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1. UNHCR tracking figures indicate an estimated 18,890 families have been displaced from Ramadi 

and surrounding areas in Anbar Governorate between 8 and 20 April, of which 6,461 families are 
displaced within Anbar, while the remaining families have travelled to Baghdad (9,000), Babylon 
(314), and most recently Kerbala (600) and Sulaymaniyah (2,515). The majority of new arrivals are 
dispersed across numerous unidentified locations, hampering rapid assistance. 

2. Estimates on new arrivals from Ramadi in Kerbala vary greatly, ranging from 600 families upwards. 
The number of affected families needs to be verified urgently, in order to plan response actions 
accordingly. Many of those arriving in Kerbala have traveled on to Baghdad once they have cleared 
security checks. 

3. Fighting over the city of Ramadi is continuing and the city is deserted of civilians. Reportedly, the 
maternity and general hospitals were stormed by armed groups, and patients were left behind. In 
response a field hospital was established in Al-Khaldiyah. 

4. The number of people previously blocked at Bzbiz Bridge and nearby checkpoint has reduced 
significantly. The majority of internally displaced persons (IDPs) proceeded to Sulaymaniyah or 
Baghdad governorates. People were not allowed to cross the checkpoint by car, constituting an 
obstacle to transportation, which was partially addressed by the Ministry of Trade who provided 
buses and other transport for displaced families. 

5. To date, people have only been permitted to enter Baghdad Governorate if they had confirmed 
sponsorship. There are contradictory reports on whether this restriction has been lifted. Families 
without a sponsor are being gathered in mosques or other collective centres as a holding pattern.  

6. In order to cope with the huge influx of IDPs, the Joint Coordination and Monitoring Centre (JCMC) 
has identified seven locations for additional collective centers in Baghdad. UNHCR has assessed 
four of the locations, of which two to three are in the process of being prepared for immediate use. 
UN agencies are already coordinating and discussing the installation of WASH facilities, shelter and 
other assistance, in order to ensure rapid assistance upon finalization of the assessments. 

 
Humanitarian Response - Anbar Governorate 

 
7. The World Food Programme (WFP) has distributed Immediate Response Rations (IRRs) sufficient for 

three days to over 9,250 families in Anbar Governorate. Distributions were completed in 
coordination with Anbar provincial authorities and details were shared with the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in order to coordinate distributions.   

8. As of 20 April, UNICEF, through its implementing partner, Rebuild Iraq Reconstruction Program 
(RIRP), installed 28 mobile showers, 42 toilets and 14 water tanks with a total capacity of 42,000 
liters at the Amiriyat Al Fallujah Camp. 

9. As of 19 April, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) distributed 1,115 Core Relief Items (CRI) kits in 
various locations in Anbar Governorate, and erected 100 tents to Amriyat al-Falluja. UNHCR will 
distribute 1,000 CRI kits to Al-Khalidiya, Habaniya and Amiriyat Al-Fallujah upon receipt of rapid 
needs assessments from partners.  

10. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is planning to distribute 150 NFIs to newly 
displaced IDPs in Abu Ghraib within the coming days. 

 
Humanitarian Response - Baghdad Governorate 

 
11. 2,000 families in Baghdad Governorate have been provided with IRRs by WFP for three days with plans, 

alongside UNICEF, to distribute food and water through the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) for 
some 25,000 IDPs at Baghdad checkpoints in the coming days. Stocks of IRRs in WFP’s Baghdad 
warehouse are sufficient to meet expected needs.    
 
 



12. UNICEF, in coordination with RIRP, started the installation of temporary water and sanitation facilities 
at checkpoints, and in several collective centers in Baghdad Governorate, including Al Takiya al 
Kasnazaniya collective center, Al Jamia’a stadium, Bzbiz Check Point, Check Point No. 75, and Asia 
collective center-Dora. In total UNICEF supplied 13 water tanks with a capacity of 70,000 litres, 38 
mobile latrines, 10 mobile showers, and 10 garbage containers.  

13. As of 19 April, UNHCR distributed 553 CRI kits in Baghdad to families displaced from Ramadi, of which 
227 CRI kits were distributed between 17 and 19 April at the RICC 2 and RICC 5 community centres. 
UNHCR is planning to distribute an additional 1,130 CRI kits in Baghdad in the coming days.  

14. On 19 April, in cooperation with Al Yousifiya Local Council, UNHCR field staff assessed eight acres of 
land proposed for a collective centre at Al Radhowaniya Al Sharqiaya.  The Ministry of Displacement 
and Migration (MoDM) agreed to follow up on necessary approvals. Additionally, UNHCR conducted 
rapid needs assessments for 1,130 families in Baghdad.  

15. IOM, in coordination with MoMD and UNICEF, erected 30 tents and portable toilets in Bzbiz 
checkpoint. Additionally IOM erected 126 tents in Baghdad Governorate, including Quireesh and Al-
Khadhra Camps, Al-Rashid Sub-District and Al-Khadhra Area, in order to shelter the newly arriving 
IDPs. On 20 April, IOM distributed 200 Non-Food Item (NFI) kits in Baghdad to the IDPs who settled in 
Quireesh Camp, Al-Khadhra Camp, Al-Jami'a Camp, Al-Jami'a Neighborhood. 

16. UNICEF is planning to expand RRM distribution from Anbar and Baghdad to Sulaymaniyah, Salah al-Din 
and Diyala governorates in the coming days to respond to the current and anticipated population 
movements. 

17. WHO has coordinated with the Ministry of Health to provide health services through the positioning of 
six ambulances with doctors and paramedics at the BzBiz crossing.  An additional two mobile health 
clinics are expected in due course.  

 
Humanitarian Response - Sulaymaniyah Governorate 

 
18. On 19 April, UNHCR field and protection staff visited the Qoratu Camp in preparation to receive IDPs 

arriving from Ramadi. UNHCR staff will meet with Garmyan Administration Office authorities to 
discuss IDP access and services in the camp. 

 
 
The information in this note was compiled by OCHA Iraq based on a variety of sources, including the 
Government of Iraq, local authorities, UN agencies, international non-government organizations, media 
reports, and key informant interviews. 

 
The next Flash Update will be issued as required. For more information, contact David Swanson 
swanson@un.org or visit the Humanitarian Operations Centre, Erbil. 
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