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Highlights 
• The humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate and the possibility of famine in 2017 persists. While the Gu 

rains have started in parts of Somalia, much of the damage to crops and livestock has already been done and 
the humanitarian situation is expected to continue to deteriorate through June. 

• Somali and international NGOs and UN agencies continue to scale up assistance throughout the country in 
coordination with authorities.  In the month of March, 1.7 million people have, for example, been assisted with 
improved access to food, an increase of 62% compared to 1.1 million reach in February. There is also a  
significant scale-up of nutrition services underway, with 332,000 children and women treated in March alone, 
hereof 69,000 children under five who were severely malnourished. Further scale-up is ongoing across all 
clusters. Priorities include treatment and prevention of AWD/cholera and prevention of measles, improved 
access to food and safe water, nutritional treatment for malnourished children, protection of children and 
women, shelter and non-food support to newly displaced. 

• The spread of measles continues to be of serious concern, with 4,499 suspected cases reported since the 
beginning of the year. More than half of these suspected cases (52 per cent) were among children under 5. 

• The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Emergency Directors visited Somalia on 9-10 April to assess 
impact of drought on populations and support efforts to scale-up assistance to prevent famine. 

• On the occasion of the visit of the Assistant Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
Hesham Youssef, authorities and humanitarian partners came together in Mogadishu on 11 April for a 
humanitarian roundtable to strengthen partnerships among key stakeholders for enhanced coordination. 

• Donors have moved quickly to generously support scale-up of response and over US$573 million has been made 
available or pledged for humanitarian assistance since January. 

6.2m 
People in need. 
2.9m in IPC 
Phase 3 and 4 

571,000 
Internally displaced due to 
drought since November 
2016 as of 7 April 

62% 
More people reached 
with food assistance in 
past month 

 4,499 
Suspected Measles 
cases in 2017 as of 26 
March 

25,424 
AWD/cholera 
cases reported in 
2017 as of 9 April  

$573m 
Total 
humanitarian 
funding in 2017 

Situation Overview 
The month of April marks the official start of the Gu rain season, and 
the first two weeks of April have seen moderate rainfalls in parts of 
Somaliland and the southern regions of Somalia. No significant rains 
have been reported in Puntland so far. While the rains have provided 
some immediate relief and have led to increased water levels in some 
parts of the Shabelle River, the rains also lead to increased risk of 
further spreading of AWD/cholera, in particular in new settlements for 
internally displaced due to lack of latrines sanitation facilities and access 
to safe water. Many water sources have been contaminated as people 
concentrate around displacement settlements and urban areas.  

Currently, 25,424 cases of AWD/cholera, including 524 deaths have 
been reported in 13 out of 18 regions since the beginning of the year. 
The actual numbers of cases and deaths are likely to be significantly 
higher due to compromised reporting and access to health services 
caused by insecurity in most affected areas. The Case Fatality Rate has 
slightly declined in the past two weeks (from 2.3 per cent as of end of 
March) but is still at a worrying 2.1 per cent, far above the 1 per cent 
emergency threshold, while the Bakol region is reporting an alarming 
rate of 4.8 per cent. 

Massive drought-related displacement continues across Somalia, with 
most of the displaced people moving from rural to urban areas or other  
 

Rainfall Forecast 11-18 April 

Source: FAO - SWALIM 
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rural areas where they anticipate to receive aid. The month of March has so far seen the highest movement of 
displaced people. In the first week of April, over 31,000 drought-related displacements were recorded from 1 to 7 
April. This is a slight decrease from the 40,000 new displacements recorded the previous week. As of 7 April, over 
571,000 people have been displaced since November 2016 as a result of the ongoing drought, based on figures 
form the UNHCR-led Protection and Return Monitoring Network. 

Humanitarian Response 

Somali and international NGOs and UN agencies continue to scale up assistance to drought-affected people in 
coordination with authorities. Thanks to generous funding provided early by donors, the number of people reached 
with improved access to food has been increased to 1.7 million people, up by 62 per cent from 1.1 million people 
reached in February. The most significant scale-up took place in priority areas of Bakool, Bay, Galgaduud, Hiran, 
and Lower and Middle Shabelle regions, demonstrating the ability of humanitarian partners to scale up significantly 
in hard-to-reach areas. Food security partners also stepped up efforts to protect livestock assets of the drought 
affected communities across Somalia by providing emergency livestock treatment. There is also a significant scale-
up of nutrition services underway, with 332,000 children and women treated in March, hereof 69,000 children under 
five who were severely malnourished.  

Humanitarian NGO and UN partners have also scaled up delivery of safe water and reached nearly 1,150,000 people 
from January to March with water trucking and supplies of storage tanks and bladders, more than doubling the 
number of people reached in February. Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and Health partners are working 
jointly with the AWD/Cholera Taskforce to contain the spread of the outbreak. Rehabilitation of boreholes and a 
hygiene promotion campaign for AWD/Cholera prevention and control at Cholera Treatment sites is ongoing and 
nearly 600,000 beneficiaries have been reached.  

More than 194,500 people, hereof 114,500 female and 80,000 male, were provided with primary and secondary 
health care services, an increase by 65 per cent from the 126,000 reached in February. As of 25 March, 52 
AWD/cholera treatment facilities have been operationalized this year, mainly in South West State and Hirshabelle, 
Jubbaland, Galmudug, and Banadir regions. Nearly 46,800 people were reached with protection services, while 
education partners reached nearly 88,000 children with education and emergencies assistance. Close to 23,500 
persons benefited from Shelter and NFI distribution in March. 

While the scale-up is significant, the overall targets have not been met and the humanitarian situation continues to 
deteriorate, as reflected in the sharp increases in displacement and continued spreading of diseases. Further scale-
up is urgently required in the coming weeks across all clusters. Additional resources are required in particular for 
WASH, Health, Education, Shelter and Protection.  
The plight of children is of particular concern, knowing that more than half of the quarter million deaths caused by 
the 2011 famine was among children. A large number of children who dropped out of school in 2011 did not manage 
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to pick up their education again later on. Estimates based on the Protection and Returns Monitoring Network data 
suggests that more than 64,000 of those displaced since November 2016 could be school-children. The Education 
Cluster is targeting 220,000 children enrolled in schools in drought-affected areas, but increased displacement and 
overall increased vulnerability levels have already caused many children to leave school. Lessons learned from the 
famine in 2011 have shown that many of the deaths of moderately and severely malnourished children could have 
been prevented if the humanitarian support through schools would have been improved. To date, the Education 
Cluster has reached 87,000 school children with education and emergency assistance and almost 40,000 school 
children with safe drinking water, but without further funding, the majority of the 220,000 targeted children will remain 
without support and at high risk of dropping out of school. 

National and International Humanitarian Partners join forces to fight AWD/cholera and Measles 

The outbreak of AWD/cholera continues to spread, with 25,242 reported 
cases as of 5 April, including 524 deaths. Actual numbers are likely to be 
significantly higher due to compromised reporting and access to health 
services caused by insecurity in areas such as Bay and Bakool which are 
among the most affected regions. Humanitarian partners and the Federal 
Ministry of Health have increased response efforts including an oral cholera 
vaccination campaign targeting over 450,000 at-risk persons in select 
communities in Belet Weyne, Kismayo and Mogadishu. Together with the 
Logistics Cluster, over 3 tonnes of medical supplies have been airlifted to Bay, 
Bakool and Gedo regions. 
In order to further accelerate coordinated response to AWD/cholera, 
Integrated Rapid Response Teams (IRRTs) are being deployed for improving 
the access to lifesaving health, water, sanitation, hygiene (WASH) and 
nutrition services for the most vulnerable drought-affected communities in the 
rural areas and villages of Somalia. The IRRTs will address the prevention 
and control of AWD/Cholera outbreaks through proper case management and 
infection control, WASH promotion and the treatment of uncomplicated 
malnourished cases of both severely and moderately acutely malnourished 
people. 
An emergency measles prevention and control strategy has been put into action by the health cluster with WHO 
international technical support. A plan has been set for measles vaccination, using vaccine stocks that are readily 
available, targeting geographical areas that pose the highest risk of measles outbreak. Initially, children under the 
age of five years will be targeted in the most drought affected districts of Somalia, as they make up 52% of the 
reported cases.  However, as soon as sufficient stocks of measles vaccine become available, additional areas and 
older children up to 10 years of age will also be covered. 

Somali-led Initiatives: Help a Brother or a Sister 

Local communities and diaspora continue to provide critical 
assistance to Somalis affected by drought. The #CaawiWalaal 
online campaign, for example, started as a ‘GoFundMe’ project in 
January, aiming to raise US$ 10,000 to help Somali families living 
in drought-affected areas through local NGOs. The campaign has 
since reached its goal and has increased the funding request to 
now US$ 25,000. Established by a group of young Somalis, “in the 
diaspora and back home”, #CaawiWalaal appeals to people’s 
solidarity, Somalis and internationals, and counts on local civil 
society organisations and NGOs to deliver much-needed aid with 
the funds received. 
The campaign has provided safe water, medical supplies to treat 
AWD/cholera and food assistance to towns across Somalia. The 
founders regularly organize funding events in Mogadishu and other 

places around the world with large Somali diaspora. For more details on the campaign see @caawiwalaal on Twitter 
or visit www.gofundme.com/CaawiWalaal  
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Emergency Directors visit Somalia 

The Inter-Agency Standing Committee of Emergency 
Directors visited Somalia on 9 and 10 April to assess 
the impact of drought and explore options for further 
headquarters support to prevent famine. The 
delegation met with the Prime Minister of Somalia and 
federal government officials and humanitarian partners 
in Mogadishu to discuss the humanitarian situation and 
coordinated efforts. They furthermore visited the K13 
displacement settlements in the outskirts of Mogadishu 
to see the first-hand impact of drought-induced 
displacement and the ongoing response by 
humanitarian partners. 
Before continuing their mission to Baidoa and Kismayo, 
the delegation also visited the Drought Operation 
Coordination Centre (DOCC) in Mogadishu and 

reiterated its commitment to support the humanitarian community to address the drought in the country. 
The delegation visited two camps for internally displaced people in Beerta Muuri in Baidoa and Dalxiska in Kismayo. 
The team also visited a Cholera Treatment Center in Bay regional hospital in Baidoa and Kismaayo General Hospital. 
In Baidoa, the delegation met many recovering patients including Habiba Ahmed who talked about her mother’s 
plight. “She got sick at Goof Gaduud Shabellow. She was suffering from diarrhea and vomiting. Her health situation 
is better than yesterday. We got good doctors, better medical check-up, chlorine and oral rehydration salts,” she 
said. 

Humanitarian Roundtable with ASG of OIC strengthens National and International Partnerships 

On the occasion of the visit of the Assistant Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
Hesham Youssef, authorities and humanitarian partners came together in Mogadishu on 11 April for a humanitarian 
roundtable to strengthen partnerships among key stakeholders for enhanced coordination. Participants included the 
Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management, Dr. Maryam Quasim, the Humanitarian Coordinator 
Peter de Clercq and representatives of NGOs and UN agencies. Participants discussed ongoing efforts to strengthen 
partnerships among key stakeholders for increased coordination of response, ensuring a common understanding of 
the humanitarian situation and outlook, and to advocate for concerted efforts to further scale up the humanitarian 
response. 

Funding 
Reported funding 
Donors have continued to provide generous funding to scale up famine prevention activities. Almost $573 million 
has already been paid, committed or pledged for humanitarian response in Somalia in 2017. An estimated $235 
million has already been disbursed as of 16 April ($31 million increase in one week), with additional $306 million 
committed and $31 million pledged.  

While the pace of making resources has been unprecedented in the Somalia context, where the HRP has been 15 
percent funded on average, more is urgently needed to meet the requirements of the Operational Plan for Famine 
Prevention, which seeks $825 to reach 5.5 million people affected in the first six months of 2017.  

Donors are encouraged to continue fast-tracking disbursement of pledges and commitments to ensure that partners 
have the necessary cash at hand for their operations. 
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Reported funding refers to all resources received for 2017 for response in Somalia, while the requirements for Operational Plan for Famine Prevention ($825 in total) are for the first six months 

of 2017 and will be updated at mid-year. 

 
 
 

Real-time information sharing about the available resources is essential for ensuring the overall efficiency of 
humanitarian response in Somalia. 

Donors and recipient agencies are strongly encouraged to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions. Reporting can done through the online reporting form 
or by e-mailing the reporting template to fts@un.org.  

 
This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. The next report will be issued on 23 April 2017. 
 

For further information or to contribute to next week’s report, please contact: Aleksandra Risteska, Communications and Research 
Officer, aleksandra.risteska@one.un.org, Tel. +254 708027105 or +252 619622198 | Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, 
gomo@un.org, Tel. +252616548007 | Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-731-043156. | 
Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org, Tel. +254-734-800120. 


