
Doloow District, Gedo Region, Somalia

Doolow NFI and Shelter Market Assessment - Household  

Four seasons of successive poor rainfall in Somalia have resulted in 
protracted drought, triggering widespread displacement from rural to 
urban areas. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) are often the most 
vulnerable, with poor living conditions, few household belongings and 
lack of access to basic services. In response to the ongoing drought, 
humanitarian actors have sought to provide IDPs with shelter and non-
food items (NFIs) assistance, both through in-kind vouchers and cash 
distributions. It is within this context that the Somalia Shelter and NFI 
Cluster, in partnership with the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) approached REACH to conduct an assessment to inform NFI 
responses in Doolow District. From 17 to 19 March 2018, REACH 
interviewed 193 randomly sampled IDP households (HHs) living in the 
two major IDP settlements in Doolow as well as 29 NFI vendor Key 
Informants (KIs). This factsheet presents findings from the HH survey, 
with a 95% confidence level and a 10% margin of error. Findings from the 
vendor KI interviews are presented in a separate factsheet.

March  2018

Markets in Doloow town 61%
Humanitarian aid 32%
Markets outside Doloow town 6%
No access at all 1%

NFI access

Kabasa and Qansalay IDP settlements

Most commonly reported sources of NFIs in the month prior to this 
assessment:

1. Blankets 62%
2. Sleeping mats 59%
3. Mosquito nets 57%

Most commonly reported NFIs that HHs are unable to access enough 
of1: 

Most commonly reported shelter repair materials that HHs are unable 
to access enough of1:

1. Plastic sheeting 41%
2. Wooden poles 40%
3. Timber 29%

76% Cash or voucher
24% In-kind

NFI assistance
Preferred assistance modality for NFIs:

76+24+A
Most commonly reported reasons1 for preference for cash or voucher 
over in-kind assistance2:

1. Freedom to purchase preferred items 90%
2. Ability to save for times of greater need 33%
3. More dignity 17%

Most commonly reported reasons1 for preference for in-kind over cash 
or voucher assistance2:

1. Poor quality of items at the market 81%
2. Unstable currency 10%
3. Prefer not to visit the market 6%
4. Prices at the market are unstable 3%
5. Low quantity of items at the market 2%

 1. Participants could select multiple responses.
 2. By those who reported preference for the respective assistance modality.
 3. Participants were asked to report approximate number of days per week.
 4. Participants indicated approximate time, the data was then categorised into three categories during analysis.
 5. Percentage increase presented here is the average price increase on a particular NFI compared to the month prior to this assessment, calculated from only those households that indicated an
     increase in price. 

Market access
Number of days that HHs visit the market to buy NFIs3:

Six days 19%
Five days 2%
Two days 4%
One day 67%
None 8%

Reported average amount of time needed to walk to the nearest 
market4:

9% Less than 10 minutes
73% 10 to 30 minutes
18% 31 to 60 minutes

Most commonly reported non-security related challenges to market 
access1:

1. Nobody to leave children with 49%
2. Distance to market is too far 30%
3. No challenge perceived 15%

NFI prices and affordability
Most commonly reported NFIs that HHs could afford at the market1:

1. Mosquito nets 39%
2. Blankets 36%
3. Water containers 34%

NFIs with highest average price change compared to the month prior 
to this assessment5:

Nails +12%
Plastic sheeting/ Blanket +10%
Wooden poles/ Mosquito net/ Jerry can +8%
Timber/ Cooking pot +7%

For more information on this factsheet, 
please contact REACH: 

somalia@reach-initiative.org

61+32+6+1 19+2+4+67+8

9+73+18+A


