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UN HUMANITARIAN CHIEF CALLSFOR SCALING UP SUPPORT TO MORE THAN
ONE MILLION PEOPLE ONTHE MOVE IN AFGHANISTAN

(Kabul, 7 September 2016) - The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitariafiaké and Emergency Relief
Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien, today called on titerinational community to urgently scale up suppmiver one
million people anticipated to be displaced inteljnahd across borders by the end of the year.

Afghanistan is facing a humanitarian crisis as lyighilnerable families will experience the sevenfyAfghan winter,
many for the first time. Over 5,000 displaced Afgbare returning from Pakistan every day. As alresthis sudden
influx of returnees, the Humanitarian CommunityAfighanistan decided to launch a Flash Appeal reiqugearound
US$150 million to support the humanitarian respansmeet the needs of the spike in numbers of renple on the
move, including new, assisted and undocumentedakfghturnees.

“Families have lost their homes and livelihoodssdaced people are living in tents, unable to fbed children and
have had little or no formal education. This cyalipattern of prolonged conflict must end to avaitbther of
generation of children being lost to war and sirfiigl’ said the UN humanitarian chief concluding tvig-day visit
to Afghanistan.

During his mission to Afghanistan, Mr. O’'Brien meith humanitarian partners, Government officialgl g¢he
diplomatic community and visited displaced famils#fected by the continued conflict.

The humanitarian impact of this prolonged confiicAfghanistan is severe. More than 1.1 million plechave been
displaced from their homes by the conflict, inchglimore than 245,000 people since the beginnirkp6. As the
conflict ensues, humanitarian needs are increasidgaccess constraints have escalated.

Alarming levels of malnutrition affect 2.7 milligmeople including a million children under the addie. Only 35
per cent of children with severe acute malnutritioe being reached and of those, only 25 per ceracually cured.
“More must be done to alleviate children’s suffgremd protect them from dying,” Mr. O’'Brien said.

Mr. O'Brien called on government, donors, interaatil community and humanitarian partners to conmom#aving
lives through better health care services and itagkkidespread malnutrition — a silent humanitargamergency -
which claims more lives of children than the cutreanflict in Afghanistan.

“Now more than ever the international community tmesnain steadfast in support of the people of Afghktan to
provide for displaced families, new returnees andkio tackle the alarming malnutrition crisis t@pent more than
126,000 children from dying this year,” said the HNmanitarian Chief, Stephen O’Brien.

For further information, please contact:
Stacey Winston, OCHA Afghanistan, Public Information Officer, +93 (0) 793001110 or winstons@un.org
Jens Laerke, OCHA Geneva, Deputy Spokesperson, +41 79 472 9750, laerke@un.org
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