
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

In this issue 
 

More aid needed for displaced persons in Bamako P.1 

Education on mine-related risks P.3 

Gender-based violence P.4 

 

 

 

 
 

 

More aid required for 
displaced people in Bamako  
 
The latest survey conducted by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), reported a total of 
47,292 internally displaced people (IDPs) in Bamako 
from the northern regions. Despite ongoing 
humanitarian assistance efforts, it is necessary to 
reinforce aid delivered to IDPs and host families, in 
order to prevent them from reaching a level of 
vulnerability that would be difficult to overcome. 
 
According to the information collected by OCHA from 
partners, assistance was supplied to IDPs in sectors such 
as protection, nutrition, health, education and food. That 
assistance also includes the distribution of non-food items 
and cash so as to cover basic needs, including house 
rents.  
  
As an illustration of the humanitarian assistance provided1, 
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) provided the 
Ministry of Women with 2,000 rape kits. The NGO “Cri du 
Coeur” distributed 10 tons of dignity kits and baby clothes 
to 110 women in the six communes of Bamako from May 
to November 2012. The NGO Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) distributed cash to 105 people in five communes in 
Bamako. The Children National Catholic Bureau (BNCE) 
built a centre for the benefit of 287 children in commune 5 in November 2012. UN Women 
assisted 1,114 people through income generating activities and psychosocial assistance 
in the six communes of Bamako from June to November 2012. 
 
The Ministry of Education, the United Nations Children’ Fund (UNICEF) and NGOs 
(Handicap International, Right to Play, Cri du Coeur, Islamic Relief) assisted about 2,850 
pupils, including by giving remedial courses and school kits.   
 

1 These actions are not exhaustive of the humanitarian aid, but they are only examples 
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KEY FIGURES 
# of  IDPs 198,558 

Source: Commission of Population 
Movements, November  2012 

# of refugees 145,599 

Source: http://data.unhcr.org/ 

Affected 
population 

4.23 millions 

Source : Mali CAP 2013 
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With regards to food aid, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) assists 
11,725 IDPs through general food 
distributions which have started 
since June in communes 1 and 5 
as well as Kalabancoro for a six-
month period. ACTED has 
assisted 4,533 IDPs through an 
unconditional money transfer 
programme in commune 5 and 
Kalabancoro. This programme 
covers the period going from July 
2012 to January 2013. Caritas 
assisted 22,608 IDPs in the six 
communes from April to November 
2012. The NGO “Cri du Coeur” 
distributed food to 712 IDP families 
from May to November 2012. 
 
 
Concerning nutrition activities, the National Health Care Direction, Mali Red Cross, 
France Red Cross and ACF-Spain treated 2,727 children including IDPs in URENI2, 
URENAS3 and URENAM4 in Bamako from 1 January until 9 November 2012. 
 
Following field visits in Bamako, the members of the protection cluster estimate that even 
though food aid has reached the most vulnerable groups, and the distribution of cash has 
helped to cover basic needs, interrupting this assistance may make some families that 
are living in precarious conditions, more vulnerable. 
 
The IOM report on the survey of IDPs conducted in Bamako, revealed that the most 
urgent needs expressed by IDPs include cash for subsistence, food and shelter. 

 
The total number of IDPs in Mali is 
estimated at 198,558 divided up in 
31,063 families according to the latest 
estimates from the Commission of 
Population Movements published in 
November 2012. In addition to the 47,292 
IDPs in Bamako, there are 151,266 other 
IDPs in need of humanitarian assistance 
in the different regions: Gao 25,977; 
Kayes 1,843; Kidal 28,645; Koulokoro 
3,386; Mopti 39,830; Segou 19,285; 
Sikasso 10,536 and Timbuktu 21,764. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2 URENI: caring and hospitalization for children suffering from malnutrition with complications. 
3 URENAS: caring for children suffering from malnutrition without complications. 
4 URENAM: caring for children suffering from moderate malnutrition. 
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Ensuring safety through 
Mine Risk Education for 
children and their families 
Landmines and unexploded ordnance do not 
discriminate between their victims. This makes them 
particularly dangerous for children who do not know 
the threats that these remnants of war pose. The 
current conflict in the north of Mali only serves to 
aggravate the dangers and prevalence of these 
deadly devices. In fact, it is estimated that 100,000 
children and adults are exposed to the dangers of 
mines and unexploded ordnances (UXOs) in the 
northern regions of Mali.  
 
From March to mid-December 2012, 31 accidents were recorded as a result of 
explosive remnants of war (ERW), resulting in 52 casualties including 31 children. 
The region of Gao has reported the highest number of accidents (18), followed by 
Kidal (5) and Timbuktu (5), and Mopti (3). Given the fact that access to information is 
limited, these numbers are expected to be even higher. From March to mid-December, 
16 casualties as a result of stray bullets have been reported in the north, including 
five children. Information regarding accidents and victims has been shared with the 
Landmine Monitor and with the United Nations Mine Action Service. 
 
To address the growing risks associated with mines and UXOs, UNICEF has organized 
awareness-raising sessions targeting communities and more particularly children across 
Mali.  
 
UNICEF partners (Handicap International, BNCE, ENDA, National Directorate for Civil 
Protection, and Regional Directorate for Family and the Promotion of Women and 
Children) began an emergency Mine Risk Education (MRE) response in April 2012. About 
10,000 children and adults from communities affected by the conflict have been 
reached to date by MRE activities and are thus better protected against accidents linked 
to UXOs.  
 
Using leaflets with images depicting mines and UXOs, as well as their related injuries, 
facilitators from partner organizations have delivered messages aiming to save children’s 
lives. Adults from IDP communities, including authorities, community members and 
teachers, also participated to these awareness-raising sessions.  
 
Continuing to expand the reach of MRE sessions will be critical in 2013, especially if the 
crisis escalates. UNICEF and its partners have already begun to scale-up their MRE and 
awareness-raising activities. For example, Handicap International recently began MRE 
activities in Mopti, Gao and Timbuktu. Six radio stations are also currently transmitting 
daily MRE messages in Bamako, Kayes, Sikasso, Koulikoro, Segou and Mopti in five 
languages. Continuing to deliver key messages on mine-related risks will contribute to 
reducing the number of children who are victim of explosive remnants of war. 

 

 

 

Credit: @ UNICEF/Kent Page/Mali/December 2012 
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Gender-based violence related to the crisis 
Human right violations affecting populations living in the North of the country remain a 
concern. Girls and women are among the most vulnerable layers of the affected 
population. In the northern regions, the condition of women keeps on deteriorating. 
Human Rights Organizations and some NGOs in the field have reported several 
hundreds of cases of Gender-Based Violence (GBV), including sexual violence. The sub-
cluster Gender Based Violence has documented about 200 cases of rape, of which 
150 have been taken in charge.  
 
The situation of girls and women who are victims of sexual violence is complex. They are 
twice as affected. In addition to the attack on their physical integrity and their dignity, they 
are often marginalized by the society. Some of them are abandoned by their partners and 
parents, a situation leading to psychological suffering. 
 
If not ransacked or destroyed, the basic social services hardly operate in the regions 
under occupation (Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal). Under these conditions, taking care of the 
victims of the Gender Based Violence remains very limited and community reinsertion 
actions are almost non-existent.  
 
At the national level, the authorities and humanitarian actors have taken decisions and 
actions in order to reinforce the prevention and care of Gender-Based Violence cases, 
wherever possible. 
 
In October 2012, the Government published a circular that engaged courts to consider 
with special attention, cases of Gender-Based Violence submitted to the justice. In total, 
four centres of psycho-social and judiciary care of victims of sexual violence and other 
GBV have been set-up. Some of these centres also support income generating activities 
for the benefit of victims. 
 
The GBV sub-cluster distributed dignity kits to more than 25,000 women in all the 
regions of Mali. These kits are used for the treatment of cases of female genital 
mutilations, rapes as well as sexually transmitted infections, child births and emergency 
cases of post-exposure prophylaxis. 
 
Reference maps have been developed for the regions of Kayes, Koulikoro, Bamako, 
Mopti as well as “Standard Operational Plans” in order to allow victims to find easily, 
available services for their treatment. 
 
A joint United Nations System/Ministry of Defence and Veterans project has been set up 
in order to reinforce the capacities of the armed and security forces to prevent and protect 
women and girls in conflict situations. A booklet on psycho-social care has been shared 
with actors involved in preventing Gender-Based Violence. Moreover, a standardised tool 
for collecting information on GBV has been designed by the sub cluster and is in use for 
the monitoring of sexual and sexist violence. 
 
The United Nations agencies have reinforced the capacities of more than 300 
technical service workers (state technical services and NGOs) in various domains 
including the prevention of and the response to GBV in crisis situation as well as psycho-
social care. For similar purposes, some health service providers in Koulikoro, Bamako, 
Segou and Mopti also benefitted from capacity building activities to better assist the 
victims of GBV. 
 
Some 500 prevention and orientation messages on GBV, including sexual violence, are 
broadcasted through the media in five languages (Bambara, Tamasheq, Songhay, Peulh 
and French), targeting at least two million listeners. 
 
A certain number of constraints continue to impede the response to sexual violence in 
Mali, including inter-alia, the difficult access to the North of Mali and some socio-cultural 
factors, which limit data collection and humanitarian assistance. It is sometimes difficult to 

Human Rights 
Organizations and some 
NGOs in the field have 
reported several hundreds 
of cases of Gender Based 
Violence, including sexual 
violence. 
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obtain testimonies from victims of GBV, which makes available statistics on sexual 
violence widely underestimated. Moreover, the insufficient level of resources dedicated to 
the prevention of, and response to GBV, available to implement the GBV sub-cluster 
national work plan, remains a challenge. The lack of free consultations and biomedical 
analyses for the victims of sexual violence at health facilities also remains a concern. 
 

New products on the Mali HumanitarianResponse website: 
 
Humanitarian Presence Map: 
 
http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/visuals/carte-de-pr%C3%A9sence-humanitaire-0 
 
CAP Funding Snapshot: 
 
http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/visuals/cap-funding-snapshot 
 
2013 Mali CAP: 
 
http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/document/cap-2013-mali 
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