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Key Advocacy Messages on Birth Registration of all refugee children born in Bangladesh1 

Birth registration is the official recording of the birth of a child through a state’s administrative 
process. It is a permanent and official record of a child’s existence and establishes a child’s legal 
identity. A birth certificate is a civil document issued by the state to prove birth registration and the 
information include the parents’ names, date and place of birth and nationality.  
 
Birth registration and issuance of birth certificates does not itself confer nationality upon a child. The 
process for registering births is distinct from the process whereby individuals acquire nationality. 
 
According to the 2004 Bangladesh law on birth registration (amended in 2013), it is mandatory to 
register the birth of all children born in Bangladesh “irrespective of race, religion, caste, clan or sex”.2 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention on the Right of the 
Child (CRC), to which Bangladesh is party, provide for immediate birth registration of all children born 
on the territory. 
 
In practice, the birth registration of refugee children into the Bangladesh’s digitized civil registry, the 
Birth and Death Registration System (BRIS) started in 2015. However not all children’s birth have been 
registered as some were excluded based on the legal status or origin of their parents. In addition, birth 
registration into the Bangladesh’s digitized civil registry, is suspended since last year and as a result 
none of the new born refugee children have been registered.  
 
Birth registration is key to ensure the welfare of children and it also plays a key role in the following 
scenarios: 

 

 A birth certificate, as a proof of identity, assists in proving ties with the country of origin and 
as such facilitates voluntary repatriation in safety and dignity.  

 Birth registration is crucial to prove family links and facilitate family reunification with family 
members. 

 Children whose birth have not been registered are more vulnerable to protection risks such 
as trafficking, child marriage, and illegal adoption, and it will be more difficult to seek legal 
recourse in such case.  

 Recording births in the national system will enable the Bangladesh government to have 
accurate information about the persons living on the territory for the purposes of security, as 
well as humanitarian planning. 

 
To reduce risks inherent to non-registration of birth and ensure that all children born in the territory 
have an identity in line with Bangladesh law and international obligations, the Government of 
Bangladesh should register the birth of all refugee children born in Bangladesh immediately after birth 
without any distinction of race, religion, national origin or status of the parents and to issue birth 
certificates to each refugee child. 

                                                           
1 These advocacy messages focus on birth registration. Other advocacy messages relating to civil registration such as death, 
marriage and divorce, will be developed separately.  
2 See the Bangladesh 2004 Birth and Death Registration Act.  


