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Situation Overview 
The number of houses reported damaged by the earthquake is increasing considerably as more information becomes 
available on difficult to access areas. The Government estimates that over 59,000 houses have been damaged, of 
which 85 per cent are in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 14 per cent are in FATA. The districts of Chitral, Shangla, Swat, 
and Upper and Lower Dir are the worst affected, and account for nearly 70 per cent of the houses damaged across 
the country.  

Chitral district has been hit the hardest, with over 15,900 houses damaged (23 per cent of the national total), leaving 
thousands of families without shelter. The earthquake has affected some communities that were still recovering from 
devastating flash floods, which swept through the district less than four months ago. Temperatures in Chitral are 

already below freezing at night and are expected to fall as low as – 12C later this week; rain and snowfall are also 
predicted over the next three days. The extreme weather places the lives of those who are living in the open or 
temporary shelters at risk.  

The main quake has been followed by 87 aftershocks, further damaging already weakened structures. The 
earthquake, aftershocks and recent rainfall have led to landslides, which have restricted access to some areas, 
especially for large vehicles carrying relief supplies. The smaller vehicles being used are unsuited to the transport of 
large numbers of bulky tents, reducing the amount of tents reaching the affected population.  

People in some areas also lost their livestock—which was being kept indoors to protect them from the cold. The 
Government reported that 495 school have been damaged in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 49 per cent of which are located 
in Upper Dir district. Ten schools were in the Gilgit Baltistan region were also damaged.  
   

Province Deaths Injured Houses Damaged Schools Damaged 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 226 1,632 59,493 495 

Federally Administered 
Tribal Area (FATA) 

30 209 9,534  

Pakistan Administered 
Kashmir/Gilgit Baltistan 

12 106 781 10 

Punjab 5 79 20  

Total 273 2,026 69,823 505 

 

Needs 
With freezing temperatures and the start of winter, families who have lost their houses need winterized tents, 
blankets, kitchen sets and warm clothing. Injured survivors are being treated at local hospitals.  Hospital damage has 
not been systematically reported to date, but information indicates health facilities are able to cope with casualties.  
People who have lost their food stocks and livestock, will need support to meet their food needs throughout the winter 
period. Surviving livestock require fodder, while injured animals need veterinary support. Plastic sheeting can be 
used to protect relief supplies received by families from the rain and weather conditions. The Government is restoring 
schools and water supply systems. Temporary solutions including jerry cans buckets and hygiene kits, and are 
needed in the interim.  

As the Government has not requested international assistance, no coordinated assessments involving UN or I/NGOs 
have been initiated. Some NGOs, have carried out preliminary assessments in some affected areas.  

Response 
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The Pakistan Government is leading the humanitarian response and has not requested international assistance. 
According to the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), 37,000 tents, 42,800 blankets 6,500 plastic mats, 

880 tons of food and 14,000 tarpaulins 
have been allocated for the response. 
Distributions are ongoing. Most health 
facilities are intact, and are providing 
regular and emergency health services. 
NDMA has also deployed health teams 
to provide additional support. Five 
helicopters conducted 92 missions to 
deliver relief supplies to hard-to-reach 
areas. According to NDMA, all major 
roads in affected areas have been 
cleared. In Gilgit Baltistan, the 
Government has already distributed 20 
tons of food, 550 tents, and 500 
blankets. 

The Government is distributing cash 
compensations to the families of people 
killed in the earthquake (US$5,700) and 
to those that were grievously injured or 
permanently disabled ($1,900). Families 
whose houses were partially damaged 
will receive $950, and $1,900 for houses 

that were fully damaged. Assessments of damaged houses are ongoing. Cash compensation has been distributed 
to 100 earthquake affected families in Shangla, 283 in Lower Dir, and over 2,300 in FATA. The provincial Government 
has released PKR3 billion (US$28,456,260) for the response in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and PKR 2 million for Gilgit 
Baltistan the for the earthquake response.  

Humanitarian partners are 
providing local assistance as 
required. Twenty six INGOs have 
applied and are waiting for 
security clearance, while seven 
INGOs have received Non-
Objection Certificates to support 
the response in Shangla, Swat, 
Torghar with shelter, health, NFIs 
and WASH assistance. 
Organizations implementing or 
planning to deliver relief include: 
World Food Programme (2,800 
food packages in Bajaur and 
Mohmand Agencies), Muslim Aid 
(tents, blankets and food in Dir 
and Chitral), Pakistan Red 
Crescent (NFIs in several 
districts), HANDS Pakistan 
(roofing kits in Chitral and 
Shangla), Cafod/Trocaire, 
Concern, Islamic Relief and ACF.       

 

For more information, please contact:  bukhariz@un.org or khouryg@un.org  

Please visit: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/pakistan, or http://www.unocha.org/ 

To be added or deleted from this mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org  

Background on the crisis 

An earthquake of intensity 7.5 on Richter scale struck Pakistan and Afghanistan on 26 October, resulting in wide spread damages and loss 
of life. While the strong tremors were felt as far as New Delhi in neighboring India, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA) were the worst affected areas in Pakistan. Destruction was comparatively low as the epicenter of the earthquake was over 
200 km below the surface level. Soon after the earthquake, the Pakistan Government started the humanitarian response. UN Resident 
Coordinator contacted the Government and assured UN’s commitment to provide humanitarian assistance, should the government need 
any, however, the disaster is within the Government’s response capacity and efforts are ongoing to provide relief and recovery assistance 
to the affected population..   
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