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PREVENTING HOSPITAL ACQUIRED INFECTIONS IN EASTERN UKRAINE 

To reduce the risk of infections being acquired in hospitals, WHO with the support from the Japanese 
government is working with health facilities in the conflict affected areas in eastern Ukraine.  

Supply of sterilization equipment as well as the delivery of trainings to health care workers of selected 
health facilities in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions have been key activities to improve the infection 
prevention and control measures in health facilities in the conflict affected areas in eastern Ukraine. 

“Since 2014, Japan has been actively 
supporting the people being affected by the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine in many fields – 
healthcare, education, social infrastructure, 
IDPs and SMEs. We highly evaluate our 
partnership with WHO and believe that this 
project implemented by WHO will greatly 
contribute to improve the infection 
prevention standards in the 2 regions. 
Healthcare is one of the priorities in Japan’s 
assistance policy to Ukraine, and we will 
further support Ukrainian citizens in this 
field,” said H.E. Mr. Shigeki Sumi, 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Japan to Ukraine. 

Health care associated infections in Ukraine  

Despite the lack of reliable data on health care associated infections in Ukraine, WHO estimates that up 
to 40% of the patients contract infectious diseases while receiving medical care in developing countries. 
Specialized health care services, such as surgeries, impose a greater risk of exposure to the hospital 
acquired infections for both patients and health care workers. 

The assessment conducted by the WHO Emergency Programme in eastern Ukraine has identified 
shortcomings in infection prevention and control practices including insufficient disinfection 
infrastructure and poor prevention practices in the assessed hospitals.  

Sterilization process in Luhansk regional children’s hospital. 
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 New equipment guarantees better infection prevention 

With the financial support from the government of Japan, WHO supplied two autoclaves, disinfection 
equipment and furniture to the Luhansk regional children’s hospital. Due to the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, the administration and part of the staff of this hospital had to relocate from the non-government 
controlled regional center Luhansk city, to the government controlled area in 2015. The regional hospital 
was re-established at the premises of the health facility in Lysychansk town. The hospital serves almost 
108 000 children, about 25 000 of which are internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

”The average age of the sterilization equipment in this hospital was 30 years. Of course, the quality of 
disinfection was poor, while maintenace expenses were high. The humanitarian support from the WHO 
is a revival of the hospital. New equipment provides doctors with confidence that the instruments and 
materials they need will be sterilized properly and on time”, said Dr. Svitlana Sheika, Chief Physician of 
Luhansk regional children’s hospital.  

Changing the behaviour of the health care workers 

“In order to provide a comprehensive response to infection prevention and control (IPC), the provision of 
materials such as sterilization equipment is insufficient. We also have to train medical doctors, nurses, 
and promote best practice of infection prevention and controls”, said Dr. Caroline Clarinval, Team Lead 
of the WHO Emergency Programme in Ukraine.  

In October 2018, WHO in cooperation with the Kyiv National Medical Academy of Postgraduate Education 
conducted four training sessions on Infection Prevention and Control for more than 150 health care 
professionals working in the conflict-affected regions. 

Over 90 percent of the participants reported that they have benefited from this training. The positive 
feedback confirmed the importance of such trainings to refresh the know-how in the area of infection 
prevention and control.  

“WHO will continue its efforts, and plans on training additional health care workers and will support 
additional health infrastructures at secondary and tertiary health care levels,” Dr. Clarinval said.  

 


