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This report is compiled by OCHA Nigeria in collaboration with humanitarian partners.  

 

Calculation of IDPs does not include recent displacements from Geidam and Yunusari Local Government Areas. Government estimates that about 54,000 IDPs from the two LGAs are still 
in the places of displacement across 11 LGAs in Yobe while an estimated 126,000 individuals have returned. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Cases of acute watery diarrhea/cholera climb to 50, including eight fatalities across three Local Government Areas 
(LGAs), as the state struggles with shortages of testing kits and medicines.  

• Amid nationwide concerns of a possible third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, testing services continue to be hindered 
in Yobe due to shortages of vital kits.  

• Cases of gender-based violence against women and adolescent girls increasing due to worsening vulnerabilities and 
limited access to livelihood opportunities.  
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 

Acute watery diarrhea (AWD)/cholera cases climb to 50 across three LGAs amid shortages of testing kits 

The Yobe State Ministry of Health (SMoH) during the week provided updates on the spread of AWD/cholera, indicating a 
total of 50 cases across Bursari, Jakusko and Damaturu LGAs, including eight fatalities. Some 20 of the cases had been 
reported in Gadine community of Bursari LGA in April. As of end of the week, five samples tested positive for cholera based 
on laboratory tests. There are growing concerns of further spread across 10 high-risk LGAs as more flooding incidents 
(which contaminate water sources) are expected as the rainy season approaches its peak. Despite the increasing risks, the 
SMoH reported shortages of rapid diagnostic test (RTD) kits and cholera treatment drugs as of 29 July, which could further 
aggravate the situation as patients are resorting to self-medication and local pharmacies. Partners are working with the 
state government on the declaration of an outbreak to enable rapid scale-up of response across the board. WASH and 
health partners continue to intensify support including chlorination and trucking of potable water, disinfection of water 
channels, risk awareness messaging, and deployment of rapid response teams (RRTs) in affected and vulnerable locations 
for active case search and isolation/treatment of suspected cases.  

COVID-19 testing services disrupted for two months due shortages of vital kits 

COVID-19 testing services have been stalled in Yobe State for two months due to shortages of reagents at the state 
molecular laboratory. Samples collected from suspected cases in Yobe State are sent to the Nigerian Centre for Disease 
Control (NCDC) national reference laboratory in Abuja, the country’s capital, and it is taking several weeks to receive results. 
Out of 1,900 samples sent to Abuja in the last two months, only about 900 results have been received, raising concerns of 
possible cases going unidentified and spreading across communities. This is coming at a time that the country is recording 
a surge of new cases, with health authorities confirming a possible third wave of the pandemic. Health partners are working 
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with SMoH to find a solution to the challenge. Reagents are usually supplied by the NCDC to molecular laboratories across 
the country.   

Partners intensify advocacy for legislation amid rising cases of gender-based violence (GBV) 

Stakeholders, including protection partners, have raised concerns over the increasing cases of GBV against women and 
adolescent girls across locations in Yobe State. In the month of July alone, the GBV sub-sector recorded and managed 
over 70 new cases compared to an average of 30 cases in previous months. The spike is linked to the limited access to 
critical support/services including food assistance and livelihood opportunities during the ongoing lean season, making 
women and girls vulnerable to negative coping mechanisms and sexual violations. Funding is urgently required to scale-up 
critical services including awareness programmes, case management and support services for survivors. Protection 
partners are also intensifying engagement with the State Government on the ratification of the Violence Against Persons 
Prohibition Act and the Child Protection Law, which were passed by the State Legislature 18 months ago. Existing laws do 
not provide pathways for legal redress/access to justice and critical services for survivors of sexual violence.  

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
 
 

  Early Recovery 

Response: 

• Mercy Corps trained its cash programming vendors this week across Damaturu, Potiskum, Nangere, Jakusko and 
Nguru LGAs to support value chain in agriculture and small and medium businesses. This is part efforts to build and 
support resilience and stabilization of populations across return areas.   

  Education 

Response: 

• International Rescue Committee (IRC) trained some 20 teachers during the week to support the school enrolment drive 
in Potiskum and Damaturu LGAs. The agency also distributed recreation supplies including footballs, skipping ropes, 
hula hoops and volley balls, among other items, across 111 non-formal learning spaces in the two LGAs.  

  Food Security 

Response: 

• Food Security Sector (FSS) partners led by WFP are working to scale-up general food distribution to reach some 
408,646 vulnerable people across various LGAs in the state, in addition to the 208,576 currently being reached through 
the cash and voucher modality across Bade, Bursari, Damaturu, Gujba, Gulani, Geidam, Fune, Tarmuwa, Nguru, 
Yunusari, Yusufari, Jakusko and Karasuwa LGAs. This is part of the lean season scale-up of food assistance to avert 
catastrophic food insecurity across the north-east region. 

  Health 

Response: 

• Between 27 and 29 July, IRC supported the SMoH to conduct refresher training for 20 staff from the State Rapid 
Response Team (SRRT) to effectively coordinate AWD/cholera response activities in Gulani and Damaturu LGAs. It 
also prepositioned some cholera treatment drugs to cover 100 cases.    

  Nutrition 

Response: 

• WFP is intensifying efforts to scale-up nutrition services for children between 6-23 months and pregnant and lactating 
women (PLW) through a blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP) that is currently reaching some 44,620 
children and 37,012 PLWs across 13 LGAs. In partnership with the Yobe State Primary Health Care Management 
Board (YSPHCMB), WFP is implementing a targeted supplementary feeding programme (TSFP) for the treatment of 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) cases among children 6 to 59 months across 11 primary health care (PHC) facilities 
that cover 10 LGAs (Bade, Nguru, Damaturu, Machina, Karasuwa Yusufari, Yunusari, Gujba, Geidam, Jakusko). 
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• IRC distributed 230 cartons of ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) for the treatment of severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) cases in Gujba, Damaturu and Gulani LGAs. The agency also provided personal protection equipment (PPE) 
for health workers across nutrition facilities in the two LGAs.    

 

  Protection 

Response: 

• IRC distributed eight wheelchairs during the week to support persons living with disabilities in Damaturu and Gujba 
LGAs. The organization also provided targeted individual assistance of non-food items (NFIs) to 63 vulnerable 
households in Damaturu and Gujba LGAs.  

• Heartland Alliance International (HAI), in collaboration with the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in 
Persons (NAPTIP), conducted a 3-day training for 24 Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) personnel on best practices in 
the identification, screening and referral of victims and survivors of human trafficking. The training was carried out as 
part of activities to mark the 2021 World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, which had the theme of “Victims’ Voices 
Lead the Way”. 
 

Gender-Based Violence Sub-Working Group 

Response: 

• CARE International launched a new gender-based violence (GBV) prevention project aimed at enhancing the dignity 
and safety of vulnerable persons in Nguru and Yunusari LGAs. The project will be implemented in partnership with the 
network of civil society organizations in the designated LGAs.  

• IRC distributed 2,757 rapid response mechanism (RRM) core relief kits in Bade, Damaturu and Potiskum LGAs to 
mitigate the impact of floods on vulnerable households.  

Child Protection Sub-Working Group 

Response: 

• IRC trained 10 members of the community-based child protection committee in Gujba LGA and supported 12 safe 
healing and learning spaces (SHLS) as part of efforts to improve quality of services for vulnerable children in the LGA. 
Child and youth protection and development (CYPD) kits were also provided for 400 children in Bade, Damaturu and 
Potiskum LGAs during the week.   

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Response: 

• IRC facilitated training for 28 WASH staff across Damaturu and Gujba LGAs on menstrual hygiene management (MHM) 
mainstreaming during the week. MHM kits were also provided for 87 caregivers of under-5 malnourished children in 
Dikumari and Katarko communities Damaturu and Gujba LGAs, and 600 WASH NFIs kits in Bade, Damaturu and 
Potiskum LGAs. 

• Sector partners led by IRC completed the construction of two blocks of gender-segregated latrine facilities and one 
block of bathing facilities in Buniyadi General Hospital.  

  Coordination 

• On 29 July, OCHA organized a coordination meeting of humanitarian partners operating in the Gujba, Gulani, Tarmuwa, 
Bursari and Damaturu LGAs to update on the operational environment and ongoing response efforts and challenges. 
Partners expressed satisfaction that access challenges related to bureaucratic impediments are now minimal and that 
staff continue to access programme sites in Gujba and Gulani without significant impediments. However, the security 
environment in remote areas along the border with Borno State continues to hinder humanitarian access. There are 
unconfirmed reports that suspected non-state armed group (NSAG) operatives threatened rural communities around 
Goneri, located on the eastern part of Gujba LGA to vacate their homes.  Returnees in Geidam still feel unsafe following 
the armed clash between NSAG operatives and Government Forces on 21 July.  
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  Funding Overview 

Out of the $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $272 million is required for Yobe 
State. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign up to our mailing list: bit.ly/NigeriaUpdates 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/nigeria; reports.unocha.org/en/country/nigeria; 

www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nigeria 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Esty Sutyoko, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Nigeria    sutyoko@un.org   +234 903 781 0095 
David Lubari LOMINYO, Head of Sub Office, OCHA Yobe State   lubari@un.org  +234 703 175 8922 

Abiodun Banire, HAO/Reports Officer, OCHA Nigeria   abiodunb@un.org   +234 703 171 8753 
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