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Since the Operation Olive Branch was commenced, 
The Republic of Turkey Ministry of Interior Disaster 
and Emergency Management Authority (AFAD), 
Turkish Red Crescent and other Turkish NGOs have 
delivered humanitarian aid to the people in acute 
need living in 337 di�erent locations of Afrin. 

Over 300,000 civilians have bene�ted from 
humanitarian aid that has been provided by Turkish 
humanitarian agencies including 170,332 food 
packages, each enough to sustain a family for a 
month, over 2,3 million hot meals, 536 tons of fruits 
and vegetables and 624 thousand liters of drinking 
water in Afrin since January 29,2018. 

Furthermore, Turkish humanitarian agencies have 
sustained urgent needs of civilians by providing 
2,065 tons of �our, 212,579 core relief items 
including matrasses, blankets, hygiene kits, clothes, 
packages of diapers for children/elderly/disabled 
and 46,551 non-food items. Additionally, 
approximately 6 million bundles of bread have 
been delivered to the people in Afrin. 

Turkey’s Humanitarian Response 

Situational Overview

Ever since the Operation Olive Branch was launched by the Republic of Turkey in the end of January, 
substantial amount of humanitarian aid has been delivered under the coordination of AFAD to the areas 
that formerly occupied by terrorist groups. The liberation of the centrum of Afrin from terrorist groups 
by Free Syrian Army �ghters with the support of the Turkish Armed Forces enabled national and 
international humanitarian agencies to deliver humanitarian aid to civilians.

Even though the overall situation is getting better gradually, the region still su�ers from the negative 
impacts of di�erent terrorist groups such as ISIS, PKK and PKK-a�liated groups. It has been reported by 
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the locals that PKK militants targeted Azaz region with howitzers which resulted in a large number of 
injuries of civilians. It’s also reported that PKK tries to persuade young males to join them via employment 
proposals with high salaries and manipulating the sheikhs in region.

As a result of the operations and humanitarian activities of Turkey, living conditions in Syria amended 
which led voluntary returns from Turkey to Syria. According to the Minister of Interior Suleyman Soylu, 
over 255.000 Syrians have turned back to the Operation Euphrates Shield and Operation Olive Branch 
regions from Turkey. 

Moreover, Turkey who embraced the Syrian migration crisis and civil war from the very beginning of the 
issue, has managed various top level meetings. Speaking for late 2018, Turkey headed several top-level 
meetings with the United States, Russia, Germany, France, and Iran. Following the Astana Syria Talks, the 
president level meeting between Russia and Turkey on Syrian peace held in Sochi. Setting up a 
demilitarized zone between the present governmental forces and the rebels in Idlib, it’s believed by both 
parties that a potential humanitarian crisis is thereby prevented. Being the guarantor state of the Sochi 
Memorandum of Understanding, Turkey ensured the lay down of arms in the frontline as of October.

Following the meeting in Sochi, Turkey hosted another summit on Syrian peace in Istanbul with the head 
of the states of Germany, France and Russia. The summit focused on stabilizing the compromise reached 
in Sochi and assuring the cease�re permanently. The leaders displayed su�cient interest on peaceful 
settlements and argued that the solution of Syrian dispute lies under not only military means but also 
diplomatic means. The leaders also unanimously agreed to continue their mutual policies of 
counterterrorism against any terrorist entity recognized by the United Nations Security Council.

*Operation Olive Branch is being carried out under the framework of Turkey’s rights based on 
international law, UN Security Council resolutions, its self-defence rights under the UN Charter and with 
full respect to Syria's territorial integrity. 
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