Flash Appeal disseminated on 1 April, has 

increased its funding requirement by US$ 4,850,000, to US$ 13,030,000. To date 29 per cent of the 

revised amount has been received (excluding pledges).  

 

Date of next Situation Report: 20 April 

For more information, please contact: 

Thomas Davin 

Team Leader 

UNICEF Libya 

 

Tel: +962.6.5502.411 

Fax: +962.6.553.88.80 

Email: tdavin@unicef.org 

Maria Luisa Fornara 

Representative 

UNICEF Tunis 

 

Tel: + 216-71-802-700  

Fax: + 216-71-793-001  

E-mail: mlfornara@unicef.org   

Philippe Duamelle 

Representative 

UNICEF Egypt 

 

Tel: + 20 2 2526 5083 – 87 

Tel : + 20 2 2526 4218 

Email : pduamelle@unicef.org 

 

 

 


