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UNICEF calls for the urgent protection of children in 

the Central African Republic 
 

 

BANGUI, Central African Republic, 12 May 2018 - A dramatic increase in violence in the 

Central African Republic in the first part of 2018 has forced at least 55,000 people, including 

28,600 children to flee because of brutality and violence in their communities. 

 

The already precarious humanitarian and security situation in the country has deteriorated over 

the past year, worsening even further since the start of 2018. There are currently an estimated 

687,400 internally displaced persons, up from 440,000 in 2017, including more than 357,400 

children who lost access to education, health and protection services.  

 

“Children are paying the highest price for this new surge of violence. All actors should stop 

violence against children now!” said Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNICEF Regional Director for West and 

Central Africa, on a five-day visit to the Central African Republic. “The world must not forget 

the children of the Central African Republic. Protection of children should come first.” 

 

Beyond the immediate risks to increased violence, the situation of children in the country 

remains critical. A third of children are currently out of school. Close to half of all children are 

not fully immunized and 41 per cent of children under the age of five suffer from chronic 

malnutrition.  

 

At least 2.5 million people, including 1.3 million children, are in need of urgent humanitarian 

assistance, but resources are severely limited. As of the end of April, only 15 per cent of 

UNICEF’s 2018 humanitarian appeal has been funded. The agency needs an additional US$48 

million to keep providing life-saving assistance to children and families in the country. 

 

UNICEF is providing children with life-saving assistance including basic health care, specific 

support for victims of sexual violence and abuse, and access to temporary learning spaces in 

internally displaced camps.  

 

In 2017, as part of the response to the Lake Chad basin polio outbreak, more than 800,000 

children under-five were vaccinated against polio, representing 98 per cent coverage. In 

addition, over 26,000 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition were treated, with a 

recovery rate of 90 per cent.  

 

In 2017 alone, UNICEF supported the release of 2,969 children from armed forces and groups. 

As part of its humanitarian emergency response, UNICEF helped set up 315 child-friendly and 

temporary learning spaces in displacement camps, reaching more than 56,600 children.  

 

“With significant investment in targeted interventions, we can make a real difference for 

children both in internally displaced sites and host communities. UNICEF and our partners are 

achieving encouraging results focusing on four key priorities: scaling up immunization, ending 

malnutrition, providing education, and protection, including in emergency situations,” said 

Poirier. “We need support to take this to scale with our partners.” 

 

 

 

 

### 

 



 
 

About UNICEF 

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s most disadvantaged 

children. Across 190 countries and territories, we work for every child, everywhere, to build a 

better world for everyone. 

 

 

For more information about UNICEF and its work for children, visit www.unicef.org   

 

Follow UNICEF Central African Republic on Twitter and Facebook  

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Hadrien Bonnaud, UNICEF CAR, +236 70 55 02 27 hbonnaud@unicef.org  

Anne-Isabelle Leclercq Balde, UNICEF West and Central Africa, +221 77 740 69 

14, aleclercqbalde@unicef.org  

Joe English, UNICEF New York, +1 917 893 0692 jenglish@unicef.org  
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