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This Regional Analysis of the Syria 
conflict (RAS) is a ‘light’ version of the 
March RAS and provides information on 
key developments during the month of 
April while continuing to highlight the 
priority concerns. 

The next full version of the RAS will be 
published on 30 May.  The next light 
version will be in August. 

The RAS seeks to bring together information 
from all sources in the region and provide 
holistic analysis of the overall Syria crisis.  
The Syria Needs Analysis Project welcomes 
all information that could complement this 
report.  For more information, comments or 

questions please email SNAP@ACAPS.org.  
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Overview  

Within Syria fighting is reported in all governorates except in As Sweida and 
Tartous, with conflict reigniting in Hama after a lull of six months.  Intense fighting 
in Dar’a has seen opposition forces secure access to Jordan while indiscriminate 
attacks on densely populated areas continue, particularly in the urban centres of 
Aleppo, Dar’a, Idleb and around the city of Damascus.   

Humanitarian access to the affected population is decreasing for international 
organisations as bureaucratic obstacles and insecurity hamper access.  
Meanwhile the overall humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate, with an 
estimated 6.8 million people in need of support a third of whom are in Aleppo 
governorate.  Human rights violations are, reportedly, on the increase. 

With recent assessments shedding a clearer picture of needs in many areas, the 
need to significantly increase the delivery of humanitarian items, especially to 
areas in which humanitarian agencies are operating, is a priority.  The 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, requested the Security Council 
authorise cross-border access. 

The toll refugees are taking on host countries has prompted the Government of 

Jordan to join Lebanon in calling for the creation of a humanitarian zone in Syria.   

Syrian refugees are not reported to be suffering from high rates of mortality or 
acute malnutrition and disease outbreaks have, to date, been limited.  However, 

the increasing strain on host country health services is a major challenge to the 
host governments as well as restricting refugee access to treatment needed – 
particularly those with chronic and other costly health conditions.  Measles cases 
among Syrian refugees have been reported in Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan, 
increasing fears of a measles outbreak in areas with large refugee 
concentrations. 

There are indications that tensions between refugees and host communities are 
increasing, particularly in areas where there are larger concentrations of Syrian 
refugees.  Hundreds of spontaneous tented settlements throughout Lebanon 
illustrate the difficulties faced by refugees to identify suitable shelter.  No 
progress has been made in identifying sites for the transit camps in Lebanon but 
additional camps in Jordan and Turkey are under construction. 

The conflict is increasingly spilling over to neighbouring countries, with shelling 
the Lebanese border areas. Anti-Government forces have threatened to ‘move 
conflict into Lebanon’ if Hezbollah does not withdraw its support to the regime.  

http://www.acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/regional_analysis_for_syria_overview_mar_2013/159/1366904861
mailto:SNAP@ACAPS.org
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% change from January 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2013 

Number of people in need* 

*Source : OCHA April 2013 

Overview - Syria 

 

Source : OCHA 26/04/2013 

Key 
Developments 

 

 Fighting is reported from all 

but 2 governorates – As-

Sweida and Tartous. The 

conflict re-ignited in Hama 

city, after 6 months of 

relative calm. The battle 

around Damascus is on-

going, with the Government 

reportedly taking control of 

opposition controlled areas 

in the outskirts of the capital. 

 

 Due to the crisis, the number 

of people living in poverty 

has increased by 3.1 million, 

while over a million houses 

are estimated to be 

damaged or destroyed. 

 

 Over 4.25 million people are 

estimated to be internally 

displaced.  

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013


Page 3 of 11 

Operational constraints currently 
affecting humanitarian operations 
 

 

Operational constraints 

 International organisations continue to face enormous challenges reaching 
certain areas of Rural Damascus, Quneitra, Dar’a, Deir-Ez-Zor, Ar-Raqqa, and 
many parts of the north of the country, particularly Aleppo and Idleb.  Despite 
the establishment of UN interagency hubs in Homs and Tartous, enabling 
supply through the port of Tartous, the UN reports that access to those in need 

has reduced over the last weeks.  
Bureaucratic obstacles have 
increased and significantly 
affected humanitarian space of 
those working under the auspices 
of the Government.  All relief 
trucks for instance need a permit 
signed by two ministers to pass 
Government checkpoints.  Cross-
line deliveries remain severely 
restricted.  On 19 April, The UN 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Valerie Amos, urged the Security 
Council to grant aid agencies 
cross-border access, even without 
permission of the Syrian Government.    
(UN 2013/04/18, UNICEF 2013/04/08, WFP 2013/04/02) 

 In the past few weeks, five UN agencies have warned that their resources are 
running low, and added that without additional funds they will be forced to scale 
back relief efforts. (UN 2013/04/15) 

 The flow of aid across the Turkish border has reduced significantly in the past 
two months.  The main crossing point at Kilis, through which 50% of aid 
reportedly flows, has recorded a reduction to approximately 20 trucks per day, 
down from between 50 and 80 in February. (UN 2013/04/18) 

Assessments  

 Published in April: OCHA published the Humanitarian Needs Overview for 
Syria on 26 April. Review of secondary data from December 2012 – April 2013. 
(OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 Assessments planned/expected: The Joint Humanitarian Assessment, 
facilitated by OCHA, has begun a pilot data collection exercise from Damascus 
after which it is expected to roll-out the assessment countrywide.  

 Phase II of the Joint Rapid Needs Assessment for Northern Syria is underway, 
focussing 7 northern governorates – Aleppo, Al-Hassakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-
Zor, Hama, Idleb and Lattakia.  The report is due by mid-May. 

 A FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission is planned for May, 
but awaiting official confirmation from MoFA. 

 The report of the December 2012 MoA, FAO, WFP Joint Rapid Food Security 
Assessment, due in February, is awaiting Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
approval. 

 The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ECOWAS) recently 
assessed the impact of the Syria crisis. The report is yet to be published. 

 ACU, Assessment IDP camps on Turkish border, data collection in April.  

 Humanitarian access to the affected population is decreasing for 
international organisations while the overall humanitarian situation 
continues to deteriorate, with an estimated 6.8 million people in need of 
support.  Over 4 million people are in need of food assistance and around 
500,000 need emergency crop and livelihoods support.  A temporary 
improvement of the food security situation in the northern governorates is 
expected from mid-May due to the harvest of wheat, potato and barley, 
although insecurity will limit harvesting. 

 Indiscriminate attacks on densely populated areas continue, particularly in 
the urban centres of Aleppo, Dar’a, Idleb and around the city of Damascus.  
The month of March was the deadliest to date, with over 6,000 reported 
deaths.  It is likely that April will show a similar or even higher death toll.  
Human rights violations are on the increase, with SGBV, forced 
disappearances and torture reported throughout the country.  

 Aleppo governorate hosts the largest number of people in need (2.4 million) 
and number of displaced (1.25 million).  Heavy fighting has been on-going 
since February 2012, causing large scale damage to infrastructure. Water 
and electricity supply is severely disrupted, as is rubbish collection.  With a 
rise in temperatures and 70% of public health infrastructure damaged or 
destroyed in the governorate, a further outbreak of diseases, in addition to 
the Leishmaniasis, typhoid and Hepatitis A cases already reported, is highly 
likely.   Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports indicated that aid flows from 
Turkey into Aleppo have decreased. 

 Throughout the country, the health situation is deteriorating while the health 
infrastructure is severely affected by the damage to health facilities, lack of 
medical supplies and a critical shortage of medicines.   

 With the school year coming to an end and a significant part of the 
education infrastructure destroyed, support to ‘School Clubs’ is a needed as 
well as the reconstruction of educational facilities and provision of materials 
before schools start again in September. 

 Although a third of houses were assessed to be damaged or destroyed 
countrywide, the need for immediate shelter interventions has decreased 
with the start of spring.  However, NFI needs remain high. 

Key concerns - Syria 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1329619.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Bi%20weekly%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20(Syria%20Jordan%20Lebanon%20Iraq%20Turkey)%20-%2018%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/growing-violence-blocking-urgently-needed-food-aid-people-syria-wfp-0
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-senior-officials-issue-urgent-call-end-bloodshed-syria
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/USG%20Amos%20Security%20Council%20on%20Syria%2018%20April%202013%20CAD.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
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April conflict pattern  
 
Heavy clashes continued throughout the country in April, particularly in the areas 
of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Aleppo, Dar’a, Idleb, and Homs.  The Syrian 
Armed Forces (SAF) are gaining ground in Damascus, Rural Damascus, Aleppo 
and rural Homs, while the FSA has taken large parts of Dar’a and parts of Aleppo 
and eastern Damascus. 

On 26 of April, the Government started a large scale offensive to remove 
opposition forces from their strongholds in and around the capital and have 
reasserted control of several opposition controlled areas. Anti-Government forces 
are present in a number of Damascus suburbs but have only been able to assert 
control over small parts of southern and north-eastern areas around the capital. 
Fierce fighting is primarily concentrated on the outskirts of the city in areas of 
Rural Damascus and occasionally reaches the city centre. On the 30 of April for 
instance, a bomb attack occurred in the district of Marjeh. 

Syria's southern provinces have become an increasingly significant battleground 
as the capital comes under pressure.  The Syrian Golan in Quneitra is now 
mostly in the hands of opposition forces, with large numbers of regime troops 
being redeployed to other fronts. The Government no longer controls large 
swathes of the Dar'a governorate and Dar’a city is almost completely cut off from 
Damascus.   

In Homs governorate, fierce battles increasingly affect the Lebanese border, with 
heavy fighting in and around villages in Syria inhabited by a number of Lebanese 
civilians. Government forces, allegedly backed by Hezbollah fighters, attacked 
insurgents in villages surrounding Al-Quseir, a strategic town near the road 
between Homs and Damascus. In response, the FSA has shelled several villages 
in the Bekaa region in Lebanon.  

In April, the FSA re-opened the Hama front, which had been relatively quiet over 
the past six months, in an attempt to relieve pressure on other fronts. 

(AFP 2013/04/30, AFP 2013/04/24, Aljazeera 2013/04/26,Assafir 2013/04/26, Daily Star 2013/04/26, Jordan 

Times 2013/04/24,Aljazeera 2013/03/24 ,Aljazeera 2013/04/26 , Al-akhbar 2013/04/22,Aljazeera 2013/04/17, 

AlertNet 2013/04/17, AFP 2013/04/17, Daily Star 2013/04/20 ,Washington Post 2013/04/18,AFP 2013/04/18, 

Daily Star 2013/04/24, AlertNet 2013/03/15, Aljazeera 2013/04/22, Assafir 2013/04/23, Daily Star 
2013/04/05, AFP 2013/04/11, AlertNet 2013/04/05, AFP 2013/04/05, UNRWA 2013/04/10 Guardian 
2013/04/08, NPR 2013/04/08,NY Times 2013/04/08,, Daily Star 2013/04/09,, Al-akhbar 
2013/04/02,Washington Post 2013/04/05,Guardian 2013/04/07,Daily Star 2013/04/04,Aljazeera 
2013/04/04,.Assafir 2013/04/04) 

 
 
 
 

Displacement 
 

According to UN estimates, around 4.25 million people are currently displaced – 
up from the Government’s estimate of 3.6 million at the end of January.  The 
highest numbers of IDPs are present in Aleppo (1.25m) and rural Damascus 
(0.7m).  However, as the situation remains dynamic and there is no registration 
system in place that covers all areas of the country, this number should be 
regarded as a rough estimate.  The situation on a local level can quickly change, 
as was illustrated by the displacement of thousands of people in one day after 
the city of Ar-Raqqa was taken over by anti-Government forces in March.  

 

 

 

 

 

Number of IDPs per governorate – OCHA 26/04/2013 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/blast-central-damascus-kills-nine-ngo
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/fierce-clashes-syrias-minnigh-airport-ngo
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/dbadd8cc-7600-41fb-9008-cb6e5f969434
http://www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?EditionId=2447&ChannelId=58909&ArticleId=2323&Author=
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-26/215085-rebels-strike-in-hama-in-bid-to-divert-regime.ashx#axzz2RMwxF5ZW
http://jordantimes.com/syrian-influx-continues-as-damascus-shells-border-region
http://jordantimes.com/syrian-influx-continues-as-damascus-shells-border-region
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/cec35667-00fc-401c-8560-f9db50cf06ca
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/dbadd8cc-7600-41fb-9008-cb6e5f969434
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/181733
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/372d2fea-ae17-4d3e-930c-c34f1c2e3c33
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrian-army-rebels-clash-around-air-base-near-lebanon-border
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/army-rocket-fire-kills-12-syrian-village-ngo
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-20/214476-dozens-killed-in-battle-near-damascus-activists.ashx#axzz2RAwPGpg6
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/activists-syrian-rebels-capture-parts-of-army-base-in-homs-province-near-lebanese-border/2013/04/18/186746f6-a7fd-11e2-9e1c-bb0fb0c2edd9_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-troops-seize-strategic-homs-village
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-24/214835-syria-rebels-army-in-fierce-battle-for-al-qusair.ashx#axzz2RMwxF5ZW
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/assads-forces-break-rebel-blockade-in-north-syria
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/04/2013421152010175448.html
http://www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?EditionId=2444&articleId=1983&ChannelId=58834
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-05/212645-umm-omar-the-mother-feeding-syrias-mountain-rebels.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-05/212645-umm-omar-the-mother-feeding-syrias-mountain-rebels.ashx
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/57-killed-army-assault-southern-syria-watchdog
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/rebels-say-take-army-post-near-syrias-southern-border
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-rebels-seize-checkpoint-near-jordan-border
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2041%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/08/damascus-suicide-bomb
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/08/damascus-suicide-bomb
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2013/04/08/176569178/deadly-blast-in-damascus-reflects-growing-danger-in-capital
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/09/world/middleeast/syria-explosion-damascus.html?_r=0
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-09/213081-shock-anger-in-damascus-after-blast-kills-15-wounds-53.ashx#axzz2Prdtk8gK
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/180413
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/180413
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/activists-rocket-attack-in-contested-damascus-district-in-syria-kills-at-least-5/2013/04/05/2e64cc98-9dd1-11e2-9219-51eb8387e8f1_story.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/07/syria-golan-heights-security
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-04/212517-assad-forces-step-up-campaign-against-rebels-across-syria.ashx#axzz2PUJ3DFzP
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/44bdd250-b200-4e23-ab84-10efc431d8a9
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/44bdd250-b200-4e23-ab84-10efc431d8a9
http://www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?EditionId=2427&ChannelId=58409&ArticleId=290&Author=
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013


Page 5 of 11 

As of March, some 165,000 IDPs (4% of total number of IDPs) were hosted in 
722 public collective shelters across Syria. Over 8,000 IDPs, primarily 
Palestinians, were staying in UNRWA facilities as of 24 April. The remainder are 
staying with host families, in vacant buildings or informal collective shelters. (OCHA 
2013/04/29, DRC 2013/03/12, USAID 2013/03/14, UNRWA 2013/04/27) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sectoral developments April 

Protection 

 Number of people in need: unknown 

 The month of March was the deadliest yet, due, reportedly, to an upsurge in 
heavier shelling and the spread of the conflict to the south.  HRW reported a 
large number of indiscriminate attacks on non-military objects and targeted 
attacks on civilian infrastructure such as bakeries.  The Israeli, UK and US 
Governments stated that limited evidence of the use of chemical weapons has 
been found.  Meanwhile the UN mission established to confirm this use is 
awaiting approval from the Syrian Government to enter the country.  War 
crimes, including murder, torture, rape and enforced disappearances are 
committed by all parties to the conflict on a daily basis. (Guardian 2013/04/22, HRW 
2013/04/10, Guardian 2013/04/02, Al Jazeera 2013/04/26) 

 There are no confirmed reports on the number of political detainees in 
Government prisons, with estimates ranging from 35,000 to 200,000 prisoners. 
On 16 April, President Al-Assad issued a statement indicating that prisoners' 
sentences will be reduced, although the Government has not responded to the 
oppositions call to release political prisoners. (AlertNet 2013/04/16,, Al Jazeera 2013/04/04)  

 Relief organisations continue to highlight child protection and sexual and 
gender based violence (SGBV) as significant protection issues resulting from 
the Syria crisis.  In addition, an increase in kidnappings was reported, driven by 
sectarian or monetary reasons.  (AFP 2013/04/05, UNHCR 2013/04/18, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

Health 

 Number of people in need: unknown 

 An outbreak of cutaneous Leishmaniasis in Al Hasakeh, Hama, Deir-ez-Zor 
continues.  Typhoid cases have been reported in Deir-ez-Zor, Homs and Hama. 
There are growing concerns about outbreaks of diarrhoea and potentially even 
cholera if basic services are not urgently restored. (OCHA 2013/04/18, WHO 2013/04/10) 

 With an estimated 400,000 people wounded since the start of the conflict and 
incidence of disease increasing, the health sector is unable to cope with the 
demand for services.  In February, 57% of public hospitals were reportedly 
damaged.  As the fighting has intensified since February, it can be assumed 
that this proportion has increased.  There is a critical shortage of medicines and 
medical supplies. (OCHA 2013/04/22, WHO 2013/04/10, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 Hospitals that are still functioning are seeing a significant increase of patients. 
In Ar-Raqqa for instance, the number of dialysis and cancer patients has 
doubled due to the high influx of IDPs. (WHO 2013/04/10) 

 

% of pre-crisis population registered as a refugee in Lebanon, Jordan, 

Iraq and Egypt – UNHCR 2013/04/24 

Please note that the place of origin of those registered in Turkey is not included in these results, 
hence, the result for the northern governorates is like to be significantly higher.  In addition, these 
results do not capture those that are internally displaced or are not registered. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/emergency-aid-displaced-north-syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Complex%20Emergency%20Fact%20Sheet%2011%20FY%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2044%29-UNRWA.pdfhttp:/reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2041%29-UNRWA.pdf
Artouz
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2013/04/10/death-skies
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2013/04/10/death-skies
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/middle-east-live/2013/apr/02/6-000-killed-in-bloodiest-month-for-syria-crisis-live-updates
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/04/20134251651595335.html
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrias-assad-cuts-jail-terms-activists-not-satisfied
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/92b8e632-707d-4250-89ce-828a0509f5f2
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/kidnap-threat-stalks-syrians
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Inter-Agency%20Regional%20Response%20-%20Syrian%20Refugees%2020130418.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-2
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-23-9-22-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/inter-agency-regional-response-syrian-refugees-egypt-iraq-jordan-leban-4
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Livelihoods and Food Security 

 Number of people in need: 4 million in need of food assistance, 480,000 in 
need of emergency crop and livestock support. (OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 According to a March ESCWA report, 1.5 million people are in a state of abject 
poverty, defined as living below the national poverty line of $2 a day.  (OCHA 
2013/04/26) 

 The economy continued to deteriorate quickly: 
 The Syrian pound has been devalued from 87 to 115 to a US dollar, which is 

likely to lead to further inflation.   
 Syria's vital petroleum industry is breaking down as rebels capture many of 

the country's oil fields.   
 Exports in 2012 decreased by 97% compared to 2011. (JRS 2013/04/08, Daily Star 

2013/04/08, Assafir 2013/04/08) 

 As a result, access to livelihoods is deteriorating, with an estimated 2.5 million 
people currently unemployed, compared to less than half a million at the start of 
the crisis. Meanwhile, prices of basic foodstuffs are increasing, with the average 
household reportedly spending over 50% of total expenditure on food. (OCHA 
2013/04/26, Daily Star 2013/04/05) 

 Agricultural production is hampered by lack of agricultural inputs. However, in 
general, food remains widely available, as the markets are mostly functional. 
However, in some areas affected by heavy conflict or under siege, food is so 
scarce that food rations for one family are reportedly shared with more than 
three families. (Reuter 2013/04/28, Daily Star 2013/04/06, Al Akhbar 2013/04/03) 

WASH 

 Number of people in need: 4 million (based UN target). (OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 Damage to WASH infrastructure is particularly severe in Aleppo, Ar-Raqqa, 
Deir-ez-Zor, Idleb, Homs and Rural Damascus and availability of water has 
decreased to one third of pre-crisis levels, from 75 to 25 litres per person per 
day. (WHO 2013/04/10) 

 In parts of Aleppo, Homs, Deir-ez-Zor, Idleb and Rural Damascus, the lack of 
rubbish collection and shortage of dustbins is an increasing concern. (OCHA 
2013/04/26) 

 Of particular concern are the deteriorating conditions in collective centres and 
IDP camps, where a lack of latrines and water for basic needs create unsanitary 
conditions. (WHO 2013/04/10) 

 

 

 

Shelter/NFI 

 Number of people in need: 2.2 million (based on UN target). (OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 ESCWA estimated in April that 1.2 million houses have been damaged, of 
which 400,000 are completely destroyed.  The main concentrations of housing 
damage are found in what ESCWA identifies as informal settlements in conflict 
areas, such as Homs, Damascus, Aleppo, Dar’a and Deir-Ez-Zor.  
Reconstruction cost estimates range from $48 to $80 billion.  (Daily Star 2013/04/03, 
OCHA 2013/04/08, Daily Star 2013/04/05, Guardian 2013/04/26) 

 With the start of spring, the necessity to house displaced persons in heated 
shelters has decreased.  There remains to be a pressing need for NFIs, 
including matrasses and blankets.  (JRS 2013/04/08) 

 Access to fuel remains very limited throughout the country, due either to 
exorbitant prices or a lack of transport.  With parts of the oil-rich east no longer 
under Government control, oil production has decreased sharply (from 400,000 
to 200,000 barrels a day). (Daily Star 2013/04/02 Daily Star 2013/04/08) 

Education 

 Number of people in need: 1 million (based on UN target). (OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 The academic year ends with exams starting in mid-May.  School restarts in 
early September.  The MoE reported a total of 2,535 schools damaged or 
destroyed at a cost of nearly USD 740 million.  An additional 1,992 schools are 
currently being used as shelters for IDPs.  69 out of 118 UNRWA schools were 
reported closed, mostly in Damascus.  As a result, an increasing number of 
education activities is taking place outside of schools, for instance in mosques 
and in private homes.  There is a lack of education materials, including paper 
for books.  (UNICEF 2013/04/18, UNRWA 13/04/14, IO 2013/04/16) 

 Education is often mentioned as a priority for Syrian families, although the 
sector is reportedly not being prioritised for funding.  

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/thousands-displaced-after-upsurge-violence-sheikh-maqsoud
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-08/212904-oil-sector-buckles-under-rebel-gains.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-08/212904-oil-sector-buckles-under-rebel-gains.ashx
http://www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?EditionId=2430&ChannelId=58484&ArticleId=576&Author=
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-05/212661-syria-dying-with-no-winners-no-help-in-sight.ashx#axzz2PUJ3DFzP
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/04/28/syria-crisis-life-idINDEE93R03820130428
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-06/212761-rebels-look-to-extend-gains-from-raqqa.ashx#axzz2Prdtk8gK
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-05/212661-syria-dying-with-no-winners-no-help-in-sight.ashx#axzz2PUJ3DFzP
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%2022.pdf
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-05/212661-syria-dying-with-no-winners-no-help-in-sight.ashx#axzz2PUJ3DFzP
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/26/damascus-economic-dead-zone
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/thousands-displaced-after-upsurge-violence-sheikh-maqsoud
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Business/Middle-East/2013/Apr-02/212319-syria-exempts-iran-fuel-imports-from-tax-sana.ashx#axzz2PUJ3DFzP
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-08/212904-oil-sector-buckles-under-rebel-gains.ashx
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Bi%20weekly%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20(Syria%20Jordan%20Lebanon%20Iraq%20Turkey)%20-%2018%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-syria-crisis-situation-update-issue-42-14-april-2013
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Change on previous month
#
 

 

Overview – Host Countries 

 April 2013 

Turkey 
Refugees: 314,000 * 
Unregistered refugees: ~86,000 
Palestinian refugees: Unknown 

Egypt 
Refugees: 50,000* 
Unregistered refugees: ~90,000 
Palestinian refugees: Unknown 

 

 

 

Jordan 
Refugees: 448,000* 
Unregistered refugees: ~22,000 
Palestinian refugees: 6,000 

Iraq 
Refugees: 137,000* 
Unregistered refugees: Unknown 
Palestinian refugees: Unknown 

Refugees by country and change per month* 

 

*Registered or awaiting registration at the 26
th

 April 
#
Affected by registration capacity in host country 

Data sources are listed on final page  

 

Lebanon 
Refugees: 445,000 * 
Unregistered refugees: ~255,000 
Palestinian refugees: 42,000 
Syrian migrants: ~300,000 
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Operational constraints 

 Insufficient funding affects operations 
throughout the region with, for 
example, the UN stating that food aid 
to 400,000 refugees in Lebanon will be 
halted in May if no additional funds are 
received. (AlertNet 2013/04/09) 

 Lebanon: The deteriorating security 
situation in the border region is 
affecting humanitarian interventions, 
with activities often interrupted for 
security reasons.  (UNHCR 2013/03/29) 

 The number of people residing in 
informal settlements is rising fast.  As 
these settlements are primarily 

established on private land, the parameters for humanitarian interventions are 
unclear. (NRC 2013/04/26) 

 Jordan: Frequent riots in Za’atari camp hamper aid operations.  There have been 
instances of looting of humanitarian aid in the camp: for instance UNICEF lost at 
least US$1 million worth of materials. (IRIN 2013/04/03, CMFC  2013/04/23) 

 Turkey:  The Turkish Government provides a large part of the aid and tightly 
controls operations of humanitarian actors. However, at the start of April, the 
Danish Refugee Council received permission from the Turkish Government to 
directly assist refugees residing outside the camps - which had previously been 
limited to ad-hoc assistance by local NGOs. (IRIN 2013/04/15) 

 Iraq:  Although the general security situation in the country is deteriorating, most 
refugee-hosting areas are relatively stable; but humanitarian space remains 
limited and security threats against international staff are high particularly in 
Baghdad, north/central governorates and the Disputed Territories. (UNHCR 
2013/04/06, UNHCR 2013/02/05, UNHCR 2013/01/22, ECHO 2013/01/25) 

Assessments published in April  

 Regional: FAO, Agricultural Livelihoods and Food Security Impact Assessment 
and Response Plan for the Syria Crisis in the Neighbouring Countries of Egypt, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, data collected in March. (FAO 2013/04/03) 

 Lebanon: AVSI, Rapid Needs Assessment Report Marj el Khokh” Informal Camp, 
data collected in March. (AVSI 2013/04/03) 

 WFP, Syrian Refugees and Food Insecurity in Lebanon: Secondary Literature 
and Data Desk Review, data collected in March. (WFP 2013/04) 

 Iraq: UNICEF/Ministry of Health, Al-Anbar Governorate, Rapid Nutritional 
Assessment for Children (6-59 Months) of Age in Syrian Refugee Families, data 
collected in March. (UNICEF 2013/04/16) 

 NRC, Shelter, WASH Conditions, data collected in February. (NRC 2013/04/18) 

 Jordan: CARE, Syrian refugees in urban Jordan, data collection in January and 
February. (CARE 2013/04/24) 

 Oxfam GB, Integrated assessment of Syrian Refugees in Host Communities, 
data collection in February and March. (Oxfam 2013/04/27) 

Assessment current and planned 

 Turkey: A planned refugee profiling exercise was halted, as the necessary 
approval from the Turkish Government was not obtained. 

 Iraq: A Joint Assessment Mission by UNICEF/WFP/UNHCR is planned in Iraq to 
assess the food security and nutrition situation. (UNHCR 2013/03/27) 

 WHO is conducting an assessment on the health system in the host communities 
in Dohuk. (UNHCR 2013/04/06) 

 A nutrition assessment among children >5 in Domiz camp by UNICEF and 
Ministry of Health is planned. (UNICEF 2013/04/04) 

 Over 230,000 refugees have registered with UNHCR in the month of April in 
Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt.  The continuing influx and lack of 
available resources to cope with this influx is causing a rise in tensions 
between host communities and Syrian refugees.  Both Jordan and Lebanon 
have called for the establishment of safe havens in Syria, to host some of the 
refugees. 

 Syrian refugees are not reported to be suffering from high rates of mortality or 
acute malnutrition and disease outbreaks have been limited thus far. However, 
host countries’ health services are increasingly strained, while the gap in 
funding is limiting relief operations. As a result, refugees are facing difficulties 
in accessing quality treatment particularly those with chronic and other costly 
health conditions. This is particularly an issue for refugees outside of the 
camps.  

 Refugees across the region have limited access to livelihoods and with the 
cost of living increasing, particularly for rent, families are increasingly in debt. 
An assessment among urban refugees Jordan in March indicated that 72% of 
assessed families were in debt. 

 Although the arrival of spring has decreased the necessity for heated shelters, 
there is a lack of adequate shelter.  Congestion is one of the major issues in all 
camps in the region and refugees outside of camps are often staying in low 
quality housing, against high rents. Illustratively, in Lebanon, refugees are 
increasingly settling in informal settlements, with limited access to services. 

Funding requirements and gaps per country 

(in million) 

Key concerns - host countries 

http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/assistance-syrian-refugees-jordan-threatened-lack-funding-%E2%80%93-un
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-un-inter-agency-response-syrian-refugees-march-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Complex%20Coverage%2023%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/turkeys-approach-syrian-refugees-sustainable
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Iraq-Syria%20Bi%20Monthly%20Update%2023%20Jan-5%20Feb%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/syria-situation-bi-monthly-update-no-34-9-22-january-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Humanitarian%20Implementation%20Plan%20Iraq%20Crisis%202013%20Version%202.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/agricultural-livelihoods-and-food-security-impact-assessment-and-response-plan-syria
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=122
http://www.wfp.org/content/syria-syrian-refugees-food-insecurity-lebanon-march-2013
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://www.nrc.no/arch/_img/9673483.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20130424_Global_community_failing_Syrian_refugee_children_Final.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=122#page-3
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Jordan      

Key developments April 
 New arrivals: Over 50,000 Syrians have registered at UNHCR in April.  The 

Government estimates that more than 470,000 Syrian refugees reside in the 
country, in addition to an estimated 600,000 migrants already in Jordan at the 
start of the crisis.  The majority of refugees entering Jordan, are from Dar'a (66%) 
and are located in Zaat’ari (53%), Irbid (16%) and Amman (14%).  Over 45,000 
Syrian refugees in Zaat’ari camp have returned to Syria since July 2012. It is 
unclear how many of these returnees have moved back into to Jordan again. 
(UNHCR 2013/04/18, NY Times 2013/04/03 Jordan Times 2013/04/24, Aljazeera 2013/03/27, AFP 2013/04/09, 
UNHCR 2013/04/19,) 

 In April, Mrigeb al-Fuhud camp was opened (capacity for 5,500 people) and the 
construction of Mukhayzen al-Gharbiyah camp (capacity for 30,000 refugees) 
has started. (UNHCR 2013/04/18) 

 Humanitarian concerns: Overcrowding remains a pressing issue in Za’atari 
camp.  Security incidents in the camp are increasing, including thefts and riots. In 
April, 49 TB cases and 5 cases of measles were confirmed.  Concerns related to 
sustaining the provision of water persist as funding runs out.  Those residing 
outside of camps are faced with rapidly increasing rents with limited access to 
livelihoods.  Household expenditure is often significantly higher than income. 
34% of households in a recent CARE assessment reported to have no access to 
income, while 72% were in debt.  57% of households mentioned that clean 
drinking water was unavailable and 60% of school-age children among the 
assessed population were not going to school.  Older urban refugees are 
disproportionately living in substandard housing; 70% of those in extremely poor 
housing have specific needs due to older age, a disability, or chronic illness. (WHO 
2013/03/28, IOM 2013/03/28, AlertNet 2013/04/09 , Oxfam 2013/04/04 ,AFP 2013/04/17, UNHCR 
2013/04/18, UNICEF 2013/04/18, USAID 2013/03/ 28, , IOM 2013/04/18, WHO 2013/03/28, IOM 2013/04/18,) 

 The capacity of the community to host the refugees is becoming increasingly 
overstretched and, in April, the Jordanian Government stated that the influx of 
refugees is a threat to national security. (Mercy Corps 2013/03/27, WFP 2013/04/02, AFP 
2013/04/15, Washington Post 2013/04/22, Jordan Times 2013/04/20) 

Lebanon 

 
Key Developments in April   
 New arrivals: Over 63,000 Syrians were registered between 21 March and 23 

April.  As there is a significant registration backlog, it is unclear how many 
Syrians crossed the border during this period.  Unofficial estimates of the 
Government indicate that there over 1.2 million Syrians in Lebanon, including 
over 300,000 migrants. The refugees are hosted in over 1,100 municipalities. 

 Humanitarian concerns: The high costs of living and a lack of access to adequate 
shelter, livelihood opportunities and health-care remain major challenges for 
refugees.  The West Bekaa and northern districts are becoming increasingly 
saturated in terms of housing opportunities, resulting in an increasing number of 
refugees moving further into south and remote areas.  An increasing number of 
spontaneous settlements now exist with approximately 30,000 individuals in over 
230 settlements.  Only few of these settlements have access to basic services, 
and the settlements will require close follow up from health and wash units to 
monitor and address water and hygiene related diseases. In light of increasing 
numbers of refugees in need of medical care while facing funding constraints and 
high cost of medical referral care, the revised public health strategy for Lebanon 
stipulates that referral care will be limited to emergency referrals and deliveries 
only. Up to 120,000 Syrian children of school going age not enrolled in public 
schools. In April, over 3,000 Syrian children dropped out of public schools fearing 
they would not pass mid-term exams. (AlertNet 2013/04/17, INGO 2013/03/15, Save the 
Children 2013/04/12, Voice of America 2013/04/01, UNHCR 2013/03/19, NRC 2013/03/03, NY Times 
2013/04/04, UNHCR 2013/03/29, UNHCR 2013/04/10, IMC 2013/03/05, AVSI Foundation 2013/04/03)   

 Host communities concerns: Lebanon, despite its efforts to remain netural , is 
faced with increased fighting in the border region. On 22 April, clashes between 
the FSA and the SAF, allegedly backed by Hezbollah, in rural Homs occurred.  In 
response, the FSA shelled Hermel and surrounding areas multiple times.  At the 
start of April, Syria’s air force launched missiles at an area nearby Arsal in 
Lebanon. (AFP 2013/04/11, Daily Star 2013/04/13) 

Displaced  
Syrian registered refugees and 
awaiting registration  

448,370 

Of which in camps 42% 
Palestinian refugees from Syria 6,000 
Syrian unregistered refugees  >22,000 
Syrian returnees >45,000 
Syrian migrants 600,000 
Non displaced  
Non displaced affected  Unknown 

UNHCR 2013/04/25. AFP 2013/04/29, UNRWA 2013/04/27 

Displaced  
Syrian registered refugees and 
awaiting registration  

445,304  
 

Unregistered Refugees ~255,000 
Palestinian refugees from Syria ~42,000 
Syrian migrants ~250,000 – 300,000  
Syrian return Unknown 

Lebanese returnees Unknown 

Non displaced  
Host communities 1,200,000 

UNHCR 2013/04/23, UNRWA 2013/04/27, UNICEF 2013/03/21 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Inter-Agency%20Regional%20Response%20-%20Syrian%20Refugees%2020130418.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/04/world/middleeast/Syria-rebels.html
http://jordantimes.com/syrian-influx-continues-as-damascus-shells-border-region
http://www.aljazeera.net/mob/f6451603-4dff-4ca1-9c10-122741d17432/08522f01-5629-4ef8-9a65-9f535ed649fa
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-appeals-aid-cope-one-million-syrians
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/un-weekly-inter-agency-situational-report-jordan-syrian-refugee-response-update-07-14
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Inter-Agency%20Regional%20Response%20-%20Syrian%20Refugees%2020130418.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/there-nothing-left
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/there-nothing-left
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/iom-regional-response-syria-crisis-28-march-2013
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/un-may-cut-food-aid-to-syrian-refugees-due-to-cash-shortage
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/syria%E2%80%99s-urban-refugees-jordan-falling-through-aid-safety-net-warn-british-aid-agencies
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordanians-feel-heat-more-syrians-flee
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Inter-Agency%20Regional%20Response%20-%20Syrian%20Refugees%2020130418.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Inter-Agency%20Regional%20Response%20-%20Syrian%20Refugees%2020130418.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Bi%20weekly%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20(Syria%20Jordan%20Lebanon%20Iraq%20Turkey)%20-%2018%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-12-fy-2013
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM%20Syria%20Regional%20Response%20Sitrep%2018%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/there-nothing-left
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM%20Syria%20Regional%20Response%20Sitrep%2018%20April%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordans-hospitality-hundreds-thousands-syrians
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/wfp%E2%80%99s-response-inside-syria-and-neighbouring-countries-jordan-lebanon-14
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-seeks-un-help-counter-impact-syria-war
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-seeks-un-help-counter-impact-syria-war
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-jordan-tensions-rise-between-syrian-refugees-and-host-community/2013/04/21/d4f5fa24-a762-11e2-a8e2-5b98cb59187f_story.html?wprss=rss_world
http://jordantimes.com/security-personnel-refugees-injured-in-zaatari-protest
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/mideast-money-syrian-refugees-burden-and-benefit-for-lebanese-economy
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Refugee%20Crisis%20Protection%20Threats%20in%20Lebanon%20Jordan%20and%20Iraq.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/strain-living-informal-tented-settlements
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/strain-living-informal-tented-settlements
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/makeshift-camps-growing-lebanon-syrian-refugees
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NRC%20Syria%20Refugee%20Response%20Updated%2013%20March%202013.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/05/world/middleeast/syrias-refugees-overwhelming-relief-efforts-and-host-countries-un-official-says.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/05/world/middleeast/syrias-refugees-overwhelming-relief-efforts-and-host-countries-un-official-says.html?_r=0
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=122
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/funding-gap-threatens-refugee-response-lebanon
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/funding-gap-threatens-refugee-response-lebanon
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=122
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/syria-air-force-pounds-lebanon-town-officials
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-13/213587-fighting-rages-across-syrias-borders.ashx#axzz2QTQI3dLJ
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=107
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/45865-syrians-return-home-jordan-july
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2044%29-UNRWA.pdfhttp:/reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2041%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2044%29-UNRWA.pdfhttp:/reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2041%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria-jordan-5
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Turkey 

 

 

 
Key developments April 
 New arrivals: The total population of the 17 camps has increased by 30% since 

the start of 2013 to over 190,000 people.  Despite a Government registration of 
refugees residing outside camps begun in March, a considerable number remain 
unregistered. UNHCR has indicated that there may be as many as 50,000 
unregistered Syrian refugees in Istanbul.  No reliable figures for the number of 
Syrians present in other parts of Turkey exist. (USAID 2013/03/28, UNHCR 2013/04/17) 

 Returnees: Over 97,000 refugees have returned to Syria since March 2011. 
Roughly half of those returning said they were going back to Syria temporarily to 
check on their homes or to attend funerals.  Some said that they were returning 
due to reports of an improvement in the security situation in their home areas. 
(UNHCR 2013/04/12) 

 Humanitarian concerns: Shortage of space in the camps continues to be a major 
challenge and the camps can no longer accommodate new arrivals.  Several new 
camps are being established - in addition to the 2 camps currently under 
construction in Kilis and Osmaniye province, 3 new refugee camps are in the 
planning stages in Malatya, Mersin and Sanliurfa provinces. (USAID 2013/03/28, UNICEF 
2013/04/18, AlertNet 2013/03/28) 

 While the situation in the camps is in line with humanitarian standards, refugees 
outside of camps have less access to services.  The free medical assistance 
granted to non-camp Syrians is for instance provided only to those who are living 
in the 8 provinces where there are camps for Syrians.  As the camps are at 
capacity, the provision of adequate services outside of the camps is increasingly 
important. (UNHCR 2013/04/22, RI 2013/04/25) 

 Amnesty reported that up to 600 Syrian refugees have been deported by the 
Turkish authorities after clashes broke out in Akcakale camp in Sanliurfa at the 
end of March.  Turkish officials denied the reports stating that some 130 refugees 
decided to return to Syria voluntarily after being identified as being involved in the 
provocations in the camp. (Amnesty 2013/03/28, AlertNet 2013/03/28) 

Iraq 

 

 
Key developments April 
 New arrivals: Up to 5,000 new Syrian refugees arrive in Iraq on a weekly basis. 

The number of monthly arrivals has decreased slightly – from 21,000 between 21 
February to 21 March to around 19,000 between 21 March and 24 April.  Rabia’a 
border point is closed since 2nd of March. The Al Qa’im border remains closed 
for Syrians seeking asylum except for emergency medical cases and family 
reunification.  (UNICEF 2013/04/10) 

 Humanitarian concerns: Congestion in Domiz camp is still a major concern - the 
camp can officially support 2,145 households, but currently hosts around 7,500. 
Another 17,000 Syrian refugees were registered in Domiz camp between 14 
March and 16 April, bringing the total to 78,000.  However, the actual camp 
population remained at 35,000, as over half reside outside the camp.  A new 
camp (for 12,000 people) is being built in Erbil governorate, Kurdistan region. 
(UNICEF 2013/04/18, UNHCR 2013/04/16, UNHCR 2013/04/02)  

 The water and sanitation systems in Domiz camp are far below humanitarian 
standards. This, in combination with congestion and rising temperatures, is 
increasing vulnerability to outbreaks of diseases.  Around 40% of consultations in 
Domiz camp are for Respiratory Tract Infections and the incidence rate of 
diarrhoea is 9.6% among children <5, with a steadily increasing trend.  A 
measles outbreak is on-going in the camp, with 330 confirmed cases. (UNHCR 
2013/03/27, UNHCR 2013/04/02, UNHCR 2013/04/06, MSF 2013/04/12, UNHCR 2013/04/18, UNHCR 
2013/04/22, UNICEF 2013/04/04) 

  A UNICEF/Ministry of health nutritional assessment in March in al-Anbar 
governorate showed that malnutrition is not yet of concern in this area, and the 
situation slightly improved compared to results from September.  (UNICEF 2013/04/16) 

 

Displaced  
Syrians registered 
refugees/awaiting registration 

313,872  
 

% residing in camps 61% 
Palestinian refugees from Syria Unknown 
Syrian unregistered refugees  ~86,000 
Syrian returnees 92,000 
Syrian migrants Unknown 
Non displaced  
Non-displaced affected by the 
Syria crisis 

Unknown 

UNHCR 2013/04/23 

Displaced  
Syrian registered refugees  
% residing in camps 

137,657 
28% 

Palestinian refugees from Syria Unknown 
Syrian unregistered refugees  Unknown 
Syrian migrants Unknown 
Syrian returnees >3,500 
Iraqi returnees from Syria  Unknown 
Non displaced  
Non-displaced affected by the 
Syria crisis 

Unknown 

UNHCR 2013/04/22  

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-12-fy-2013
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=224
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-fears-returning-syrian-refugees
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-12-fy-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria-jordan-7
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria-jordan-7
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrian-refugees-clash-with-police-in-turkish-camp
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Aid_Syria%20letterhead.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/turkey-forces-hundreds-syrian-refugees-back-across-border
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/turkey-denies-mass-deportation-of-syrian-refugees
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/japan-provides-15-million-assist-syrian-refugee-children-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Bi%20weekly%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20(Syria%20Jordan%20Lebanon%20Iraq%20Turkey)%20-%2018%20April%202013.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/unhcr-appealing-more-space-and-support-syrian-refugees-iraq
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/unhcr-appealing-more-space-and-support-syrian-refugees-iraq
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=103
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/refugee-population-iraq-swells-msf-scales-emergency-response
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Inter-Agency%20Regional%20Response%20-%20Syrian%20Refugees%2020130418.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/documents.php?page=1&view=grid&Country%5B%5D=122#page-3
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Iraq-Syria%20Bi%20Monthly%20Update%2023%20Jan-5%20Feb%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Iraq-Syria%20Bi%20Monthly%20Update%2023%20Jan-5%20Feb%202013.pdf
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Egypt 

Displaced  
Syrian registered refugees 
and awaiting registration  

50,273 

Palestinian refugees from 
Syria 

Unknown 

Syrian unregistered 
refugees  

90,000 

Syrian returnees Unknown 
Syrian migrants Unknown 
Non displaced  
Non displaced affected by 
the Syria crisis 

Unknown 

SOURCE: UNHCR 2013/03/07 

 
Key developments April 
 New arrivals: Around 4,000 Syrians were registered in April. While the 

Government estimates that 140,000 Syrians are staying in Egypt, the Committee 
for Syrian Refugee Affairs in Egypt estimates that there are more than 1.5 million 
Syrians in the country. (UNHCR 2013/04/25, Ahram 2013/04/04) 

 Humanitarian concerns: There is limited updated information available on the 
needs of Syrians in Egypt, but it can be assumed that food, access to livelihoods 
and rental support continue to be the main humanitarian needs.  Many Syrians 
find it difficult to find jobs with salaries proportionate to their expenses, especially 
as apartment rents are high in urban centres. (Ahram 2013/04/04) 

 Some organisations have expressed concerns regarding exploitation of Syrian 
women marrying Egyptian men. However, this has not been confirmed. (Egypt 
Independent 2013/04/03 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous SNAP reports 
 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)                   28 January 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)                 27 February 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)         28 March 2013 

 Baseline data Syria                   28 January 2013 

 Scenarios                     18 February 2013 

 Aleppo Governorate Profile              March 2013 

 

Forthcoming SNAP reports 
 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)             30 May 2013 
The RAS report will be updated on a monthly basis 

 Thematic report: Actors providing aid in Syria               May 2013 
 

Map data sources 

Conflict: UNDSS and UNMAS. Conflict data presented is collected from open 
sources and has not been verified by the United Nations. The data does not 
claim to be a complete record of all incidents across Syria. Oil and gas: 
Copyright Lynx Information Systems Ltd, not to be reproduced without 
permission of the owner.  Infrastructure: Global Energy Observatory, OCHA. 
Administration: OCHA Common Operational Datasets. Displacement: UNRWA, 
IOM, UNHCR.  Refugee camp locations: U.S. Department of State Humanitarian 
Information Unit. 

Methodology – This desk study presents estimations of scale, severity and likely impact of a 

disaster.  It aims to inform decision making for preparedness and emergency response and intends 
to complement and integrate assessment-related data from other agencies.  Feedback to improve 
the RAS is welcome (snap@acaps.org). 

Disclaimer – Information provided is provisional as it has not been possible to independently 

verify field reports.  As this report covers highly dynamic subject, utility of the information may 
decrease with time.  

References – ACAPS and MapAction would like to thank all organisations who have provided 

input to this report. Please note that all sources which are available online are hyperlinked 
(underlined, in brackets).  Information sourced as PI refers to personal interviews with experts. 
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