
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPOINTMENT OF THE NEW UN RESIDENT COORDINATOR IN CAMEROON  

Mr. Matthias Z. Naab is the new United 
Nations Resident Coordinator and 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Cameroon 
since his appointment on 1 September 
2020 by the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, António Guterres. 

With more than 20 years of experience in 
international development, acquired 
within the United Nations and with other 
organizations, Mr Naab’s priorities are to 
strengthen the relationship with the 
Government of Cameroon and support it 
to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and reinforce partnerships 
and coordination. As Humanitarian 
Coordinator, his motivation is to save lifes 
while respecting the humanitarian principles. He most recently served as United Nations 
Resident Coordinator in Comoros after holding several senior positions at the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).  He was UNDP Country Director in Mozambique, 
Governance Specialist in the United Republic of Tanzania, and Governance Adviser in 
Rwanda.  

COVID-19 PANDEMIC: INFECTIONS DECLINE BUT AWARENESS SHOULD 
CONTINUE 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 COVID-19 pandemic: 

21,793 confirmed cases and 

426 deaths in Cameroon as 

of 31 October 2020 (source: 

WHO).  

 Back to school: 700,000 

students lack access to 

education due to closure of 

4,253 schools and 

displacement of population in 

North-West and South-West 

regions  

 Insecurity: More than 5,000 

people were displaced in the 

Far North region for fear of 

violence between August to 

October 2020.  

 Success story: Mobile 

clinics provided health care 

to thousands of people in the 

North-West and South-West 

regions. 

 Floods: Five regions out of 

ten with around 193,000 

people were affected by 

floods in Cameroon. 
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As of 31 October 2020, the World Health organization 
(WHO) reported 21,793 confirmed COVID-19 cumulative 
cases in Cameroon, including 426 deaths since the first 
case was reported on 6 March 2020.  

The response strategy set up by the Cameroonian 
Government was adapted to the development of the 
pandemic phases of transmission. It prioritized the 
decentralization of response activities to the health district 
level.  

Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing is possible in 
nine out of ten regions and rapid (TDR) testing is available 
in all regions. The Ministry of health set up fifteen 
laboratories in all regions of the country to facilitate the 
screening process. With the support of the World Health 
Organization (WHO), trainings of laboratory technicians 
were organized all over the country. 

The average number of weekly positive cases has 
decreased from 510 in July/August 2020 to 260 by 30 
October. With the decline of the number of COVID-19 
positive cases, the Government of Cameroon dismantled 
three makeshift hospitals in Douala’s Mbappe Leppe stadium (Littoral region), in Limbe Middle Farms stadium (South-West 
region) and in Yaoundé Ngoa-Ekellé stadium (Centre region), among the eight COVID-19 treatment centers constructed to 
give an adequate and timely response in all the regions. Yet, Centre and Littoral regions remain the epicenters of the 
pandemic with the highest number of new positive cases among the general population as well as among medical staff. 

UNICEF is supporting the risk communication and community engagement response through sensitization activities in 
communities, mass media and local radios and by conducting surveys in order to better adapt the message. Althought the 
Government with the support of partners is still conducting voluntary testing campaigns and encouraging the respect of 
barrier measures, general opinion among the population is that there is no longer a COVID-19 epidemic in Cameroon. “Now 
that the dismantling of the isolation and treatment centers in response to the Coronavirus has been announced, we already 
know that the disease is gone, no one wears his mask anymore nowadays, taxis drivers are overloading their vehicles with 
passengers again, life goes on” said Jules Zebaze, a thirty-year-old street seller in Yaounde. 

To limit the damage and ensure that the country does not experience a second phase of infections, it is necessary to 
intensify awareness activities. 

BACK TO SCHOOL BUT NOT FOR ALL CHILDREN IN CAMEROON 

On 5 October 2020, millions of students returned to school 
in Cameroon after seven months of school closure due to 
control measures taken by the Government to stop the 
spread of COVID-19.  

To ensure the safe reopening of schools and prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 , the Ministry of Basic Education and 
the Ministry of Secondary Education have put in place a 
part-time class system for schools with high enrolment of 
students so that each classroom does not exceed a 
maximum of fifty students at a given time. Schools are 
implementing preventive measures such as the wearing of 
masks, temperature controls at the entrace and providing 
water and hygiene facilities to wash hands.  

Not all students in Cameroon had however the chance to 
resume school in October. 

In the North-West and South-West regions where the security situation and living conditions are deteriorating because of 
violence, more than 4,000 schools were destroyed or closed, leaving 700,000 students without access to education since 
the start of the crisis in 2017. Since 5 October 2020 schools have gradualy started to re-open, although regular Monday 
ghost towns did not facilitate the resumption of lessons. During the first week of the school year, school attendance was 

Credit: UNICEF 
 

 

“My work focuses on supporting the Incident Management System of the Mifi 
Health district in West region to control and mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
Strengthening the technical and operational capacity of this district to 
effectively control COVID-19 with some emphasis on vulnerable communities 
hosting internally displaced persons from the North-West and South-West 
regions”. 
 
Frankline Sevidzem is an epidemiologist working for COVID-19 
Response/OCHA. He is training laboratory technicians on COVID-19 testing, 
surveillance and response. 
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less than 30 percent of the number of children that should be enroled in both regions. However, the number of children 
enroled was higher than during the first week of October 2019. After several incidents against education facilities, staff and 
students in different cities in the North-West and South-West regions, particularly the attack against a school in Kumba in 
the South-West, where eight students lost their lives and at least 12 were injured, school attendance dropped. On 24 
October, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Cameroon condemned the killing of the Kumba school children and called all 
armed actors to refrain from any attacks against children and other civilians, and ensure that schools, medical facilities and 
their personnel are not subjected to violence or threats in any way.  

In the Far North region, especially in the Logone et Chari and Mayo-Danay divisions, floods impacted lowland areas, 
pushing people to leave their villages. Homes and farms were damaged or ruined and many roads rendered impassable, 
isolating villages.  Sixty schools were flooded, affecting more than 18,000 students. “I was supposed to resume school on 
Monday 5 October, but the rain destroyed my school and I am at home playing around and helping my parents to fish”; 
Mamout Harouna, a 14 years old boy told OCHA staff during a visit to Vrick, his village located in the Mayo-Danay division. 

MORE THAN 5,000 CIVILIANS FLED THEIR HOMES FOR FEAR OF VIOLENCE IN THE FAR NORTH 
REGION 

Since the beginning of the year, armed men and suicide bombers have perpetrated a series 
of attacks against civilians in the Far-North region of Cameroon.  

Between August and September 2020, three suicide attacks took place in camps and 
localities hosting internally displaced people (IDPs). Thirty civilians were killed and more 
than fourty were injured.  

“Survivors are forced to flee, leaving everything they own behind to save their lives. Most 
of them have no place to sleep and almost no access to water and heath”, said Fabienne Mially, lead of the Rapid Response 
Mechanism in the Far-North region for the international NGO Première Urgence Internationale.  

In September 2020, more than 5,000 people fled their homes for fear of violence. They found shelter in localities where 
Cameroonian Forces have a permanent presence as people feel safer in these locations, but they are overcrowded as are 
already hosting thousands of IDPs.  

Credit: OCHA 
Fatima and her family in a displaced people’ site in Kolofata, Far North region 

“Before the military forces 
arrived in Kordo, we had at 

least two attacks from 
Boko Haram per week. 

They have killed my uncle. 
I cannot go back there if 

there is no security” 
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Fatima Boukar, a thirthy five years old woman fled from Kordo, in the Far North region, in August 2020, with her family. 
“When the military forces announced that they will close their base in Kordo, I decided to run away with my family because 
I was no longer feeling secure there”. Fatima and her family were among the thousands of people who fled from Kordo in 
August 2020, when the operating base of the Cameroonian Rapid Intervention Battalion closed in Kordo. They abandonned 
their lands and belongings.  “Before the military forces arrived in Kordo, we had at least two attacks from Boko Haram per 
week. They have killed my uncle. I cannot go back there if there is no security” Fatima added.  

On 24 September 2020, eight international NGOs called for immediate scale-up of the humanitarian response amid soaring 
needs in the Far North region. They advocated for the protection of civilians, the respect of humanitarian principles and an 
adequate response to humanitarian needs while highlighting the need of adequate resources and a better access to the 
most vulnerable.  

SUCCESS STORY: MOBILE CLINICS PROVIDED HEALTH CARE TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IN THE 
NORTH-WEST AND SOUTH-WEST REGIONS 

From February to September 2020, the national NGO “Reach 
Out”, partner of WHO, provided life-saving essential health 
care services in the North-West and South-West regions. They 
operated eight mobile clinics that provided primary health care. 
They donated obstetric and neonatal materials to communities 
in the Fako, Kupe Muanenguba, Manyu, Momo and Ngo 
Ketunjia division in the North-West and South West regions.  

 “It was a project full of risks and life-threatening incidences” 
reported Dr Alain Metuge, one of the medical doctors running 
the mobile clinics. Reach Out chose areas where humanitarian 
organizations were not present because of access challenges. 

The mobile clinics assisted more than 29,000 people living in 
hard to reach or crisis affected areas providing primary health 
care to the population, including to people living with 
disabilities and children under the age of five years.  

The COVID-19 pandemic affected Cameroon at the beginning 
of the projet. “One of the big challenges we faced with the 
COVID-19 outbreak was the procurement of drugs. With all the 
borders closed, local stocks of drugs were depleted” Esther 
Omam, Reach Out Director said. “To ensure the staff 
protection and to contribute to stop the spread of the COVID-
19 pandemic we put in place standard operating procedures 
and sensitised communities on COVID-19 and other diseases 
including diabetes, hypertension, HIV and sexually transmitted 
infections” she added. 

61 people living with HIV were provided antiretrovirals, and 
550 pregnant women benefited from delivery kits to assist 
them at the time of delivery.  

The mobile clinics project implemented by Reach Out in the 
North-West and South-West regions was funded by the UN 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). Reach Out 
mobilised additional funds to ensure sustainability of the 
project in the Manyu division, predominantly in Eyumojock 

health district in the South-West region for two months (October and November 2020) after the CERF funding ended. “We 
believe the needs are still very real; more clinics are required and we continue to mobilize funds and advocate for the clinics 
to continue” said Esther Omam.  

Credit photo 1 and 2: NGO “Reach Out”  
Photo 1: Dr Wilfried, from Reach Out is providing care to a child in the South-West 
region 
 

“We chose to access areas where other humanitarian 
actors had few projects before, such as Tombel, 

Bangem and Batibo.” 
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FLOODS AFFECTED 193,000 PEOPLE IN CAMEROON SINCE JULY 2020 

As of 23 October 2020, flooding affected 
around 193,000 people in five regions of 
Cameroon (Far-North, Littoral, South, South-
West and West).  

The Far North region already affected by 
insecurity, food insecurity, malnutrition and 
climate change is the region most affected by 
flooding with destruction of houses, goods, 
crops and farms as well as land degradation. 
Even though the seasonal rains were 
expected – as they happen every year during 
the same period and in the same areas – the 
impact of this additional shock further 
empoverished vulnerable families. 

Despite the difficult access due to damaged 
infrastructure, national and local authorities 
are leading the response, supported by the 
Cameroon Red Cross, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, NGOs and 
United Nations agencies as well as 
community-based organizations. Humanitarian 
teams respond to the acute needs of the most vulnerable and displaced people and help communities to bounce back 
faster. 

2020 HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN: FUNDING OVERVIEW  

Cameroon 2020  

US$ 391 million requested (HRP and COVID-19 response) 
US$ 155.3 million funded (HRP and COVID-19 response) 

 
Funding by sector (in million US$) 

As of 2 November, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Carla Martinez, Head of Office, OCHA Cameroon, martinez14@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 

 
    Credit: OCHA 
    Kounkouma village in Mayo-Danay division, Far North region 


