
In Cox’s Bazar, COVID-19 has had significant impact 

in the already extremely congested camps and 

has also had a number of adverse effects on the 

host community. The pandemic and containment 

measures have exacerbated existing discrimination 

and inequalities for vulnerable groups and those 

already marginalized. Women and girls facing an 

increase in unpaid care work, greater protection risks 

in and out of their homes and more mental health 

issues, while simultaneously being less able to access 

lifesaving services and support. 

A Rapid Gender Analysis was conducted by ISCG 

Gender Hub, CARE, Oxfam, ACAPS-NPM and UN 

Women. Understanding how social characteristics, 

such as gender, age, disability status, or gender 

identity, along with the rigid social norms in both 

communities and the decreasing basic services play 

a role in a person’s ability to protect themselves and 

recover from the secondary impacts of COVID-19, is 

crucial to ensuring a response that does not leave 

the most vulnerable behind. Women, men and other 

vulnerable groups such as transgender persons, 

people with disabilities, and sex workers are willing 

to participate in the COVID-19 response and must be 

officially recognized, visible and actively involved in 

the response at all stages.

Men cannot not go to work and in any 
case, there is no work. Because of the 
containment measures they cannot 
go out to the villages and earn money. 
They have to stay at home. They beat 
their wives. Women are suffering from 
the violence.

- Female, 24, Rohingya, CPJ 
Volunteers

The following highlights the key findings and 

recommendations for the Protection Sector 

identified by women and men in Rohingya and host 

communities based on their needs and concerns. 
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Figure 5. Since the COVID-19 crisis, 
is it more unsafe for women and girls?

Figure 6. Since the COVID-19 crisis, 
is it more unsafe for men and boys?
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https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/document/shadows-pandemic-gendered-impact-covid-19-rohingya-and-host


The report, In the Shadows of the Pandemic: The Gendered Impact of COVID-19 on Rohingya and Host 
Communities can be found here.

Findings Recommendations

•	 Safety and security risks have 
increased during the pandemic for 
everyone, but pre-existing gendered 
risks have been exacerbated. 
Gender-based violence is increasing, 
including IPV, polygamy, transphobic 
violence and violence against female 
sex workers, while access to support 
is more restricted. 

•	 The different types of stress 
experienced by men and women are 
interlinked and tied closely to gender 
norms and roles where feelings of 
being an inadequate provider can 
contribute to increased IPV.

•	 An increase in early, forced and child 
marriage due to financial pressure 
resulting from the containment 
measures has taken place, as well 
as a halt in education and livelihood 
services for girls and boys, access 
to women and girls’ spaces, and 
the diminishing presence of camp 
authorities. Parents are mostly 
afraid that their children can fall 
victim to diseases and kidnapping. 
Children and adolescents are likely to 
experience the negative impacts on 
their mental health due to the loss 
of educational opportunities and the 
shutting down of safe spaces. 

•	 Increased stigma against 
transgender persons is occurring 
because social discrimination against 
them is based on the perception that 
that they are spreading the virus. 

Protection and GBV
Urgent Priorities 

1. Increase community-based protection to ensure safe access to 
different services for women, girls and transgender persons. 

2. Strengthen collaboration with the camp and legal authorities to 
improve security, including the safety of women and girls in the 
camps. 

3. Work with local police and authorities to improve trust and 
ensure access to reporting for host and refugee communities. 

4. Restore broader GBV services in camps and host communities and 
classify them as essential. 

5. Train all first responders and frontline workers on dealing with 
GBV disclosures and referrals of GBV cases. 

6. Ensure women, girls, men and boys have updated information on 
available GBV services and how to access these. 

7. Ensure all staff and volunteers engaged in the COVID-19 response 
and wider humanitarian response are trained or retrained on 
preventing sexual exploitation and abuse.

Continuing Priorities 

8. Increase work on engaging men and boys, including religious and 
community leaders in consultations and awareness-raising with 
communities on preventing GBV, promoting a more gender-equal 
household dynamics, and reducing social stigma around women 
by breaking social norms and practices, for example, purdah.

Child protection
Urgent Priorities

9. Implement targeted community engagement approaches to 
reach high-risk adolescents, particularly adolescent girls and 
their families, to highlight concerns around early, forced and child 
marriage, child kidnapping, child labour and the short- and long-
term implications of adolescent pregnancies.

10. Strengthen community engagement and risk communication 
efforts to ensure timely access of COVID-19 risk-prevention 
messages for children, including through providing guidance to 
parents/caregivers. 

People ignore us more now than before. They call us ‘Corona Virus’ and say COVID-19 
is coming, ‘Get far away from me’, people tell them. Community people do not like 
transgender people, and after the advent of COVID-19 they said that transgender people 
would not remain in our communities and if I say something violence occurs. They also 
said that they will tell armed groups to take me away.

- Transgender, 21, Rohingya
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