
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE BEYOND THE CRISES 

As seen with the COVID-19 pandemic, gender-based violence is often exacerbated by crises. 
But to combat violence against women and girls, we need to address the underlying causes that 
were already in place before the emergency struck. 

In Cameroon, like in most countries across the globe, violence against women and girls is a 
concerning reality. On 25 November 2020, the Minister of Women’s Empowerment and the 
Family, in partnership with UN Women Cameroon and with the support of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, launched the 16 days of activism against gender-based violence.  

The campaign, which contributes every year to take stock on actions to stop violence against 
women and girls, was celebrated in 2020 under the banner: Orange the world: fund, respond, 
prevent, collect!  Cameroon adopted the theme: "Orange the world: mobilize the necessary 
factors to alleviate the socio-economic consequences of COVID-19 on women and girls" 
with the objective to mobilize United Nations agencies, Government partners, civil society, 
schools and universities, private sector, sports associations, and individuals to develop an 
inclusive approach to fight the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic on women and girls. 
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South-West region 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 On 25 November 2020, the 

Minister of Women’s  

Empowerment and the 

Family in Cameroon 

launched the 16 days of 

activism against gender-

based violence. 

 The Ministry of 

employment and vocational 

training announced that 

14,000 people had lost their 

jobs in Cameroon since the 

beginning of the COVID-19

pandemic in March 2020. 

 Floods affected 38,000 

students in the Far North 

region. 

 As of 30 November 2020, 

WHO reported 24,719 

COVID-19 confirmed cases 

and 437 deaths in 

Cameroon. 

 

FIGURES  
(UNHCR NOVEMBER 2020) 

 

1 million 
Internally displaced 
people 

 

434,652 
Refugees 

 

9,406 
Asylum seekers 

 

484,036 
Returnees 
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In Cameroon, 56.4 per cent of women have suffered emotional and/or sexual violence at some point in their lifes. 
Humanitarian situations, be they natural or human-made disasters, do not generate, but rather exacerbate the rates of 
gender-based violence. 

Emotional and/or sexual violence is the manifestation of the 
pervasive, systematic and structural discrimination girls and 
women face. Discrimination reveals itself in multiple ways, 
therefore it is critical to analyse and understand inequalities.  

For instance, while 39 per cent of the national Cameroonian 
population lives below the poverty line, this rate rises to 51.5 
per cent for women. Of these, eight out of ten women are 
underemployed. 

This precarious livelihood situation is also reflected by their 
lack of ownership of the land to cultivate: Only 1.6 per cent 
of women own a land title in their name. Access to a plot 
does not allow them to have control over it, as they do not 
have enough opportunities to assert their rights. 

Gender inequality in humanitarian operations 

Connecting these dots shows the strong relation that exists 
between gender inequality, exclusion, and increased 
vulnerability.  Gender inequality, by denying equal rights 
and opportunities, exacerbates vulnerability. 

Continuous discrimination – in education, health care, 
employment – influences individuals’ access to resources 
and capital. It impacts how decisions are made at household 
and community levels. It inevitably makes women and girls 
more vulnerable to shocks and stresses. 

Effective violence prevention and a collective response that 
uproots its causes and upholds human rights, requires a 
broader understanding of inequalities. As a humanitarian 
community, when we do not account for and address gender 
inequality, we disregard factors that embed vulnerability for the entire population. 

We also miss factors that would enable us to support families and communities to become more resilient. Too often, we 
have pre-conceived views about the needs of women and girls mainly focussing on protection concerns and ignoring other 
needs. 

Not just about protection 

By analyzing power dynamics and committing to shift unequal power relations, humanitarian actors can bring 
transformation. They can use opportunities and short-term interventions to address some of the root causes of inequality; 
influencing unequal practices and generating social change. 

Preventing gender-based violence, particularly the one taking place behind closed 
doors, requires a concerted effort from all actors – not just the protection sector. 
Reinforcing women’s socio-economic agency and autonomy and making it clear that a 
life free from violence is a benefit for all, requires a collective engagement. 

Preventing gender-based violence includes ensuring that women have a voice in 
decisions making and in supporting their economic self-sufficiency. It also involves 
mobilizing boys and men to challenge harmful masculine norms that favor violence over dialogue and respect, among 
others. 

Story by Delphine Brun, OCHA 

 

Amina, 20 years old woman was abducted by non-State armed groups 
(NSAGs) in the Far North region when she was 14. Forcibly married to a 
fighter, she was locked up and held for three years. She succeeded to flee 
during a fight between NSAGs and national military forces and found safety 

in the internally displaced site of Zamaï in the Far North region.  
Credit: OCHA/Mouangue 

Placing gender issues at 
the center of aid 

interventions helps 
rebalance gender injustice. 
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SUCCESS STORY: CASH COMES TO RESCUE IN COVID-19 TIME 

With more than 24,700 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 437 deaths by 30 November 2020, Cameroon was ranked among 
the ten countries with the highest number of confirmed cases in Africa. COVID-19 is not only a health pandemic but also 
has important socio-economic consequences, especially for vulnerable population. Cameroon’s Ministry of employment 
and vocational training announced in October 2020 that 14,000 people had lost their jobs in the country since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted lives in the most unforeseen ways. The situation is particularly worrying for already 
vulnerable communities such as refugees.  

Alim, 29 years old,  is refugee from Central African Republic (CAR). He depends on his job as a motorbike taxi rider to cover 
his family’s needs. “Before the pandemic, i was earning 10,000 FCFA (20 USD) a day on average. But with the 
recommendations for physical and social distancing, people did not want to use 
motorbikes anymore” he said. That left him bereft of a means to care for his family.  

World Food Programme (WFP) and its partners are rolling out a project intended for 
vulnerable persons socially and economically hit by the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Cameroon with support from the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 

Alim is among the 40,000 people who receive monthly support through cash transfers 
and food distributions from WFP. 

The money they receive in a monthly basis helps them to pay the schooling of their 
children, provide food and other necessities for their families. 

Cash transfers allow the refugees to be fully in charge of key decisions that affect their 
lives and inject resources into the local economy. WFP provides support cash transfers 
through contributions from the European Union, Germany, South Korea, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States of America. 

Story by Marriane Enow Tabi and Saidou Abdoul Aziz, WFP 

 

East region 
Credit: WFP Cameroon 

Alim, depends on his job as 
a motorbike taxi rider to 
cover his family’s needs. 
Before the pandemic, he 

was earning 20 USD a day 
on average. But with the 

recommendations for 
physical and social 

distancing, people did not 
want to use motorbikes 
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WOMEN PROGRESS WITH FARMING ACTIVITIES AMID COVID-19 CHALLENGES 

In the midst of COVID 19 challenges, these highly committed women and girls thrive through the cultivation and harvesting 
of farming products. 

Since the launching of the Second Chance Education (SCE) project in Cameroon in May 2019 by UN Women, 1,340 women 
and girls, including 500 beneficiaries of farming activities were trained and provided with start-up kits to enable them start 
their own business and become financially autonomous. Among these beneficiaries were refugees, internally displaced 
people and host population in the Far North, East and Adamawa regions of Cameroon.  

The farming activities were highly successful during the first phase of the project and the harvest effectively took place from 
July to August 2020, though the COVID-19 pandemic affected the sale price of the products. 

In the midst of COVID-19 challenges, these highly committed women and girls progressed positively with the cultivation 
and harvesting of farming products (cotton, peanuts, cassava, corn, vegetables, beans etc.). They capitalised on 
theexperiences gained from previous planting session with the hope of harvesting more products than the previous year. 
The laudable results demonstrate the sustainability of this activity and the project as a whole shows that these women and 
girls are able to reinvest the benefits, support their families as well as extend support and mentorship to new upcoming 
groups. It is worth mentioning that other crops will be planted and harvested progressively based on planting seasons per 
crop in each project site. 

Adapted from https://cameroon.un.org/en/98741-progress-second-chance-education-project-faming-activities-july-2020-present-midst-
covid-19 by Emmanuel Foukou, UN RC Office 

 

 

Centre region 
Credit: RCO/Emanuel Foukou 
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FLOODS AFFECT 38,000 STUDENTS IN THE FAR-NORTH REGION 

Since the beginning of the rainy season in July 2020, floods affected nearly 165,000 people in the Far North region. Flooding 
caused human and material damages in five of  the seven divisions of the region. According to the Cameroonian Red Cross 
(CRC), more than 350 households were forced to displace and 50 people died because of the floods. Destruction of road 
infrastructure, schools, houses, crops and livestocks were also reported.  

In Koukouma, a community located in Mayo-Danay 
division, the only school in which 187 students were 
receiving education was destroyed by heavy rains. The 
school was the result of the efforts of parents, who had 
built classrooms with mud brick material and hired three 
temporary teachers to enable their children to have access 
to education. Following the destruction of the classrooms 
by floods, the locality received two tents from the 
Cameroonian emergency flood control project (PULCI), to 
enable students and teachers to continue classes.  

In Mayo-Danay and Logone et Chari divisions, 60 
elementary schools were flooded or destroyed following 
the heavy rains, depriving 18,787 children of education. 
UNICEF supports the continuity of education services in 
17 relocated schools in these two divisions through the 
supply of logistic material such as tents and tarpaulins. 
This allow more than 6,300 children and 55 teachers to 
continue their educational activities. The need for didactic 
and sanitary material still remains unfulfilled.  

 

 

A boat carrying children to school during the rainy season in Far North region 
Credit: OCHA/Mouangue 

 
Credit: OCHA/Mouangue  
Relocated school in Koukouma, Far North region 
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RESUMING VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OF CAR REFUGEES FROM THE EAST REGION TO CAR 

In November 2020, voluntary repatriation resumed in the 
East region of Cameroon after the suspension imposed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic was released. UNHCR in 
coordination with national authorities facilitated the return 
of 249 Central African refugees (80 families) from Lolo and 
Gado refugee camps in the East region of Cameroon. At 
the same time, UNHCR prepared the travel documents for 
30 CAR refugees in Yaounde and Douala who were 
expected to return home in December from Douala 
international airport. 

It is expected that 1,500 refugees return home to the 
Central African republic (CAR) by the end of December 
2020, with the support of UNHCR. The eastern region of 
Cameroon is home to more than 290,000 CAR refugees 
(source: UNHCR Factsheet, November 2020). 

 

2020 HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN: FUNDING OVERVIEW  

Cameroon 2020  

US$ 391 million requested (HRP and COVID-19 response) 
US$ 168.6 million funded (HRP and COVID-19 response) 

 
Funding by sector (in million US$) 

As of 2 December, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-
kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Carla Martinez, Head of Office, OCHA Cameroon, martinez14@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 

 

Hadiza and her two sons are among the people who returned to CAR. She 
lived in Gado refugee camp for the last seven years and was happy to return 
with the hope to see again her husband and her other son. 
Credit: UNHCR Cameroon 


