
 

Facts & Figures 

EU humanitarian aid 
for the Philippines: 

• €40 million in 
response to 
natural disasters 
since 1997 

• €21 million to 
assist the victims 
of armed conflicts 
since 1997 

• €7.7 million for 
disaster 
preparedness 
since 1998 

• €14.6 million to 
help storm- and 
flood-affected 
people in 2011 

• €6.5 million for 
Typhoon Washi/ 
Sendong 2011 

• €700,000 for 
floods in Luzon 
island August 2012 

• €10 million 
emergency 
assistance for 
Typhoon Bopha/ 
Pablo in 
2012/2013 
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For further information 
please contact ECHO’s 
Regional Support Office 
Bangkok 
Tel.: (+66 2) 255 1036 
 
Joelle Goire, Technical 
Assistant for the Philippines       
e-mail: 
Joelle.Goire@echofield.eu 

Mathias Eick, Regional 
Information Officer  
 e-mail: 
Mathias.Eick@echofield.eu 

Website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo 

 

  

   
 
 

 

• Undertaking rapid and accurate assessments of humanitarian needs 
in the immediate aftermath of typhoons and seasonal storms which 
regularly hit the Philippines are a key priority.  

• Such assessments make sure that the European Commission's 
humanitarian funding targets and reaches the most vulnerable 
groups of society who are least able to fend for themselves after a 
disaster: female-headed households, children, the elderly.   

• The integration of measures to reduce the risks posed by future 
natural disasters into all humanitarian assistance projects makes the 
European Commission's humanitarian funding an investment for the 
future, as it reduces the need for more of the same funding when 
the next storm hits.   

 

Background  

The Philippines is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the 
world, with well-developed disaster management capacities. 
However, with the incessant occurrence of strong typhoons and 
storms, often back-to-back, the European Commission has stepped 
in to provide urgently needed humanitarian assistance. In 2011 

Key messages 

Humanitarian situation and needs 

ECHO FACTSHEET      The Philippines 
 

Some of the 300.000 people were displaced by Typhoon Bopha/Pablo in December 
2012. EC/ECHO/Joelle Goire 
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alone 19 tropical cyclones hit the country, 10 of which were destructive.  In December 
2012, Typhoon Bopha (known locally as Typhoon Pablo) caused extensive damage and 
destruction in its five day passage across the country killing over 700 people and affecting 5 
million others. 
 
Major needs and related problems 

Floods, landslides and destruction of homes and livelihoods, storms frequently cause in the 
Philippines, often leave people in need of temporary shelter, clean water and sanitation 
facilities, primary health care, food and non-food items, along with the promotion of hygiene 
awareness.   
 

 
Funding 

ECHO is providing €10 million in emergency 
funding through humanitarian partner 
organisations working in the areas of 
Mindanao affected by Typhoon Bopha 
(Pablo) in December 2012. Regular needs 
assessments following the disaster allowed 
ECHO to prioritise sectors of interventions 
such as shelter, nutrition, basic health care 
and early livelihood recovery. 

An initial allocation of €3 million addressed 
the needs of 165,000 most vulnerable and 
isolated people within the worst affected 
areas. Three projects funded are a 
consortium of international NGOs (Action 
Contre Le Faim-ACF, CARE, OXFAM, Plan, 
Save the Children, Merlin), a consortium of 
Red Crosses (IFRC, German Red Cross, 
Spanish Red Cross, NDL RC), and UNOCHA. 

More than 1.14 million people were affected 
by Typhoon Bopha, with over 400 000 
seeking emergency shelter. Within 48 hours 
of this disaster three ECHO experts were 
deployed to assess the humanitarian 
situation. The €3 million of emergency aid 
that ECHO subsequently provided went 

towards debris clean-up, emergency 
rehabilitation, food assistance, basic 
household items, shelter, coordination and 
the management of evacuation centres, 
health and hygiene promotion, water and 
sanitation, psychological support and 
protection.  

This was the second typhoon to devastate 
Mindanao in as many years. In December 
2011, communities were devastated by 
flash floods caused by tropical storm Washi 
(Sendong). causing over 1,500 casualties 
and massive destruction. The ECHO 
committed €6.55 million for aid projects 
implemented by partners including the 
International Organisation for Migration 
(IOM), the German Red Cross (in 
partnership with the Philippine and the 
Spanish Red Cross), the UN High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), the 
UN’s Organisation for Coordinating 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and a 
consortium of NGOs led by Acción Contra el 
Hambre, including Save the Children, Plan 
International and Care. 

Reducing the Impact of Natural Disasters 

ECHO's disaster preparedness programme (DIPECHO), set up in 1996, aims at improving the 
capacities of at-risk communities to prepare for and protect themselves from natural 
disasters. For 2012-2013, the overall amount for the region has been increased to €11 million 
with some €2.4 million allocated for DIPECHO projects in the Philippines. Components 
targeting the Philippines are also included in DIPECHO regional projects implemented by IFRC 
and Oxfam. DIPECHO projects support community-based activities, local capacity building, 
small-scale mitigation actions, early warning systems, and education and public awareness 
campaigns. The programme has helped millions of people in disaster-prone regions 
throughout the world to become more resilient to natural disasters. 
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Survivors of the recent Typhoon Bopha (Pablo) that 
devastated large parts of Mindanao try to recover what they 
can from the wreckage of their homes. Mr. Belilos, third 
from the right, front row, has found some thatch to repair 
the roof of his home. ECHO is committing €10 million to 
assist people like Mr. Belilos who lives in this seaside town of 
Hinatuan in Surigao de Sur. He will require emergency aid 
from NGOs, the UN organisations and the Red Cross to help 
him survive the next months as he tries to reconstruct his 
home and his livelihood.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Remi, a 47 year old oil worker, had just returned home to 
Iligan, Mindanao, for Christmas when the flash floods 
destroyed his house in one frightening hour on the night of 
16 December 2011. However, he feels fortunate as his family 
is unharmed.  “My neighbours were not so lucky and many 
are still missing” he explains. Thousands of people like Remi 
were able to receive vital emergency aid such as clean water, 
food and hygiene kits at emergency centres provided by 
various NGOs, UN organisations and the Red Cross. ECHO 
committed over €6.5 million to assist people like Remi. 
 

 
 
 
Clutching their ration cards, one of the more than 
300,000 people in Mindanao who were affected by 
Typhoon Washi (Sendong) in December 2011, awaits her 
turn to receive humanitarian assistance provided by the 
Philippine Red Cross with the support of ECHO. Many 
had to remain in emergency centres for months as their 
homes had been completely destroyed and the area 
declared unsafe for resettlement. 


