
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA) on 30 September announced that a 
mature and “strong” El Niño now prevails in the 
tropical Pacific Ocean, upgrading the 
categorization from “moderate” conditions 
observed in the four months since June. 
PAGASA projects that the current El Niño event 
may intensify to a strength comparable to or 
even surpassing that of the 1997-1998 El Niño, 
which was among the strongest on record to 
date, and is likely to persist until the second 
quarter of 2016. Forecast models suggest that 
large parts of the country, especially Mindanao, 
would be affected by 
below-normal rainfall and 
above-normal temperature 
around May 2016, before 
the weather system 
transitions into the rainy 
season. Dry spell and 
drought conditions, as 
well as water shortages, 
are feared to impact the 
country’s agricultural 
and energy sectors.

According to Senator Loren Legarda, chairman of the senate committee on climate change, the country’s primary concern with El Niño is food security. Prolonged drought can drastically cut down the production of 
local crops such as rice and corn, as well as fisheries yield.  The l997-1998 El Niño affected 74,000 hectares of agricultural lands in 18 provinces of the Philippines. The strongest impact was felt in Mindanao, where at 
least 74 people died and almost half a million agricultural families faced severe food insecurity. The current El Niño episode has already affected over 32,000 hectares of rice fields which were left idle due to dry 
conditions in the first half of the year.

From Janurary to February 
2015, WFP conducted an 
assessment covering Central 
Mindanao.  The results 
indicated a sharp drop in 
agricultural production from the 
previous year.
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Chronic food insecurity has already 
been affecting most of Mindanao. 
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Two provinces (Lanao del Sur and Sulu 
in ARMM) are classified as Severe CFI 
Level 4 where about 15-30% of 
households are severely chronically 
food insecure. 

15 provinces are classified as 
Moderate CFI Level 3, where 
between 25 and 50% of 
households are moderately or 
severely chronically food 
insecure. 
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