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AFGHANISTAN 
Brief: COVID-19 
No. 57 (28 June 2020) 

Key Messages: UPDATED 
• People confirmed to have COVID-19: 30,967 (as of 2pm, 28 June. Source: Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health - MoPH) 
• Deaths from COVID-19: 737 
• Samples tested: 70,788 

 
Key concerns: Border crossing areas, in-country testing capacity, protective equipment for frontline 
workers, commodity prices, messaging and rumour management, international air services 
 

Situation Overview: UPDATED 
MoPH data shows that 30,967 people across all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have COVID-
19. Some 12,588 people have recovered, and 737 people have died (18 of whom are healthcare workers). 70,788 
people out of a population of 37.6 million have been tested. Afghanistan has a test-positivity-rate (positive tests 
as a percentage of total tests) of more than 43 per cent. Almost five per cent of the total confirmed COVID-19 
cases are among healthcare staff. The majority of the deaths were people between the ages of 40 and 69. Men in this 
age group represent more than 53 per cent of all COVID-19-related deaths. With a fragile health system, a developing 
economy and underlying vulnerabilities, the people of Afghanistan are facing extreme consequences from the COVID-
19 pandemic. Due to limited public health resources and testing capacity, confirmed cases of and deaths from COVID-
19 are likely to be under reported overall in Afghanistan. Cases are expected to continue to increase over the weeks 
ahead as community transmission escalates, creating grave implications for Afghanistan’s economy and people’s well-
being. Kabul remains the most affected part of the country in terms of confirmed cases, followed by Hirat, Balkh, 
Nangarhar and Kandahar.  
 
Hospitals report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to treat patients with COVID-19. These 
challenges are related to the supply of personal protective equipment (PPE), testing kits, and medical supplies; a limited 
number of trained staff – further exacerbated by the number of frontline staff falling ill; and financial concerns. 
Humanitarian partners urge the Government of Afghanistan to ensure healthcare staff have adequate personal protection 
and to share distribution plans for existing stocks of medical equipment and PPE with humanitarian partners.  
 

 
                                                  Source: MoPH 
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https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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Cross Border: UPDATED  
The Milak crossing (Nimroz) is officially open to commercial traffic and documented Afghanistan nationals. The Islam 
Qala-Dogharoon land border crossings (Hirat) remain open on both sides for documented travellers and commercial 
traffic. According to UNHCR, there has been a sharp increase in the number of people who have been deported from 
Iran during the period between 14 and 20 June, compared to May. Reportedly, relaxation of movement restrictions in 
Iran has led to many citizens of Afghanistan leaving home irregularly in search of livelihood opportunities in Iran. The 
trend was observed during UNHCR protection monitoring interviews where many interviewed deportees stated that they 
went to Iran but were arrested by the police and immediately deported back to Afghanistan.  
 
According to UNHCR’s latest border monitoring report (covering the period between 14 and 20 June), 32 per cent of 
returnees interviewed at the Islam Qala and Milak border crossing points said that they faced problems during the COVID-
19 outbreak in Iran, such as lost work/wages, discrimination/stigmatisation by local communities, lack of access to 
markets, pressure by Iranian authorities to return to Afghanistan, movement restrictions related to the lockdown, and lack 
of access to medical services. Moreover, 84 per cent of the respondents stated that they had received information about 
COVID-19 in Iran, mainly through TV, radio and local communities. 20 per cent of returnees interviewed at the Milak 
border crossing point and 29 per cent at Islam Qala stated that they had not received information about COVID-19 upon 
arrival in Afghanistan. The information gap at Milak border crossing has improved (from 42 per cent to 22 per cent) since 
UNHCR’s follow-up with partners in early May. However, the monitoring findings show that the information provision at 
Islam Qala has slightly worsened compared to early May. 
 
Despite the official announcement by the Government of Pakistan on 16 May that Spin Boldak and Torkham border 
crossings would be open to facilitate return of stranded nationals of Afghanistan and Pakistan to their respective 
countries, Spin Boldak crossing point has been closed to pedestrian movement since 6 June. On 27 June, 6,204 citizens 
of Afghanistan returned from Pakistan through the Torkham border. The process was reportedly orderly and health 
screening procedures were followed. On 20 June, the Government of Pakistan announced that it will also open Ghulam 
Khan border crossing on Saturdays to facilitate pedestrian movement, effective 22 June. 
 
According to UNHCR, 50 per cent of returnees interviewed at the Spin Boldak and Torkham border crossing points said 
they faced problems in Pakistan during the COVID-19 outbreak, mainly lost work/wages, movement restrictions due to 
the lockdown, lack of access to markets, and lack of access to medical services. 95 per cent of those interviewed stated 
that they had received information about COVID-19 in Pakistan, mainly through TV, radio, mosque/ religious leaders and 
local communities. Almost 94 per cent of returnees interviewed at Torkham border crossing and 33 per cent at Spin 
Boldak stated that they had not received information about COVID-19 upon arrival in Afghanistan. The monitoring findings 
shows that the information gap at Spin Boldak slightly increased compared to early May, while the information gap at 

 Coronavirus casts ‘huge shadow’ over Afghan life as multi-dimensional crisis continues - UN (25 June 2020) 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic is not just a health emergency, but a multi-dimensional crisis for Afghanistan, dealing its people a painful 
blow just as Kabul and the Taliban prepare for peace talks in Qatar, the top UN official in the country says. 

Deborah Lyons, Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), told the Security Council on Thursday that the 
COVID-19 outbreak is casting “a huge shadow” over Afghan daily life. Under the leadership of the Government of Afghanistan, the United 
Nations is supporting a coordinated response that includes setting up a nationwide network of laboratories and the provision of personal 
protective equipment, she said. 

Sadly, women and girls are being disproportionately impacted by the crisis, with lockdowns limiting their mobility and exposing them to greater 
risk of domestic violence, said Ms. Lyons, addressing the Council for the first time since she took up her post in April.  

“The socio-economic impact of weeks of lockdown, reduced economic activity and loss of remittances will be deep and long-lasting”, she said, 
presenting the Secretary-General’s latest report on Afghanistan. Given the challenge of getting more international financial support at a time 
when the pandemic is pummelling the global economy, she said that UNAMA is working closely with the Afghan and Finnish governments to 
prepare for a major donors’ pledging conference – the first since 2018 - due to be held later this year.  “This conference and the peace talks 
(between President Ashraf Ghani’s government and the Taliban) should be mutually reinforcing”, she said, calling for “robust engagement” 
by all stakeholders. 

Ms. Lyons, who was Canada’s ambassador to Kabul from 2013 to 2016, said that Afghanistan has made big strides in recent years, with 
improved living conditions and a free and vibrant media sector. She added that she is also deeply impressed by the strength and courage of 
Afghan youth. But such progress remains fragile, she emphasized, with too many Afghans facing daily struggles to survive, and the 29 
February peace deal between the United States and the Taliban providing only brief respites from all-too-familiar carnage. Particularly 
egregious have been attacks on healthcare facilities in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, with the 12 May attack on a maternity ward in 
Kabul – leaving at least 24 dead, according to news reports - setting a new low, she said. 

On 21 June, UNAMA reported 15 attacks on healthcare sites in the first two months of the pandemic. Eight of the attacks were attributed to 
the Taliban and three to Afghan government forces. 

On the political front, Ms. Lyons welcomed the power-sharing agreement struck on 17 May by President Ashraf Ghani and his main rival 
Abdullah Abdullah, adding that she expects a cabinet and inclusive peace structures to be announced within days. She expressed cautious 
optimism that talks between the Government and the Taliban will start in Doha in July, although they are likely to be long and complex. But 
the peace process risks going off the rails due to spiralling levels of violence that followed a three-day Eid ceasefire. “It is incumbent on all 
countries that support peace to use their influence and call for a reduction of violence,” she said. 

 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/77302
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/77302
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/77302
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1067162
https://unama.unmissions.org/
https://undocs.org/S/2020/549
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1066772
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Torkham remains very high and further efforts are required to provide new arrivals with the information they need to stay 
safe. 
 
Pakistan continues to facilitate the movement of cargo trucks and containers into Afghanistan. On 20 June, responding 
to the Government of Afghanistan’s request, the Government of Pakistan announced that the Ghulam Khan crossing 
point would open six days a week (except for Saturday) to facilitate trade between the two countries. Torkham and Spin 
Boldak crossing points have been open since 16 May for commercial purposes, whereas Ghulam Khan border crossing 
opened on 22 June. 
 
Borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan remain open only for commercial traffic and crossings of passport 
holders back into Afghanistan. 
 
Humanitarians emphasise the critical importance of maintaining a reliable flow of traffic for humanitarian cargo from all 
neighbouring countries and are advocating for special consideration to expedite humanitarian food and relief items 
through border crossings.  
 
Operational Issues: UPDATED  

The Government of Afghanistan announced on 6 June that it was extending the nationwide lockdown for three more 
months, issuing new health guidelines for citizens to follow. According to the latest measures, people must: wear a face 
mask in public places at all times; maintain a 2-metre physical distance; avoid gatherings of more than 10 people; disinfect 
all workplaces; and ensure older people stay at home. The Government has extended the closure of schools for three 
more months through until the end of August. Additionally, all hotels, parks, sports complexes and other public places 
will remain closed for three months; certain public transport facilities, such as buses carrying more than four passengers, 
will not be allowed to travel. All government offices have reopened with public servants attending in two shifts and on 
alternate days. According to reports, while lockdown measures are in place, enforcement has been uneven.  
 
Measures to contain the spread of the virus continue to differ across provinces where local authorities are responsible 
for implementation. While provincial lockdown arrangements continue to impede humanitarian movement, over the last 
few weeks the situation has significantly improved, with fewer obstructions reported. Humanitarian partners remain active 
in responding to crises throughout the country, including flooding and conflict-related displacement, and continue to urge 
the Government to employ a national approach to these movement issues so that individual negotiations are not required 
on a case-by-case basis. For additional information on access constraints, please see the C-19 Access Impediment 
Report. 
 
On 24 June, the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority announced that commercial domestic flights are expected to resume 
in the coming weeks. Kam Air has announced that it plans to resume domestic flight operations starting on 1 July. On 20 
June, the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) announced that it will adjust the frequency of regular 
domestic flight days from five to four days a week, due to low passenger demand in recent weeks. UNHAS will no longer 
conduct regular domestic flights on Mondays; however, all locations will be served during the week. UNHAS will adjust 
the schedule based on user demand. UNHAS will continue to support any required evacuation and relocation flights 
during all days of the week.  
 
International commercial air travel resumed on 24 June with a Turkish Airlines flight taking off from Kabul to Istanbul, 
according to the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority. In order to prevent the spread of COVID-19, Turkish Airlines will 
limit its schedule to four round-trip flights a week. Similarly, Emirates Airlines resumed international flight services from 
Kabul on 25 June (round-trip). Passengers are encouraged to check with airlines on flight restrictions on international 
flights as well as travel and immigration entry requirements of their destination country. Ariana Airlines and Kam Air have 
also resumed their international flights, according to the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority. 
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. This service is planned to continue until the end of September 2020, 
or until regular commercial international flights consistently resume. The next flight is planned for Tuesday, 30 June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mofa.gov.pk/press-release-308/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
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More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• COVID-19 Partners Platform 
• Breastfeeding and COVID-19 
• Clinical management of COVID-19 
 
Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
• Operational considerations for Multisectoral Mental Health 

and Psychosocial Support Programmes during COVID-19 
• Checklist to Protect from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 

during COVID-19 
 
UN and others 
• UN: Global Humanitarian Response Plan: COVID-19 (April – 

December 2020) – GHRP May Update 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 update) - Infographic 
• UN: Comprehensive Response to COVID-19 
• UN-SCN: COVID-19 pandemic – The evolving impact on how 

people meet the food system 

• UNHCR: Projected Global Resettlement Needs 2021 
• UNESCO: Inclusion and education – All means all 
• UNICEF, WHO: Hand hygiene for all 
• HI: COVID-19 in humanitarian contexts 
• The Alliance: Protection of Children during COVID-19  
• ILO: A policy framework for tackling the economic and social 

impact of the COVID-19 crisis 
• ILO: Getting gender equality right for a better future for 

women at work 
• IOM: Integrating Migration into COVID-19 Response 
• UNODC: World Drug Report 2020 
• EU: EASO Asylum Report 2020 
• IRC: The Essentials for Responding to Violence Against 

Women and Girls During and After COVID-19 
• IFRC: Practical Guidance for Risk Communication and 

Community Engagement (RCCE) for Refugees, Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs), Migrants, and Host Communities 
Particularly Vulnerable to COVID-19 Pandemic 

• WFP: Responding to the development emergency caused by 
COVID-19 

• WVI: COVID-19 & Need for Child-Sensitive Social Protection 
• UNICEF: An Overview of the Sport-Related Impacts of the 

COVID-19 Pandemic on Children 
• UNICEF: Regional Office for South Asia COVID-19 SitRep 
• UNAMA: Afghanistan has unique opportunity for a brighter, 

more stable future 
• UN: Coronavirus casts ‘huge shadow’ over Afghan life as 

multi-dimensional crisis continues 
• UNHCR: Border Monitoring Update (Afghanistan) 
• World Bank: Awareness Campaigns Help Prevent Against 

COVID-19 in Afghanistan 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid-19-response.org/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/scientific-brief-breastfeeding-and-covid-19-23-june-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/clinical-management-covid-19-interim-guidance-may-2020
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/iasc-guidance
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/iasc-guidance
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/checklist-protect-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-during-covid-19
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/checklist-protect-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-during-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-may-update-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-may-update-0
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_comprehensive_response_to_covid-19_june_2020.pdf
https://www.unscn.org/en/news-events/recent-news?idnews=2065
https://www.unscn.org/en/news-events/recent-news?idnews=2065
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/resettlement/5ef34bfb7/projected-global-resettlement-needs-2021.html
https://en.unesco.org/gem-report/report/2020/inclusion
https://www.unicef.org/reports/hand-hygiene-for-all-2020
https://www.alnap.org/help-library/covid-19-in-humanitarian-contexts-no-excuses-to-leave-persons-with-disabilities-behind
https://alliancecpha.org/en/COVD19
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/77334
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/77334
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/toolkit-development-partners-integrating-migration-covid-19-socio-economic-response
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unodc-world-drug-report-2020
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/eu-receives-one-third-global-asylum-applications-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/essentials-responding-violence-against-women-and-girls-during-and-after-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/essentials-responding-violence-against-women-and-girls-during-and-after-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/practical-guidance-risk-communication-and-community-engagement-rcce-refugees-internally
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/practical-guidance-risk-communication-and-community-engagement-rcce-refugees-internally
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/practical-guidance-risk-communication-and-community-engagement-rcce-refugees-internally
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/practical-guidance-risk-communication-and-community-engagement-rcce-refugees-internally
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/responding-development-emergency-caused-covid-19-wfp-s-medium-term-programme-framework
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/responding-development-emergency-caused-covid-19-wfp-s-medium-term-programme-framework
https://www.wvi.org/publications/policy-briefing/covid-19-urgent-need-child-sensitive-social-protection
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/overview-sport-related-impacts-covid-19-pandemic-children
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/overview-sport-related-impacts-covid-19-pandemic-children
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/unicef-regional-office-south-asia-covid-19-situation-report-no-14-june-11-25-2020
https://unama.unmissions.org/afghanistan-has-unique-opportunity-brighter-more-stable-future-%E2%80%93-un-envoy
https://unama.unmissions.org/afghanistan-has-unique-opportunity-brighter-more-stable-future-%E2%80%93-un-envoy
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1067162
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1067162
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/77302
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/28/awareness-campaigns-help-prevent-against-covid-19-in-afghanistan
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/28/awareness-campaigns-help-prevent-against-covid-19-in-afghanistan
mailto:laidavid@who.int
mailto:altafm@who.int
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