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29,132 
Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) 

 

Overview 

• Gubio camp is located about 16 kilometers outside 
Maiduguri town. It was formally opened in May 2015 to 
receive Nigerian refugees returning from the Niger 
Republic through Gaidam border following attacks from 
non-state armed groups (NSAGs) in the areas of 
displacement.  

• Between May and November 2018, there was a fresh wave 
of new displacements, leading of 2,500 new IDP arrivals in 
Gubio camp. More than 80 per cent of new arrivals were 
women and children in dire need of humanitarian 
assistance, especially food, shelter, WASH, and protection 
services.  

•  The current population of the camp is about 6,091 
households of approximately 29,769 individuals.  

• Most of the population are Nigerian refugees who returned 
from Niger Republic between May 2015 and December 
2016, and the new arrivals displaced between May and 
November 2018 from Abadam, Kukawa, Monguno, 
Nganzai, Maiduguri, Jere, Bama, Konduga, Marte, Ngala, 
Kala Balge and Gwoza local government areas (LGAs). It 
also includes 744 IDPs relocated from Arabic Teachers 
College in September 2015.  

• In August 2019, Gubio camp received an additional 40HH 
(146 individuals) displaced as a result of attacks in Gubio 
town. By the end November 2019, the number had 
increased to 78 households (205 individuals).    

 

11,070 
Children 

 

8,871 
Women 

 

6,686 
Men 

 

2,039 

Infants 
1,166 

Elderly 

 

Mar 2015 

Gubio camp opened to 
receive Nigeria refugees 
returning fron Niger 
through Geidam border. 

May-Nov 2015 

Additional 11,387 HH 

displaced from 

Abadam, Kukawa, 

Monguno, Nganzai, 

Maiduguri, jere, Bama, 

Kondunga, Kala Balge 

and Gwoza LGAs 

arrived in the camp. 

 

Sep 2015 

744 IDPs relocated to the 

camp from A.T.C 

Dec 2016 

More Nigerian 

refugee-returnees 

received from Niger 

Republic through Yola. 

Timeline 

 

 

30,000 
Maximum 

Capacity 

 

May-Nov 2018 

About 2,500 HHs of new 
IDP arrivals following a 
wave of displacements 
from several LGAs 
including Abadam, 
Kukawa, Monguno, 
Nganzai, Marte, and Kala 
Balge. 
 

Jan 2020 

16 households (36 
individuals) arrived from 
kala/Balge LGA. 

Aug-Nov 2019 

205 IDPs (78 HHs) 

arrive from Gubio 

town following NSAG 

attacks there 
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Humanitarian Response and Gaps   

Humanitarian organizations are providing multi-sectoral assistance in all IDP camps as well as within the host communities. 
 

 Camp Coordination & Camp Management/Shelter 

Between August and November 2019, 78 households (205 individuals) arrived from Gubio LGA following the military 
counterterrorism operations in Gubio, Nagazai, and Magumeri axes in August 2019. IOM has not conducted biometric registration 
of the new arrivals. Camp management (SEMA and IOM) continues to organize monthly CCCM meetings with the representatives 
of the IDPs in attendance, which creates a common platform to both the humanitarian partners, government, and the IDPS to 
jointly address challenges and gaps in the services provided in the IDP camp.  There are 400 block buildings in Gubio camp mostly 
occupied by the IDPs that arrived in e 2015. Between January and May 2019, IOM and ICRC constructed additional 1,010 individual 
emergency shelters for the IDPs that came in January 2019. Also, IOM erected five transitional communal tents for 323 HH (2,261 
individuals). Currently, all the IDPs have been provided with temporary shelters. However, SEMA reported that termites had 
damaged close to 272 shelters. 

 

 Food Security/Livelihoods 

IMC, an implementing partner of WFP, continues to deliver cash through vouchers to 2,846 IDPs. Each household receives a 
monthly cash transfer of 17,500 Naira. IOM has not carried out biometric registration of the 78 households that arrived from 
Gubio LGA between August and November 2019. Also, IMC has not registered them for monthly food ration. However, on 29 
November, IMC distributed food items, including oil, guinea corn, and bean, to the households to bridge the gap in food need. 
According to SEMA, food assistance would not sustain the households for more than a week. IOM and IMC need to double their 
efforts to fast-track biometric and food ration registrations to ensure that the households are fully integrated into the camp system 
and to prevent the IDPs from resorting to harmful coping mechanisms. 

 

 
Health 

There are two clinics managed by the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) in collaboration with UNICEF. During the rainy season, in 
July to October 2019, malaria and diarrhoea were the most commonly treated cases in the clinics. The clinics also support ante-
natal and post-natal care. The clinics open between 9 am and 4 pm every day. Health partners need additional human resources 
capacity to fill critical gaps to maintain these services and to avoid any disruption in service delivery. 
 

 Protection 

The military, police, and CTJF jointly provide security in the camp, including stop and search activities at the entrance of the camp 
to reduce the infiltration of non-IDPs. There is free movement in and out of the camp. The SEMA camp manager and IDP 
community leaders have jointly addressed the complaints about mistreatment by the military during the stop and search 
operations. They have also resolved all cases of physical assaults, severe punishment of young men, and extortion of money from 
the IDPs returning to the camp after the expiry of their permits have been successfully addressed. Also, cases of domestic violence 
and allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse by security agents living inside the camp were successfully resolved. UNFPA, IMC, 
and Grassroots Initiative for Strengthening Community Resilience (GISCOR) are providing SGVB services in the camp. UNHCR and 
the Nigeria Bar Association are also supporting a mobile court where magistrates from the Ministry of Justice address GVB cases. 

 

 Water Sanitation and Hygiene 

CAID and IOM have completed the drilling of two additional boreholes, which started in August 2019. However, the boreholes 
have not been commissioned to supply water to the camp. The IDPs rely solely on four existing boreholes drilled by UNICEF and 
ICRC. The arrival of new IDPs between August and November put pressure on the existing water sources. IOM and IMC continue 
to provide routine WASH-related activities, including hygiene promotion and supply of hygiene kits. In September 2019, ACF halted 
WASH activities in Gubio following the closure of its office by the military.  ACF resumed WASH activities in September after its 
operations were suspended in the first week of August. UNICEF is responsible for the desludging of latrines. Between September 
and November 105 out of 227 latrines were desludged. Additional support is required to rehabilitate 13 partially damaged latrines 
and an additional six blocks are urgently needed to meet the needs of the IDPs. 
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  Education 

There are five temporary learning spaces (TLS) supporting 2,732 displaced children in the camp. The State Primary Education Board 
deployed 28 teachers, while 47 IDP volunteers teach in the TLS. The temporary learning centres are not fenced, making it 
challenging to keep in the pupils in the school environment. The learning spaces lack teaching aids. The ratio of teachers to pupils 
is below the Sphere Minimum standard. Lack of incentives also prevent the teachers from providing quality teaching support to 
the pupilshave the opportunity to further their education beyond junior secondary school due to this constraint as parent complain 
of lack of resources to send their children to Maiduguri to continue pursuit of education. As of November 2019, about 1,300 
children were out of school due to lack of uniforms.  

 

Gap /Challenges 

• Provision of termite control chemical to prevent further destruction of the affected shelters should be prioritized.  

• IOM and IMC to double their efforts to fast-track biometric and food ration registrations to ensure that the households are 
fully integrated into the camp system and to prevent the IDPs from resorting to harmful coping mechanisms. 

• Construction of additional six latrines, rehabilitation of 13 sanitation facilities, and desludgement of 122 latrines should be 
prioritized to prevent the IDPs from practising open defecation.  

• Provision of drugs, especially for children in the clinics. 
 

Partners Presence 

 

Humanitarian Organizations in Gwoza LGA 

Protection 4 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR), 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Nigerian Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC), Grassroot Initiative for Strengthening 
Community Resilience (GISCOR) 

WASH 4 ICRC, IOM, UNICEF, IMC,  

CCCM 3 
National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), State 
Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) 

Food Security 2 International Medical Corps (IMC), World Food Programme (WFP) 

Health 2 UNICEF and State Ministry of Health (SMoH) 

Shelter/NFI 2 IOM, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)  

Education  2 UNICEF, Ministry of Education (MoE) 

Coordination  1 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Health: Psycho-social  1 International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

Child Protection  1 
Center for Community and Health Development International 
(CHAD) 

  

 

For further information, please contact:   

Peter Ekayu, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Maiduguri ekayu@un.org +234 903 781 0095 
Bala Usman, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Maiduguri  usman3@un.org   +234 816 043 7955 
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