
 

 

 

BACKGROUND AND TRIGGER 
FOR ASSESSMENT 

DRC conducted a Rapid protection assessment (RPA) on 

the 5th May 2021, after getting an alert of new 

displacement by local communities in Saqafat Islami (PD1) 

of Ghazni city of Ghazni province. Due to armed conflict, 

approximately 400 to 420 households (HHs) are displaced 

from Qarabagh district of Ghazni province to Saqafat 

Islami (PD1) of Ghazni city during April 2021. The DRC 

protection team conducted 6 Key Informant Interviews 

(KIIs), 3 Community Discussions (CDs) and 3 Direct 

Observations (DOs) with men, women, youth, elderly and 

persons living with physical disabilities (PlWD). 36 

community members consisting of 8 women and 28 men 

participated including both newly displaced persons and 

host communities. 

 

DISPLACEMENT CONTEXT AND 
SITE INFORMATION 

Approximately 400 to 420 HHs were displaced from 
Qarabagh district of Ghazni province due to ongoing 
conflict between Armed Opposition Groups (AOGs) and 
Afghan National Army (ANA). They are settled in Saqfat 
Islami, which is government property, in PD1 of Ghazni 
city. Saqfat Islami consists of 40 or 42 blocks with no public 
facilities such as public schools and public health clinic, etc. 
Men and women are settled in separate blocks, and 
families are allowed to meet for few minutes during the 
day, which restricts families’ communication. Since 
Saqafat Islami is a government property, therefore, police 
are appointed to guard the property and control IDPs 
movement within the blocks.  

All IDPs reported that they had left most of their valuable 
belongings back at home and were only able to carry one 
pair of clothes. During CDs, 50% of women reported that 
their husbands while 85% of IDPs reported that their 
relatives are still in Qarabagh district to take care of their 
personal properties and agricultural lands. However, IDPs 
showed concerns for their safety due to the ongoing 
armed conflict, and stated that they may leave if conflict 
intensifies. Almost all IDPs reported that they anticipate 
more arrivals due to the deteriorating security situation in 
their Area of origin (AoO). All participants showed return 
intensions once the security situation improves and peace  

 

 

resumes. Participants during KIIs and CDs also reported 
that they have got eviction notice from governor office 
and DoRR but they are unable to leave as have no other 
place to settle. Due to lack of income generation 
opportunities, IDPs are unable to rent place to live.  

IDPs further reported that they had demonstration in front 
of governor office on May 4 (a day prior to RPA) against 
eviction’s decision. 

 

COMMUNITY STRUCTURES AND 
PARTICIPATION 

The population of Saqafat Islami consists of a combination 
of host community members and newly arrived IDPs. 
 
Within the community, men maintain a leadership role. 
Men are responsible for decisions taken at the household 
and community levels. Women participants reported that 
women are not part of any decision-making structures at 
household and community level such as Shuras/Jirgas or 
other community structures. They further reported that 
those women whose husbands are left behind in AoO are 
not allowed to take decisions even for their daily chores. 
This make their movements restricted and life difficult.  
IDPs reported that they consult community 
representative/elder for decision making and conflict 
resolution. However, it is difficult for female-headed 
households to consult community representative/elder 
without any adult male in the family due to cultural 
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reasons, which don’t allow women to talk with non-
mahram directly.  
 
According to DOs, only men were present in the public 
places and women presence was missing. However, 
protection team has observed three women near the 
mobile health clinic, waiting for general health check-up.  
 
Assessment findings show no significant tension between 
the IDP and the host communities, however, tension is 
reported between newly displaced and protracted IDPs 
over humanitarian assistance. There is an observed good 
level of social cohesion within the IDPs and host 
communities; available resources are shared and IDPs are 
guided on available services and procedures by the host 
community. 

 
SAFETY AND SECURITY 

Although all IDPs reported that they feel safe in their 
current location in Saqafat Islami, however, they reported 
movement restriction within the blocks. All participants 
(men and women) reported that they are not allowed to 
meet their families but only for few minutes during the 
day. Since men and women blocks are separate, therefore, 
families are living separately in their respective blocks, 
which make it difficult to communicate even if urgent.  

Protection team has observed police check point at 
entrance and IDPs reported that police are patrolling the 
area once or twice a day, which make them feel safe. No 
crimes are reported by participants of CDs and KIIs.  

.                                               

 

ARMED ACTORS 

An Afghan police checkpoint is located at the entrance of 
Saqafat Islami. Due to police checkpoint and regular 
patrolling, IDPs reported feeling safer. IDPs also reported 
a respectful interaction among police, IDPs and host 
community.  
 
Children were not observed wearing uniforms (police or 
military) and IDPs have not reported forced recruitment of 
children by any armed actors. 

 
KEY PROTECTION CONCERNS 

CHILD PROTECTION  

IDPs reported that they have been displaced recently in 
April 2021, therefore, have no child labor and/or any other 
significant child protection issues among the displaced 
community. Children are not enrolled in public schools as 
IDPs are at risk of forced eviction. They further reported 
that there are five children who are living with their 
grandparents as parents are left in AoO. Due to limited 
space in transportation, only children managed to flee 
with their grandparents and uncle’s family. There’s no 
communication with parents back at AoO due to lack of 

mobile phone signals. They don’t know if parents are still 
at AoO or have fled to other area. IDPs further reported 
that there are orphan children living with their 
grandparents or extended family. During CDs, all 
participants (men and women) reported that marriage age 
range from 13 to 21yrs for girls and 14 to 35yrs for boys.   
 
Both men and women participants reported that there is 
lack of humanitarian services in their area but some 
families have received emergency assistance from few 
local NGOs.  
 
As a result of armed conflict and displacement, high levels 
of psychological distress including fear, impaired 
concentration, and helplessness in children has been 
observed by community members, and reported through 
CDs and KIs. IDPs further reported that young children are 
sleeping for long hours and lacking interest in playing or 
engaging in outdoor activities.   

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

Women reported the overcrowding of living spaces and 
toilet facilities, providing no privacy for women and girls. 
There is only one toilet per block, are without lock, 
partially damage and used by both men and women; 
therefore, women and girls reported facing particular 
challenges managing menstruation due to the congested 
and mixed facilities and limited access to sanitary pads, 
which they reported resulting in them not leaving their 
rooms even if urgently needed. Women further reported 
that there is no bathroom facility in their location, which 
make it difficult for them to take bath. Even no women and 
girl has taken bath since they arrived to this location, 
creating hygiene problems especially in current pandemic.  

No women and girls’ space is present in the area. However, 
women reported that they gather in their respective 
blocks to socialize with other women, sometimes. It was 
further reported that overcrowded spaces, joint toilet 
facilities with no privacy for women and girls (men feel 
shame and frustrated with the situation as seeing their 
women and young girls attending mixed facilities), lack of 
food, and lack of access to basic services and employment, 
has increased domestic violence among IDPs.  

VULNERABLE GROUPS  

Based on CDs, KIIs and DOs, elderly persons and PlWD are 
facing particular hardships to cope with current 
displacement and living in joint and congested spaces. 
Since PlWD do not have any assistive devices (wheelchairs, 
crutches, walker, etc.), they suffer from restricted 
movements and also facing difficulty in attending public 
toilet, which is not built to cater to PlWD needs. During 
KIIs, women also reported that female-headed households 
are particularly vulnerable as their husbands are left 
behind in AoO to take care of personal property and/or 
agricultural land and they are no allowed to take decisions 
or move freely due to conservative culture.  



The movement restriction has impacted women and PlWD 
more than the other demographic groups. Over-crowded 
living spaces, joint and limited toilet facilities, and 
restricted movements within blocks due presence of other 
men has made their life difficult and they can’t access any 
information about services and even services itself.  

HOUSING, LAND AND PROPERTY  

Men participants reported that their houses and 
properties may have been looted and destroyed by AoGs 
at their AoO. They expressed concerns that they will not 
be able to rebuild their houses, potentially impacting their 
ability to return safely. All IDPs highlighted their fear of 
eviction as they are settled at government property 
currently. However, due to unemployment, they are 
unable to rent house to live.  

CIVIL DOCUMENTATION 

85% of men reported that they possess tazkira, while the 
remaining IDPs reported that they have not felt the need 
to obtain tazkira. Women reported lack of civil 
documentation due to socio-cultural reason and not 
considering it important documents for them. However, 
IDPs reported that their children may face problem when 
enrolling in public schools in absence of tazkira. It is 
reported that children don’t possess tazkira in general but 
25% of children who had, left it behind as fled in hurry.  

MINE RISK  

IDPs reported unexploded ordnance (UXO) and mines on 
way from Qarabagh district to current location (Saqafat 
Islamia). They reported that these were placed by AoGs. 
They further reported that they are unaware of mine 
placements, therefore, were very scared en route to 
displaced location. IDP men showed concern for the safety 
of their women and children (both boys and girls), elderly 
and PlWD as they may face challenges to return safely to 
their AoO. 

 

ACCESS TO SERVICES AND 
COPING MECHANISMS 

All IDPs requested humanitarian assistance especially for 
women, girls (hygiene material and reusable sanitary 
pads), and PlWD. In the absence of assistive devices, PlWD 
have restricted movement, are dependent on other family 
members for all their needs, and have no access to 
services and information.  

SHELTER / NFIs  

IDPs are temporarily living at the government property in 
Saqafat Islami and at risk of forced eviction. IDPs reported 
living in separate blocks (men and women) led to family 
separation. Overcrowded joint facilities (especially toilets) 
has created specific problems for women, girls, elderly and 
PlWD. IDPs reported consistently that shelter is their 
primary need due to the high level of congestion. They 
further reported that they left all of their HH NFIs in their 
AoO, and lack basic NFIs including cooking supplies, 

beddings, and blankets. IDPs requested emergency NFI 
support to meet their basic needs 
  
All reports highlighted increased tension and conflict 
among women, girls and children due to congestion. 
Around 40 to 50 people are living in one block with no 
privacy and access to basic facilities, always lead to big 
fights and increase psychological distress among them.   

HEALTH AND NUTRITION  

All KIIs and CDs participants reported no access to health 
services including public hospitals and/or clinics as they 
are unfamiliar with services available in their current 
location. A mobile health clinic provides primary 
healthcare services but has no doctor and equipped with 
nurses only. Women and girls requested a gynecologist 
services to meet female reproductive health needs.   

EDUCATION 

IDPs are displaced recently, therefore, children are not 
enrolled in school currently. However, IDPs also reported 
that children lack tazkira, therefore, may face problems at 
time of enrollment. Furthermore, IDPs reported that there 
is only private school in walking distance in Saqafat Islami, 
but the public school is approximately 3 ½ hours away 
from their current location. IDPs are unable to afford fee 
for private school, therefore, are not intending to enroll 
their children.   

FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOOD  

IDPs are living at government property and receiving 
cooked food, provided by local government. However, all 
IDPs reported low food consumption as not getting in 
sufficient quantity and as per needs. All men participants 
reported that limited food consumption has impacted 
women and children’s health.  

WASH   

All IDPs reported that they have access to potable water, 
provided by local government.  However, one toilet in 
each block has created lot of problems. Toilets have no 
locks, partially damage, and unhygienic, providing no 
privacy but also putting IDPs at risk of catching infections 
and different diseases. All women reported that they have 
not taken bath since arrived due to no bathing facility, 
created health issues for women and girls. They are unable 
to keep themselves clean during and after menstruation, 
resulting in increased psychological distress. However, 
men participants reported that they manage to get bath in 
public bathrooms.  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Advocacy with local government to 
prevent/mitigate risk of forced eviction and 
looking for possible relocation with support of 
local government.  



2. The destruction of personal property in Area of 
Origin (AoO) is a breach of key obligations under 
IHL and Principle 21 of Guiding Principles of 
Internal Displacement (section II) to all parties of 
the conflict. The humanitarian community must 
continue its efforts to voice the need to uphold 
the principles of addressing displacement 
including the right to have access to basic services 
while being internally displaced and unable to 
return to areas of origin.  

3. Emergency shelter (cash-for-rent) and NFI 
support is recommended to reduce the risk of 
forced eviction, in addition to safety and dignity 
risks associated with congested living spaces and 
families being separated.  

4. MPCA support is recommended to meet basic 
needs.   

5. Emergency food distribution is recommended to 
support IDPs to meet food consumption needs 
and to address the nutrition gaps currently 
experienced with the cooked food being 
distributed. 

6. Child Friendly Spaces are recommended to be 
established in the displaced location to reduce 
psychological distress among children, to support 
child development and strengthen their resilience 
by addressing the trauma they will have 
experienced in the course of displacement.  

7. Women/Girls Spaces are recommended to be 
established to provide an opportunity to women 
and girls to be engaged with each other, exchange 
information, and rebuild community networks 
and support.   

8. Health services (primary, reproductive and 
MHPSS) are recommended to meet the health 
needs of affected population.  

9. Hygiene items distribution is recommended, 
including reusable sanitary pads for women and 
girls to support menstruation management.  

10. Humanitarian Mine Action survey and clearance 
is recommended en route to Saqafat Islami to 
reduce mine risks. Mine Risk Education is 
recommended for both IDPs and host community 
members.  

 

  


