
2.5 million
people in need

200,000
people remain displaced internally and 

across borders
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A RARE POSSIBILITY TO AVOID A PROTRACTED CRISIS

Mali
DEC 2015

Almost four years after the escalation 
of conflict in the North, new 
momentum is required to avoid that 
Mali deteriorates into a protracted 
crisis. The signature of the Agreement 
for Peace and Reconciliation in June 
2015 has opened a unique window of 
opportunity. If it is not seized, it will 
soon be too late. Communities whose 
lives were shattered by the conflict 
expect to see peace dividends as soon as 
possible.

PERSISTING 
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS  
A majority of communities affected by 
the conflict still struggle to access food, 
water, health care, education, protection 
and livelihoods opportunities. In 
some areas, the persisting insecurity 
continues to prevent the deployment of 
State and development actors. For many 
families, humanitarian actors are the 
sole providers of essential services. 

The conflict has further exacerbated 
the vulnerabilities of communities. 
Their capacity to withstand shocks 
had already been eroded by repetitive 
droughts, floods, epidemics and chronic 
poverty - Mali ranks 176 out of 187 
countries in the Human Development 
Index. Emergency actions remain 
necessary to save lives and facilitate 
recovery, as it will take years for the 
Government and its development 
partners to address the root causes of 
chronic food insecurity, malnutrition 

HUMANITARIAN BRIEF

477,000
IDPs and refugees returned to their 

communities and need humanitarian 
assistance 
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and structural problems in the delivery 
of basic social services.

PROTECTION CONCERNS
In northern and central Mali, 
criminality and terrorist acts pose 
significant threats to civilians. Various 
armed groups still effectively control 
large swaths of territory exposing 
unemployed and idle youths to 
recruitment risks. The lack of access to 
essential resources – such as water or 
land – contributes to inter-community 
tensions and risks fuelling renewed 
violence. Conditions for a safe and 
dignified return – such as security and 
access to essential services – have yet 
to be met in many areas. While the 
majority of internally displaced people 
have returned to their communities in 

northern and central Mali, they need 
ongoing support to restart their lives. 
Most refugees remain in neighbouring 
countries and condition their return on 
a durable peace and aid availability.

HUMANITARIAN ACCESS
Despite the Peace Accord, violence and 
criminality against aid workers and 
humanitarian assets have increased 
in the last months. Nonetheless, 
hundreds of humanitarian staff, in 
particular NGO personnel, are on the 
front-line delivering aid to the most 
vulnerable people in hard-to-reach 
or insecure areas. Despite recurring 
interruptions to their operations – 
mainly due to sporadic violence and 
logistical constraints - humanitarian 
organizations have adapted their modes 

of work in order to stay and deliver.

PROTRACTED REFUGEE 
SITUATION
Almost four years after the conflict 
erupted back home, more than 
138,000 Malian refugees still remain in 
displacement in neighbouring Burkina 
Faso, Mauritania and Niger. While most 
are living in camps, their prolonged 
presence puts a strain on already scarce 
resources of the host communities. 
Recently, around 4,000 Malians fled to 
Niger saying they were escaping due 
to lawlessness, extortion, community 
rivalry and food shortages among other 
threats.

9 in 10
women affected by 

female genital mutilation

1 in 5
in conflict affected areas 

are returnees 

300%
increase of incidents 
hampered access in 

2015, but humanitarians 
adapted to stay and 

deliver

3 in 5
victims of explosive 
remnants of war are 

children 
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What if We fail to respond?

the tiMe for aCtion is noW

Throughout the political stabilization 
process, the Government of Mali has 
increased its response to humanitarian 
needs and strengthened coordination 
with humanitarian and development 
actors. Nevertheless, the State remains 
absent in certain areas where sustained 
efforts are required to improve security 
and allow for the full deployment of 
local authorities and civil servants 
operating the basic social services. 
Meanwhile, the most urgent needs 
of vulnerable communities are to be 
addressed immediately. 

Humanitarian organizations have the 
capacity to operate in all regions of 
the country. They make a significant 
difference for people today but aid 
delivery remains largely insufficient. 
Only 35 per cent of the US$ 377 million 
requirement for the humanitarian 
response in 2015 has been mobilized. 
In October 2015, the international 
community has pledged €3.2 billion 
for the reconstruction of Mali. Access 
to some of these resources would allow 
humanitarian actors to meet urgent 

709,000
children suffering from acute 

malnutrition risk dying 

98
humanitarian organizations 

respond to people’s needs in 
the North of Mali 

400,000
children need support to access 

education

Failing to deliver on the opportunities 
raised by the peace agreement could 
jeopardize the stabilization of Mali 
with renewed risks of inter-community 
conflict. Tens of thousands of out-of-
school children would not reintegrate 
the education system and eventually be 
exposed at higher recruitment risks by 
non-state armed actors. Without access 

to education, girls in particular would 
remain at higher risk of violence.

Failure to address urgent needs 
and contribute to development also 
means that millions of Malians will 
continue to suffer from food insecurity, 
malnutrition, epidemics, and chronic 
poverty. 

Mali is plagued by the presence of 
terrorist groups as well as drug and 
human trafficking. With half of the 
inhabitants under 18 years old, and the 
total population expected to double in 
the next twenty years, failing to avoid a 
protracted crisis today risks creating a 
time bomb for the stability of the whole 
region in the near future. 

needs and immediately step up their 
resilience building actions to help 
bridge the gap between emergency and 
development programs, particularly in 
the North of the country, where they are 
the main capacity. 

Additional resources are also essential 
to maintain humanitarian aerial 
services and rehabilitate secondary 
airfields to support and expand 
humanitarian access to northern Mali.

315,000
people will be in need of 

immediate food assistance 
during the lean season
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REgional REsponsE to thE Mali ConfliCt aCRoss 4 CountRiEs

*Requirements by country
in million US$

$184,2M

$39,8M $38,0M
$31,5M

Mali Burkina Faso Mauritania Niger

(*) Requirements for Mali only refer to
projects responding to humanitarian
needs in conflict-affected areas as well
as to support IDPs in the south of
the country. For 2016, the total 
humanitarian appeal for Mali is US$ 354 
million.

For Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger,
requirements refer to responding to the
need of Malian refugees and their host
communities.


