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In response to such multi-layered crisis (earthquakes, con!ict and pandemic) IOM 
utilizes a multi-sectorial “Prepare, Prevent, Protect” (PPP)approach with the goal 
of mitigating the negative impact of COVID-19 on already vulnerable displaced 
communities. Each response is color coded to the areas the activities cover.

85,486
con!rmed COVID-19 cases 
as of 29 July, 2020

204,095
Returning Overseas Filipinos (ROF) have 
arrived in the country since February 2020

102,652
were land-based repatriates

101,048
were sea-based repatriates

395
were returnees from Sabah

9,000
LSIs remain in facilities  
awaiting clearance to travel

29,701
OFWs, LSIs and internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
directly reached by IOM assistance to date

A total of 204,095 Returning Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) have arrived in the 
country. A total of 99,516 OFWs have been assisted with onward transportation through 
the government’s Hatid-Tulong Program. However, about 9,000 locally stranded individuals 
(LSIs) – which include stranded workers, tourists and students – still await COVID testing 
before being allowed to return to their places of origin.  

On 28 July, the senate passed the Bayanihan to Recover as One Act, allotting PHP 140B for 
the government’s pandemic response and economic recovery e!orts. Among the programs 
covered are employment and training programs speci"cally for displaced OFWs.

Received for IOM Philippines COVID Response: $ 6,054,390

Total IOM Philippines COVID Appeal: $6,300,000

IOM provided 500 sleeping kits to DSWD Region 9 to provide temporary shelter 
solutions for the returnees from Sabah. ©IOM, 2020

In coordination with the BARMM Government, IOM Philippines chartered a ship to 
facilitate the safe return back home of LSIs to Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi. ©IOM, 2020

IOM PHILIPPINES HUMANITARIAN APPEAL: 96%!FUNDED

IOM’s action to support migrants is supported with funding from:
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LOGISTICS PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY MANAGEMENT

• On 26 July, upon the request of DSWD, IOM with support from the German Humanitarian Assistance, 
provided meals to 500 LSIs in the designated holding center in San Jose del Monte, Bulacan. The LSIs here 
are among the 9,000 awaiting onward transportation to return to their place of origin. The assistance 
augments the government’s mobile kitchen program implemented through the DSWD. 

POINTS OF ENTRY

IOM continues its strategic partnership with the Department of Foreign A"airs (DFA), Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) and PCG to support migration management and emergency operations at POEs in Manila 
and Zamboanga. 

• IOM has deployed 40 buses and supported 828 OFWs with onward transportation, to date. 

• To enhance frontline capacities at PoEs, IOM has assisted the PCG through the deployment of 40 vans for use 
by swabbing teams, and the development of a data management system for tracking and reporting. 

• In this reporting period, IOM donated 20 modular tents for use as isolation and temporary accommodation 
facilities of PCG personnel. This was done in view of supporting the PCG’s ongoing critical operations at entry 
points by providing frontline responders with safe and suitable options in the conduct of their duties. 

• Responding to the call of the Bangsamoro Government through the Ministry of Social Services and 
Development (MSSD) - Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), IOM chartered a 
ship to facilitate the safe return home of 355 LSIs to Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi. This collaborative e"ort with 

IOM delivered modular tents for 
Philippine Coast Guard frontline 

personnel in charge of critical 
operations at entry points. 

©IOM, 2020

COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS

• IOM continues to coordinate with government frontline agencies the Department of Foreign A"airs, the 
Department of Labor (DOLE), the Overseas Workers Welfare Association (OWWA) and the Philippine Coast 
Guard (PCG) to enhance capacity towards safe and digni"ed interventions for migrants and mobile 
populations a!ected by COVID-19.# 

• Under IOM Philippines’ Prepare, Prevent, Protect (PPP) COVID-19 response programme, IOM is supporting 
government e!orts to safeguard vulnerable displaced populations in Mindanao with the support of US 
Agency for International Development / Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance, the British Embassy in Manila, and 
the New Zealand Embassy. In the reporting period, IOM held discussions with Mayors in three municipalities 
of Cotabato Province and six municipalities of Davao del Sur to ensure IOM’s Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH), Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), Mental Health and Psychosocial Support 
(MHPSS) and socio-economic support programming complements the approach of the local government. 

• IOM remains active in the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and Mindanao Humanitarian Team (MHT), in 
addition to co-leading the CCCM Cluster with the Philippines’ Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD). 

COVID-19 RESPONSE UPDATES 
PHILIPPINES SITREP NO. 5 | 10 AUGUST 2020

http://facebook.com/IOMPhilippines
mailto:iomphilippines@iom.int
mailto:iomphilippines@iom.int
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
http://facebook.com/IOMPhilippines


iomphilippines@iom.int philippines.iom.int /IOMPhilippines

COVID-19 RESPONSE UPDATES 
PHILIPPINES SITREP NO. 5 | 10 AUGUST 2020

PROTECTION

• IOM, together with the Philippine Red Cross (PRC) continues to provide capacity building support to 
frontline responders. To date, a total of 178 frontline personnel have been trained by IOM on Psychosocial 
First Aid. Furthermore, 51 frontline personnel #were trained on gender-based violence (GBV) and Protection 
against Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) in the context of COVID-19 on August 5. This webinar equips 
PCG sta" with the basic knowledge on GBV and PSEA, raise awareness of these incidents, and mainstream 
protection measures in their roles as frontline responders. 

• As part of the PPP programme, IOM provided 500 sleeping kits to the MSSD in support of the returning 
Filipinos from Sabah that will be heading to BARMM’s island provinces. The second batch of returnees arrived 
on 29 July.  

• IOM also provided 500 sleeping kits to DSWD Region 9 in 
support of returning Filipinos from Sabah who will be travelling 
to their communities of origin within the Zamboanga Peninsula. 

• IOM provided psychosocial support to 299 children aged 3-4 
years old across 12 evacuation sites in Magsaysay, Davao del 
Sur (photo). Through art activities, the children learned the 
importance of handwashing.

CAMP COORDINATION AND CAMP MANAGEMENT

As Cluster Co-lead with the DSWD, IOM works with government and relevant stakeholders to ensure 
enhanced preparedness and response to COVID-19 pandemic in displacement sites. 

• Under the PPP programme which supports IDP communities in vulnerable situations, IOM has provided 
technical assistance in 17 displacement sites in North Cotabato, including technical assistance to 
government o$cials as well as training and mentoring for 17 camp managers. This support helps camp 
managers handle the additional workload in the context of COVID-19 and adapt their daily activities to 
mitigate the risk of COVID-19. Additionally, IOM provided Care and Maintenance Training and CCCM 
Training for better preparation to the COVID-19 in two displacement sites in Davao del Sur. 

• IOM assistance also includes 293 facility refurbishments in 23 sites, including 77 WASH facilities.

ADDRESSING SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE CRISIS 

• As part of IOM’s PPP programme, IOM has an ongoing Norway-funded project to mitigate the socio-
economic impact of COVID-19 and support the normalization process in the BARMM. Under this project, 
IOM will support cooperatives from former combatants, speci"cally the Bangsamoro Islamic Women’s 
Auxiliary Brigade (BIWAB). In the reporting period, IOM started the selection process for the BIWAB 
cooperatives, with questionnaires and assessments completed from 9 cooperatives. The data collected will be 
consolidated and will form the basis for shortlisting and for prioritization through a ranking system that will 
consider the impact of COVID-19 on the cooperatives and their communities – 5 will be selected. 

• In this reporting period, IOM has provided care and maintenance for two evacuation centres in North 
Cotabato under the CERF Rapid Response project. This project, which is closing in early August, has been 
tailoring its support to help safeguard IDP communities from the humanitarian e"ects of COVID-19, which has 
included broadening its cash for work (CFW) programme to provide socio-economic support to more IDP 
families. In this reporting period, IOM provided additional income to 50 IDP families through its inclusive 
CFW activities, bring the total families supported with CFW to 443.
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