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September Highlights 

Survival kit distribution 

Many survivors face financial difficulty after being discharged from an Ebola 

treatment centre. Some may have lost the breadwinner of the family or even 

their entire family. Their possessions would also have been destroyed, burned 

or disinfected with chlorine solution to avoid the further spread of the disease.                                                                                

 To facilitate the reintegration of survivors back into their communities, 

the Red Cross will provide 2,500 survivor kits to all patients discharged from 

Ebola treatment centres across the country since January 2015. The Red Cross 

is  working with partners to seek resources to cover the shortfall of 1,500 kits 

enabling them to meet the needs of all the estimated 4,000 Ebola survivors in 

Sierra Leone– including those discharged before January 2015. The survivor 

kits contain mattresses, clothes, bedding, personal hygiene goods, household 

items and condoms. 

Red Cross community drama helps put confidence                            

back into using ambulances 

Throughout September as part of a surge of social mobilization activities, supported 

by UNICEF, Red Cross volunteers have been performing sketches in front of the gen-

eral public aimed at promoting the use of  ambulances and building confidence in 

the national healthcare system. Since the onset of the Ebola outbreak, people con-

tinued to transport sick people using motor taxis or cars which resulted in new 

chains of transmission. Some communities had not seen an ambulance or used one 

before, so were apprehensive about being transported in them. The performances 

seek to build trust in the purpose and safety of the ambulances. 

  The sketches illustrate that once a person is sick they should call the hotline and 

not be transported on other vehicles. To avoid misunderstandings and fear, the Red 

Cross volunteers open the ambulance and explain its contents, its use, how it is 

disinfected and why it is important to use ambulances. Many community leaders 

came forth to try out the ambulances and encouraged their people to not be afraid.   

  “Performances teach people that an ambulance 

does not mean a death sentence.”    
 Edward Aloushious Renner, SLRCS Senior Broadcast Officer 

3 million  
people reached through social   

mobilisation  and beneficiary  

communications  since April 2014 

Ebola survivors receive their household kits  

Aligning Psychosocial Support (PSP)  

The PSP Sensitization Workshop reflected the cross-cutting nature of PSP from 
the perspective of human resources, to safe  dignified burials, case management 
and to natural disasters such as the recent floods. There was a clearly identified 
need to help build capacity to respond to the present gap. 

Discussions with WHO gave a better understanding of the national priorities in 
respect of psychosocial support and the key target groups and their needs includ-
ing survivors and their families, orphans, communities and front line EVD workers. 
Red Cross were also able to analyse the current capacity to deliver on our PSP 
commitments and develop plans to improve our ability to plan, implement and 
monitor our PSP programme. 



The Red Cross in Sierra Leone would like to extend its gratitude to the following major partners for their continued support 

59%  Covered 

Sierra Leone revised Ebola emergency response and re-

covery appeal of 94.6 million Swiss francs aimed at     

helping  6.3 million people through 2017. 

Heavy flooding does not hamper Ebola                
response efforts  

 The gentle patter of rain falling on the tin roofs across 
Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, quickly turned into an 
orchestra of clashes and bangs as a torrential downpour last-
ed an entire day. Having no respite from the rain, the city’s 
drainage system became quickly overwhelmed, causing swirl-
ing brown waters to rise and flood the streets.                   
 Most affected by the rising water levels were the in-
habitants of the coastal slum and hillside areas such as Kroo 
Bay and Old Warf. The most vulnerable were relocated to the 
Siaka Stevens football stadium to receive medical attention 
and temporary shelter.                                                                           
 “I had prepared my children for school and asked 
them to wait a while for the rain to cease. In less than a mi-
nute our house became flooded so I moved my kids. No soon-
er had I rescued my daughter  from the already flooded 
house, my roof caved in and I lost everything. I swam with my 
kids to the Kroo Bay community centre to seek refuge, that 
was where I cut my finger as the wall collapsed. I am very 
happy that the Red Cross has treated me and my kids, who 
also suffered some bruises. I have lost everything but I thank 
God for my life and the life of my children,” says Almamy 
Sesay, a resident of Kroo Bay.                                                                       
 However, this was not just a flood. With the prevailing 
threat of Ebola in crowded areas, 100 Red Cross volunteers 
were immediately deployed to the stadium to reinforce mes-
sages of ‘no touch’ and to call the central hotline if they, or 
someone they know, are demonstrating signs of Ebo-
la.  Safeguarding sanitation, the Red Cross also installed an 
information kiosk at the entrance of the stadium to provide 
hand washing facilities and to conduct temperature checks to 
the more than 4,000 people now sheltering  in Siaka Stevens 
stadium. 

 “We have provided the coordination team with 
clothes and household kits to help prepare food for the peo-
ple currently staying in the stadium. Our volunteers have also 
been on hand to provide first aid to people suffering from 
injuries like cuts and scrapes from trying to escape the flood-
ing.  We are still reminding people about the danger of Ebola 
and getting them to wash their hands,” says Patrick Mas-
saquoi, spokesperson for Sierra Leone Red Cross Society.                              
 The main rainy season in Sierra Leone normally lasts 
from June to August , but September has seen continued 
heavy rainfall, especially on the 16th,  and it continued for 
another five days, bringing more challenges to the country 
still battling an Ebola outbreak, now for more than one year. 
It is not just Ebola that is of concern. With the flooding, com-
munities are on alert for a potential cholera outbreak.       
   “The current flooding in Freetown and elsewhere in 
Sierra Leone is an indication of how vulnerable the country is 
to natural disasters. The local Red Cross has acted quickly and 
effectively to address the immediate needs of those affected 
by the flooding but, as in other disasters, it is the poorest and 
most vulnerable members of society, including those living in 
the slums and in poorly constructed houses, who have been 
disproportionally affected,” states John Fleming, International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies Emergen-
cy Health Coordinator. “Disaster risk reduction interventions 
are critical to averting similar tragedies.”                                
 The Sierra Leone Red Cross Society is also providing 
immediate life-saving support to flood-affected families in 10 
communities in Bo and Pujehan districts. The IFRC has re-
leased 88,050 Swiss francs from its Disaster Relief Emergency 
Funds to assist the local National Society in meeting the 
needs of 2,630 people for a period of three months. Activities 
are focusing on the provision of essential emergency relief 
items, shelter, health, and clean water and sanitation.  

Red Cross Ebola Response and Recovery                                         

Partnership meeting 

SLRCS will be hosting a partnership meeting on 16th-17th October 

to present the progress and achievements made so far in the Ebola 

response and generate support for the subsequent recovery pro-

gramme.  The meeting will be attended by national and interna-

tional partners. 

http://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=97988
http://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=97988

