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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

Coordination Saves Lives 

HAITI: Hurricane Matthew   
Situation Report No. 28 (10 December 2016) 

 

This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the Hurricane 
Matthew Emergency Response Team and covers the period from 04 to 09 December 2016. The next report will be 
issued on 16 December. Sign up to receive reports of the Emergency Response Team: http://eepurl.com/Kyey5.  

Main Points 
 

• Active screening of children under five in most 
affected areas of Grand’Anse and Sud point to 
alarming levels of malnutrition and the need for 
immediate response. 

• Close to 98% of the 806,000 severely food 
insecure people in need of assistance have 
received food distributions. In addition, some 
120,000 people have also received food as part 
of WFP’s second round of distributions. 

• Concern over continued food insecurity into 
2017 is growing as farming remains 
undermined by lack of seeds and debris 
clearance. 

• Cash programming reached 32,807 households 
in November, transferring just over $2 million in 
food security, shelter, early recovery and safe 
water programmes. 

 

796,000 
People received food in 
first round distribution 

 
 

Source: WFP 

744,000 
People provided with safe 

water 
 
 

Source: WASH sector 

320,000 
People received 

hygiene kits 
 
 

Source: Shelter/NFI sector 

120,000 
People benefited from cash 

for work and income 
generating support 

 
Source: Early Recovery 

Situation Overview
Humanitarian partners are increasingly concerned about the nutritional situation in the most affected 
areas. The Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) conducted by WFP and the national Centre for 
Food Security (CNSA) in the immediate aftermath of the hurricane had revealed that some 806,000 people 
were in situation of severe food insecurity, which increases the risk of malnutrition among vulnerable 
groups such as children under five (12.5% of the population) as well as pregnant and lactating women 
(2.5% of the population). UNICEF, the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP) and their partners 
conducted active screenings in November in three of the most affected communes in Grand’Anse (Les 
Irois, Anse d’Hainault and Dame Marie) and six communes in the Sud region. Findings point to a 
worsening nutritional situation with malnutrition levels two to four times higher than levels in normal 
screenings. 
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Moreover, in the regions most affected by Hurricane Matthew, which account for 60 per cent of the 
national crop production, crop destruction ranged from 75 to 100%. The winter planting season is closing 
in the next few days and only a fraction of farmers have received new seeds (18%), while debris 
clearance is ongoing, also hampering resumption of agriculture. Fishing has also been impacted by the 
destruction of assets. Food stocks are exhausted. The region is therefore at risk of continued high levels 
of food insecurity, with a peak by mid-2017 if the yield of the next planting season in March is not 
optimal. This situation points to the importance of an early shift towards recovery. To date, some 
150,000 people have received income generating support in order to kick start recovery. The revision of 
the EFSA will be conducted by the partners between 15 and 22 December. 
 
According to the Shelter and NFI Working Group, Hurricane Matthew impacted an estimated 370,000 
housing units, of which 30,000 have been destroyed and 60,000 partially to seriously damaged. Houses 
in urban and peri-urban areas suffered comparatively less damage than homes in rural and mountainous 
areas as the latter traditionally use timber, thatch and mud. To date, some 23,000 families received 
technical information on safer repairs and reconstruction techniques. In addition, close to 22,000 
households have received shelter kits; some 7,100 received toolkits while 2,000 families were given 
corrugated iron sheets (CGI). Just over 395,000 people received plastic sheetings as part of the 
emergency shelter support. Yet serious challenges remain, including the clearing of debris and rubble, 
the lack of quality construction material and risk of taxation on imported goods as well the lack of funding 
for more durable solutions. 
 
Meanwhile, in the two months since the Hurricane made landfall, humanitarian organizations have 
provided food to 796,000 people in the first round of distribution (against 806,000 targeted) and to an 
additional 120,000 people in the second round (against 630,000 targeted). Safe water has been 
delivered to more than 744,000 people and 170,000 people were supported with hygiene interventions. 
 
Cash programming reached 32,807 households in November, transferring a total of just over $2 million 
in programmes intended to meet food security, shelter, early recovery and water needs. WFP and CNSA 
along with its partners FEWSNET, CARE and MoA published a summary of their assessment of 22 
markets in Grande-Anse, Nippes and Sud Departments. General findings on market functioning show 
severe access constraints, increased looting and banditry, shortages of locally-produced foodstuffs and 
price increases of between 15% and 25% for staple foods. The assessment finds that cash transfers 
remain an appropriate tool to meet food needs, but warns that transfer values must be based on an 
assessment of market prices. WFP, CARE and partners, in conjunction with the Ministry of Work and 
Social Affairs (MAST) will start cash distributions targeting 110,000 beneficiaries in Grand’Anse and Sud 
later this month.   

Funding 
The revised Haiti Flash Appeal seeking US$139 million is currently 48 per cent funded. The new amount 
was determined by the HCT when a more precise picture of priority needs and associated financial 
requirements emerged after developing projects and further needs assessments. The purpose of the 
Flash Appeal is needed to adequately support the Government of Haiti to meet the most urgent 
humanitarian needs of up to 806,000 people within the first three months following the hurricane. 

 

 
Humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA’s 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS) of cash and in-kind contributions by emailing fts@un.org. Inquiries from 

 
$66.7 million 

Funded 
 

(48%) 

$139 
million 
required 

  

$72.3 million 
Underfunded 

 
(52%) 



Haiti: Hurricane Matthew, Situation Report No. 28 | 10 December 2016 | 3 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org/hurricane-matthew  

the private sector for offers of in-kind and pro-bono services can be directed to pss@un.org. Commercial 
offers are invited to visit http://www.ungm.org for more information. 

Humanitarian Needs / Response 

 Early Recovery 

Needs: 
• Nearly 550,000 people affected, with particular emphasis on women, need immediate stabilization of 

livelihoods, access to credit for communities, and to help the rapid recovery of the local economy. 

Response:  
• J/P HRO has created emergency jobs for road clearing, street repair and bridge consolidation. 48,308 

people in Grand-Anse and 85,806 in the South are beneficiaries; 
• 410 vulnerable families benefit from Cash for work activities for gully development funded by Helvetas 

in the Pine Forest in the Southeast; 
• UNDP, which has already created 2,838 emergency jobs for the irrigation and drainage infrastructure 

in Grand-Goave, renewed its agreement for a group of 1,914 beneficiaries with the mayor of this 
commune; 

• CECI gave or is giving cash to 100 women in the town of Maniche in the South to revive their small 
businesses; 

• UNDP is carrying out activities to clean up irrigation infrastructure in four communes of Grand-Anse 
and 1,812 people are benefiting from these emergency jobs; 

• OXFAM continues to train 36 people in the South in masonry for reconstruction of damaged 
infrastructure. 

Gaps and Constraints: 
• More than 98 per cent of Haitians have been exposed to two or more types of natural disasters due to 

the country’s long history with earthquakes, hurricanes, landslides, floods, drought, etc. The impact of 
disasters is particularly severe because of these vulnerabilities and deep socio-economic disparities. 

 Education 

Needs: 
• At least 116,000 children between the ages of 5 and 14 require school supplies and learning materials. 

Response: 
• UNICEF is supporting 18 more schools through a new partnership with Save the Children covering 

Education, Nutrition and Protection interventions, which will enable approximately 5,000 more children 
to go back to school in a safe and child-friendly environment.  

• UNICEF has increased the number of school rehabilitations, from 101 to 121 in Grand’Anse, Nippes, 
South, and North-West departments. These efforts will benefit approximately 40,000 children.  

• UNICEF has supported the return to school of 12,000 children through the distribution of tents for 7 
temporary learning spaces and tarps to 33 schools as a quick response until proper rehabilitation can 
take place.  

Gaps and Constraints: 
• Schools continued to be used as collective shelters in some parts of Grand’Anse and Les Cayes 

affecting the education of children. 

Emergency Telecommunications (ETC) 

The ETC’s data collection for community information and communication access was completed this 
week in Les Cayes. The sector is currently procuring equipment to assist humanitarian broadcasting via 
community radio, and is working to assess and make recommendations to improve household 
communication access, in alignment with the Shelter/NFI sector. The Service for Communities (SFC) 
advisor co-facilitated a workshop on community engagement and protection with WFP’s partner 
agencies in Les Cayes. 
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As national Internet services providers are now available in Les Cayes and Jeremie, the ETC is scaling 
down its services in these areas. In Jeremie there will be an ETC presence at the COUD with a tent to 
be setup as a common work space, as well as in the current IHP camp. NGOs that are currently using a 
dedicated ETC link to their office should be migrating to a national internet service provider before 1 
January 2017, after which the ETC will start to recover their equipment. In Les Cayes, the ETC service 
will continue to be available at the logistics base and the COUD, and will be removed from MINUSTAH. 
There are ETC staffs based permanently in Les Cayes and Jeremie until the 1st of January to assist in 
fixing all IT problems. 

 Food Security 

Needs: 
• The Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) conducted by FAO, WFP and CNSA in the 

immediate aftermath of the hurricane revealed that 1.4 million were in need of humanitarian assistance of 
which 806 000 in need of urgent food aid. The revision of the EFSA will be conducted by the partners 
between 15 and 22 December. 

Response: 
• Between 7 October and 8 December, WFP reached 796,000 people in the first round and 120,000 in 

the second round of distributions with a total of 10,150 metric tons of food distributed.  
• Specialized nutritious food has been distributed to 7,300 children aged between 6 and 59 months and 

to 100 pregnant and lactating women.  
• Cash Based Transfer (CBT) preparatory activities are underway. Electronic registration of beneficiaries 

by means of Open Data Kits (ODK) is taking place in Port Salut and Camp Perrin.  
• FAO and Agriculture Ministry have launched the food seed distribution campaign in Grand'Anse and 

the South on November 28th and 29th. 
• Between November 28th and December 5th, 4,500 rural households have each received a kit of 5 kg 

of bean seed (DPC40) and 5 kg of Lima bean seed in the Grand’Anse department (communes of 
Jérémie, Dame-Marie and Moron). In addition, each of them will receive 500 sweet potato cuttings.  

• In the South department (communes of Les Cayes, Chardonnière and Port à Piment), 6,275 
households have each received a kit of 10 kg of bean seed (DPC40). 

• In three other communes of the South department (Cavaillon, Chantal and Les Anglais), 5,575 
households will each receive either 10 kg of bean seed (DPC40), as well as 500 sweet potato cuttings. 

Gaps and Constraints: 
• So far, the shortfall for the WFP Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation amounts to 44% of 

requirements. USD 21 million is required to provide full food assistance rations to 800,000 
beneficiaries for three months. Due to the limited funding, the ration distributed has been reduced to 
83% of a full ration. 

• Of the USD 9 million required by FAO under the Flash Appeal, USD 5.6 million is still missing to 
provide immediate crop, livestock and fisheries support to 300,000 hurricane-affected people.  

Health and Nutrition 

Needs: 
• From 4 October to 28 November, 8,893 cholera cases were suspected countrywide with 2,098 cholera 

cases in the South and 2,147 cholera cases in the Grand’Anse, according to WHO/PAHO. 
• Rising cases of severe acute malnutrition, notably in Grand’Anse department have been reported 

according WHO/PAHO.  
• The accessibility of care for women and girls in the remote localities of the departments affected by the 

hurricane, notably Grand'Anse and Nippes is still critical. The maternity units capacity (infrastructure 
and supplies particularly) regarding health care is still need to be strengthened. 

Response:  
• PAHO/WHO has donated 500 cholera rapid tests to “Laboratoire National de Santé Publique (LNSP)” 

to support cholera detection.   
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• Save the Children mobile clinic teams (Emergency Health Unit EHU) continued regular activities in six 
sites; Ferme le Blanc, Dominique, Rhe, Chardonette, Dumois, and Mouline. 

• Up to the 3rd of December, Save the Children mobile clinics have reached over 6,900 people including 
129 pregnant women and 422 children under 5 years old.  

• Save the Children’s breastfeeding counsellors have reached 256 adults (111 pregnant, 133 lactating 
women and 12 other caregivers) and 139 children from 0- 24 months (69 boys and 70 girls).  

• 245 children aged between 6 to 59 months (127 males and 118 females) have been screened by Save 
the Children for nutritional status (0 severe malnutrition, 4 moderate and 5 at risk).  

• A donation of essential drugs and equipment has been made to the delivery unit at Camp Perrin 
Hospital by Save the Children EHU team.  

• Camp Perrin CTU has been rehabilitated by Save the Children with OFDA funding and it’s now open to 
accept patients.  Save the Children have cleaned the site, repaired the ward, showers and latrines and 
fenced the waste management area.  

• Save the Children Cholera Investigation Team went to Torbeck following a spike in cases presenting to 
hospital in Les Cayes.  No new cases were found but the team will return to conduct hygiene 
promotion and disinfection of water source. 

• 37 Community Mobilisers have been trained and commenced activities in Torbeck. 
• 957 women were consulted - for various pathologies - during the mobile clinics organized in 

Grand'Anse and Nippes, during the last 2 weeks by UNFPA and its partners.  
• 322 pregnant women benefited from prenatal consultations during mobile clinics facilitated by the 

midwives deployed by UNFPA in coordination with the Government in these two departments.  
• 922 women benefited from health care in the maternal and neonatal health facilities from UNFPA in the 

two departments (during the same period).  

Gaps and Constraints: 
• The Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA), presented by the Ministry of Planning and External 

Cooperation on November 28, 2016 estimated for the health sector needs for rehabilitation and 
resilience amounting to USD 230 million.  

• UNFPA remains concerned about the difficult realities that the women and girls of Nippes and 
Grand’Anse continue to face, especially with regard to consumables namely food and water. 

• Needs in maternal and newborn health services are still immense.    
• The sustainability of the humanitarian response must be ensured in order to guarantee women's right 

to health. 

Logistics 

Response: 
• A WFP chartered vessel left Port-au-Prince on Monday, 5 December, for its second rotation. It arrived 

in Anse d’Hainault on 6 December. The Logistics Working Group facilitated the discharge of 460mt of 
food and NFIs transported on behalf of WFP, ACTED and IFRC. The barge will soon be back to Port-
au-Prince to start loading for the third rotation.  

• On 2 December the Logistics Working Group in Jeremie facilitated the delivery of 8mt of food items 
and hygiene kits on behalf of FCA and DKH to be distributed to Bonel, and of 7mt of hygiene kits on 
behalf of CARE to be distributed to Gommier.  

• On 3 and 4 December, the LWG facilitated the transport of 8mt of tarps and hygiene kits on behalf of 
IFRC to be distributed to Chambellan and Gommier. 

Gaps and Constraints: 
• Access to mountainous communities remains challenging because of the network of inadequate, 

damaged or non-existent roads. 

 Protection 

Needs: 
• Multifaceted support addressing emotional, physical and security needs for women and girls affected 

by the hurricane is urgently needed. 
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Response: 
• UNFPA has provided the “Ministère de la Condition Féminine et au Droit de la Femme (MCFDF)” with 

office supplies and furniture, including computer equipment, to strengthen the Departmental 
Coordination of the Ministry and the mechanisms for handling cases of GBV. 

• UNFPA provided hygiene kits to more than 600 vulnerable women in Nippes and Grand’Anse. 
• The coordination of the GBV sub-sector is being strengthened, 2 GBV consultants were recruited and 

are actively working to boost the sub-sector with the support of the GBV coordinator. 

Gaps and Constraints: 
• UNFPA is concerned about the fragility of women and girls following the hurricane and the multifaceted 

support that they need and which is not yet fully in place.   

Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 

Needs:  
• Haiti Shelter and NFI Working Group reported that 1,579,900 persons were affected by hurricane 

Matthew regarding shelter and non-food items. Among them, 175,000 persons have been left without 
housing and 44,299 are affected female headed households.   

Response: 
• During the first 60 days of the response (October 4 – December 4), Shelter/NFI sector partners have 

achieved 89,193 households who received plastic sheeting;  
• 67,487 households received blankets during the same period;  
• 64,018 households have received hygiene kits;  
• 50,847 households have received kitchen kits;  
• 35,717 households have received jerrycanes;  
• 23,231 people received technical information and sensitization on safer repair and reconstruction 

techniques;  
• 21,838 households have received shelter kits; 
• 7,175 households have received toolkits;  
• 2, 075 households have received CGI (Cash Grant Initiative) kits.  

Gaps and Constraints: 
• Access to quality construction material is a real challenge as at local market stock you can find only 

poor quality material.  
• Lack of financial resources for durable solutions is another constraint. Current funding pipeline aimed 

mainly at the emergency phase and additional financial resources are needed for more durable 
solutions for a wider caseload of affected people.   

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 
• An estimated 750,000 people require safe water for drinking, cooking, and personal hygiene. 

Response: 
• UNICEF partners have secured water supply to an additional 19,000 people in Jeremie and 

surroundings through three mobile water treatment units.  
• 40,000 individuals will benefit from hygiene supplies delivered to UNICEF WASH partner, ACF. 
• UNICEF partners are finalizing WASH assessments of 86 collective shelters/schools in the South for 

sanitation and hygiene interventions that will help to prevent the spread of cholera and benefit 10,000 
children.  

• UNICEF partners have engaged in WASH efforts in 20 collective shelters in Grand’Anse, benefitting 
6,122 persons.  

Gaps and Constraints: 
• The Nord department remains under close surveillance for acute diarrhoea and cholera.  
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General Coordination 
The roll out of the action plan, decided by the Humanitarian Country Team and aimed at improving 
multisector response to the most vulnerable in the most affected areas, began in Les Cayes through the 
inter-sectoral working group. As the custodian of the plan, the forum has been enlarged to include key 
partners such as CRS, ACTED and OXFAM with strong operational presence and capacity in several 
communes in the Sud region. UNFPA and Handicap International also participated to ensure that 
protection issues and people living with special needs are central to the operationalization of the plan. 
OCHA has held working sessions with the COUD to promote ownership and leadership of the action 
plan process for inter-sectoral coordination. The action plan will be rolled out in Grand’Anse at next 
week’s intersector meeting. 
 
The sensitization of local authorities on the importance of securing humanitarian convoys started this 
week in Les Cayes. This is being done through the reactivation of regular Rule of Law communal 
meetings between MINUSTAH’s Civil Affairs and mayors, representatives of the judiciary, the national 
police and community leaders. OCHA civil military coordination focal points and WFP are participating in 
the meetings and communicating key messages. Feedback from the meeting is relayed to the 
Communication with Communities focal points both at the local and national levels. 
 
On 7 and 8 December, OCHA briefed MINUSTAH military and police personnel on the ongoing 
humanitarian response and the use of escorts. OCHA advocated for alternatives to escorts, including an 
increase in local patrolling. Following staff rotations, OCHA Civil Military Coordination support will be 
carried out by Rémy Mauvais (mauvaisr@un.org) in Port-au-Prince. Boncana Maiga (maiga41@un.org ) 
remains the point of contact in Les Cayes and Chantal Boloia (boloia@un.org) is the new point of contact 
in Jérémie. 
 
In order to strengthen community engagement activities, Internews with the support of the humanitarian 
community focal points, has released on 5 December the first edition of Sak di Sak Vre (“What is said, 
what is true”), a digest for communities affected by Hurricane Matthew, which investigates rumors and 
debunks misinformation collected from affected communities. Rumors and issues addressed in this 
edition were related to people who need new official documents (notably birth certificate), on how to 
access and get humanitarian assistance especially in remote areas, on the weather and potential impact 
on people’s lives and on general questions around the aid and how it is distributed. 
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Contact Details and Resources 

 

Philippe Verstraeten  Emergency Response Team Leader  

verstraeten@un.org  T: +509 3702 5768  

 

Enzo Di Taranto         Head of Office, OCHA Haiti  

     ditaranto@un.org  T: +509 3702 8746 

 

Christophe Illemassene Chief, Information and Advocacy 

     illemassene@un.org  T: +509 3702 5370 

 

Alix Nijimbere  Humanitarian Reporting Officer  

nijimbere@un.org  T: +509 3702 5790 

 

Charles Bernimolin  Desk Officer (New York)  

bernimolin@un.org  T: +1-917-367-8116 

 
For more information, please visit:  

www.unocha.org/hurricane-matthew / www.reliefweb.int / haiti.humanitarianresponse.info. 
 
To be added to the mailing list of the Hurricane Matthew Emergency Response Team Situation 
Reports, please click: http://eepurl.com/Kyey5.  
 

UNDP has established an online donation platform where private contributions to Haiti can be made: 
bit.ly/supportundphaiti. Donations will be directed to quick-start recovery efforts to support poor 
families in disaster-affected communities. 


