
 

Facts& Figures 
 

 Number of people 
affected and 
number of refugees 
and/or internally 
displaced persons 
(IDPs) in North: 
1.1 million, 
including 361,000 
newly displaced by 
fighting in last 6 
months  

 Number of food 
insecure people in 
Sindh Province: 30 
million (70% of 
population). 17.5% 
of children are 
acutely 
malnourished 

 Estimated number 
of  Afghan refugees 
in Pakistan: 1.7 
million registered, 
and up to 1.5 
million 
unregistered 

 Total European 
Commission 
Humanitarian Aid 
in 2012: €70 
million   
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• The emergency needs of those internally displaced due to the conflict in 

the North and the regions neighbouring Afghanistan, as well as those of 
populations affected by food insecurity and recurrent floods, must 
continue to be addressed. 

• It is imperative to assist in the process of voluntary repatriation and 
international protection of Afghan refugees, including preservation of 
asylum space, alternative stay arrangements and resettlement. 

• Protecting humanitarian space and ensuring neutral, impartial and 
independent action, in line with basic humanitarian principles is a priority. 

• There is a need to continue mainstreaming Protection, Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Linking Relief, Rehabilitation and Development in the 
humanitarian response.  

• The coordination of humanitarian efforts must continue to be 
strengthened. 

 

 
 
Background and/or Situation in Country 
 
The North of Pakistan and the regions neighbouring Afghanistan, Khyber  
Pakhtunkwa (KP) and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), 
continue to be affected by large scale internal displacements due to 
military operations. According to UNHCR, as of mid-August 2012, 160,000 
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families have been registered as being internally displaced across KP and FATA, meaning over 1.1 
million individuals. 11% of them are staying in three camps (Jalozai, Togh Sarai and New Durrani) and 
89 % in host communities. The conflict has resulted in the displacement of over 361,000 individuals 
from FATA to KP in the last 6 months alone. Many of the Internally Displaced People (IDPs) are not 
registered so the actual number may be even higher.  
 
In the South, the 2011 floods in Sindh Province continue to have a very severe impact on the 
population, in particular on the women and children who were already malnourished prior to the floods, 
who are now suffering from acute malnutrition. In Sindh, 72% of the population suffers from food 
insecurity (2011 National Nutrition Survey) with Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates of 17.5 % 
among children under five. This is above the World Health Organisation (WHO) critical threshold of 
15%. Recent reporting has confirmed that there has been no reduction in these figures. On a national 
level, 43 % of children under 5 (around 10 million) suffer from chronic malnutrition and more than 
15% (around 3.5 million) from acute malnutrition.  
 
Both of these crises go almost unnoticed, are rarely reported in the media and are largely underfunded. 
 
The situation of 1.7 million registered Afghan Refugees and up to 1.5 million additional 
unregistered Afghans also remains of concern. Their legal residency document (“Proof of 
Registration”) will expire by the end of 2012, which may have considerable humanitarian consequences 
because of the return process, expulsions or undocumented residence in Pakistan. The need for 
international protection has substantially increased as a result. Assistance for strictly voluntary 
repatriation and especially for the preservation of asylum space, as well as alternative stay 
arrangements and resettlement are key ECHO concerns.  The Afghan refugee crisis spans over 30 
years, with many Afghans born and integrated in neighbouring countries.  It remains one of the biggest 
and most protracted crises in the world. A "Solution Strategy" document was prepared by the UN's 
Refugee Agency in collaboration with the three governments concerned (Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Iran) and was presented at an international conference in Geneva in May 2012. However, resolution of 
many of the issues is not yet in sight.  
 

 

 
CONFLICT AND NATURAL DISASTERS 
 
The European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) has been 
operational in Pakistan since the 1990s, responding to the needs of people affected by conflict and 
natural disasters, most notably following the 2005 earthquake and 2010 and 2011 floods. 
Humanitarian aid to Pakistan has totalled almost € 385 million since 2009. Assistance and relief items 
were also channelled to flood victims through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. 

The European Union's current humanitarian involvement in Pakistan focuses on three separate but 
interdependent crises: support for the conflict-affected population and internally displaced 
persons (IDPs, more than 1.1 million people); support for the food insecure populations whose 
situation has been aggravated by recurrent flooding; and support for the Afghan refugees 
living in Pakistan (around 1.7 million people), mostly through the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). Response to natural disasters is also an integral part of the humanitarian 
commitment, together with disaster risk reduction. 
 
Responding to the ongoing and evolving humanitarian situation, the European Commission allocated an 
additional €15 million in September 2012 to finance life-saving assistance, bringing the Commission's 
2012 humanitarian contribution for Pakistan to €70 million. ECHO has reacted quickly to help over 
150,000 displaced families in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA – many of whom are particularly 
vulnerable, such as women or child-headed families. Through its INGO, UN and Red Cross / Red 
Crescent partners, ECHO is assisting displaced families in camps as well as those living in host families 
outside the camps, by providing food assistance, shelter, health care, access to safe drinking water, 
sanitation facilities and protection.  

The European Union's Humanitarian Response
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ECHO is also shoring up its efforts to provide nutritional support to children and women among flood-
affected households, particularly in the Sindh province. 
 
ECHO continues to support people affected by the conflict, floods and food insecurity with the provision 
of essential services as well as livelihood support. All activities run by ECHO partners take into account 
the particular needs of the most vulnerable, including women, children, the elderly the disabled and 
minorities. The action also aims to ensure that people who do not possess identification documents or 
are from areas not “notified” by the government as being conflict-affected, are included in assistance 
and protection efforts. Principled, strictly needs-based actions are ECHO’s first concern.  
 
ECHO is currently the largest humanitarian donor in Pakistan covering some 35% of the humanitarian 
funding for 2012 (source: UNOCHA Financial Tracking Service, August 2012). 
 
SUPPORT TO AFGHAN REFUGEES 
 
ECHO funds the repatriation process for those who choose to return to Afghanistan, on a strictly 
voluntary basis. All refugees are addressed by means of mass information campaigns in order to 
provide them with sufficient information to make a well-informed decision to return. Moreover, ECHO 
supports international protection activities including those aimed at preserving asylum space, and 
ongoing refugee status determination and resettlement efforts conducted by UNHCR. 
 
OUTREACH AND COORDINATION WITH OTHER HUMANITARIAN PARTNERS 
 
ECHO is playing a key role in efforts for coordination and common positioning among major actors and 
donors, including with regard to humanitarian space, access and principled actions. ECHO supports 
coherent action placing the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
at the centre of the coordination process. 
 
MAJOR CHALLENGES FOR DELIVERING HUMANITARIAN AID 

• To keep track of and sustain access to moving populations in order to ensure their relief needs are 
met.  This must be achieved in an environment of contracting humanitarian space, severe insecurity 
and overlapping crises where both structural and emergency needs are compounded. 

• To respect the independence of humanitarian actions.  This includes needs-assessments, which 
must be carried out in a neutral and impartial way with vulnerability as the main criteria and major 
exclusion factors including the registration process for IDPs and the landless, continued 
displacements and "forced returns", access, administrative constraints, and security to be 
considered. 

• The coherence and quality of the overall humanitarian response needs to be enhanced; more 
consolidated needs-assessments are required across all sectors and the coordination of 
humanitarian actions needs to be strengthened. 


