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This report was produced by OCHA DRC in collaboration with humanitarian partners in Central Kasai, Eastern Kasai and Kasai. It covers the 
period since 2 March 2017. The next report will be issued around 11 April 2017. 

Highlights 
The complex emergency in the Kasai region is 
affecting at least 1.74 million people across the five 
provinces of Central Kasai, Eastern Kasai, Kasai, 
Lomami and Sankuru.1 According to official reports, 
violent and daily clashes opposing militias to national 
security forces have claimed at least 400 lives and 
forced some 637,000 people to flee their homes since 
August 2016. While some of these internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) have been able to return home, close 
to 434,000 people presently remain internally 
displaced, half of whom are located in Kasai Province.  
 
The ongoing violence is also exacerbating tensions 
between communities identified as supportive of the 
militia and those perceived as siding with the 
government. These tensions have been an additional 
source of internal displacement. 
 
The majority of IDPs have taken refuge in remote fields 
or are hosted in communities that are among the most 
underdeveloped in the country. Field assessments 
conducted so far in some of the “hotspots” point to needs exceeding intervention thresholds in the majority of 
sectors, with immediate life-threatening concerns in terms of protection, health, food security, nutrition, shelter and 
non-food items.  
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(Jan. 2017 figures) 

Situation Overview 
In March 2017, the security and humanitarian situation has remained extremely volatile in the Kasai region 
(spanning across the provinces of Central Kasaï, Eastern Kasaï, Kasai, Lomami and Sankuru). While this complex 
emergency has its origins in the violent uprising of a local militia in Kananga (Central Kasai province) in August 
2016, indiscriminate acts of repression by national security forces have amplified humanitarian needs and 
protection concerns. As of 31 March, 1.74 million civilians were caught in this cycle of violence. 433,875 persons 
are internally displaced, with 49 per cent located in the Kasai province. The population in host communities and 
host families where IDPs have found hospitality represents 130,023 people. In addition, 202,751 IDPs have 
returned to their home areas.  

 

 

While the situation varies from one location to the next, three main drivers of humanitarian needs can be discerned: 

                                                      
 
1 This figure is calculated on the basis of alerts reports and needs assessments. 

Source: OCHA DRC 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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1. Over 398,000 people currently displaced in the Kasais have fled the intense violence opposing 
national security forces to local militias. 

2. In the week of 13 March, the Vice Prime Minister in charge of Interior and Security conducted a 
“peacemaking mission” to Central Kasai Province, the birth province of the conflict. This mission created 
the hope that the flames of violence between Congolese security forces and local militias could be choked. 
However, this hope was short-lived, as the deal brokered with a part of the militia leadership was rejected 
the following week by another militia faction – a sign of the accelerating fragmentation of their movement 

into smaller, locally-based “militant cells”. Clashes quickly resumed in locations 
across three provinces, leading to the destruction of homes and new 
displacements in Kananga, Central Kasai (71,135 new IDPs); along the 
Kalonda-Kamuesha road, Kasai (68,143 new IDPs), and in Luilu, Lomami 
(17,000). In the same week, new deployments of security forces reportedly 
occurred across the Kasai region, which the national government declared an 
area of operations in February 2017.  

More generally, the month of March saw an intensification and geographic 
expansion of the impact of violence between security forces and elements of 
the 

militia movement. For the first 
time since August 2016, the 
crisis extended into Lomami 
province, when militiamen 
attacked several villages in the 
Territory of Luilu on 17 March, 
displacing some 2,000 people. 
Between 22 and 28 March, the 
subsequent occupation of 
villages by militiamen caused 
major new displacements in the 
Territories of Luiza, Kazumba 
and Dibaya (Central Kasai); Luilu 
(Lomami); as well as in the town 
of Kabeya Kamwanga (Eastern 
Kasai), causing the displacement 
of approximately 25,440 people. 
On 28 March, the impact of the 
crisis also reached the province 
of Upper Lomami (in former 
Katanga) for the first time, when 
activities of militiamen displaced 
about 295 persons into the 
Territory of Kaniama. The spread 
of the crisis towards other 
provinces involves risks of superimposing new dynamics of conflict and displacement upon existing ones. 

 

3. Close to 36,000 people have fled identity-based collective violence, likely to result in further 
escalating violence and irreversible displacements. 

First signs of communal violence in the context of the ongoing crisis were 
registered end of February in Kamonia Territory (Kasai province), when 
some 420 displaced persons arrived into the provincial capital Tshikapa 
from Nyanga (120 km West of Tshikapa). A second, more important, wave 
of displacements induced by fears of identity-based collective violence 
occurred in the Territory of Luebo (Kasai), where some 22,000 people from 
Dekese Territory were forced to move to Mweka Territory after having 
abstained from showing allegiance to the militia movement.   

People in the Kasai region belong to a multiplicity of interdependent ethnic groups, whose historic 
relationship has been characterized by mostly peaceful coexistence, with occasional episodes of violence. 
The current crisis is exacerbating pre-existing resentment and violence between these groups because of 
the perceived links of a part of the population to members of the militia movement. It has compounded and 
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Source: OCHA DRC 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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amplified pre-existing recent communal tensions over newly redefined provincial boundaries, the crumbling 
of traditional mediation and customary power structures, and the local manifestation of national-level 
political rivalries. So far, communal tensions are particularly pronounced in the Territories of Luebo, 
Kazumba and Kamonia (Kasai), Luiza (Central Kasai), as well as Ngandajika (Lomami). 

 

4. Migration- and displacement-induced health and protection risks are 
severe in the Kasai province along the Angola border. 

Additional concerns exist regarding the situation at the border with Angola. 
The active presence of militiamen there compounds existing vulnerabilities 
and humanitarian concerns, related to the following factors:  

• Congolese expelled from Angola: Most years, DRC’s Kasai region 
receives Congolese nationals who are expelled from Angola for 
numerous reasons, notably for illegally working in the country’s mining 
sector. This phenomenon is generally salient between May and August, 
and could be accentuated this year in the context of Angola’s legislative 
elections, scheduled for August. In January 2017 alone, 4,562 
Congolese were expelled, according to local human rights 
organizations. Among them, 5,444 cases of protection incidents were committed during the expulsion 
process (including prolonged detention, sexual violence and extortion of goods). Most other years, 
Congolese citizens are drawn to Angola for economic reasons; but this year, some might be pushed 
across the border for security reasons, and face the need for a safe corridor. 

• Risks of epidemics. While the promiscuous living conditions in displacement accentuate risks of the 
spread of epidemics, such as measles, the early detection of outbreaks presents several challenges in 
this border area. The limited coverage of healthcare services across the Kasai region translates into 
weak epidemiological surveillance, since healthcare providers are a primary source of public health 
monitoring data. These limited capacities constituted an important challenge for the early detection and 
response during the yellow fever epidemic in Angola and DRC in 2016. The same challenges explain in 
part the two Ebola epidemics in Luebo and Mweka territories (Kasai), in 2007 and 2009. The current 
wave of violence further complicates healthcare access and data collection in the area. 

 

The below table provides the current tally of affected people, IDPs and returnees. It should be noted that due to 
insecurity and the limited humanitarian footprint in the Kasais, humanitarians and provincial health authorities have 
so far only been able to confirm 54 per cent of IDPs in the alerts database. The rest of IDP figures are based on 
unverified alerts from national NGOs and civil society structures, notably Caritas. An additional caveat: because of 
the fluid situation, people’s situation can rapidly evolve from host family to internal displacement to return, and 
back. 

 

Province Affected people IDPs Returnees 
Host communities  / 

families 

Central Kasai                     936 145        137 596        104 767          99 036    

Kasai                     395 255        231 233                      -      

Eastern Kasai                     289 850          48 045          97 984          30 987    

Lomami                        80 000          17 000                    -                      -      

Sankuru                        35 000                    -                      -                      -      

Total Kasai region                1 736 250        433 875        202 751        130 023    
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Congolese citizens in 
just one month 
(January 2017). 
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Funding and Humanitarian Response 
Emergency assistance from humanitarian actors is urgently required, and should be provided in a manner that 
augments and complements pre-existing community resilience and builds on the continued assistance 
programming by development actors. The scale-up of activities should improve visibility on broader needs. 

So far, the following activities have been documented by OCHA: 

• Approximately USD 4.5 million allocated to UN agencies through the Central Emergency Response 
Fund since 1 March to cover 30% of the initially assessed needs.  

• The United Kingdom’s Department For International Development (DFID / START mechanism): about 
$500,000 to ACF and Christian Aid for food distribution and AME in Tshikapa Territory. 

• UNICEF Development Program: Adapting the response strategy to changing contexts and emerging 
needs. 

• Ongoing ARCC program in the Territory of Dibaya and Kabeya Kamwanga, implemented by CRS with 
reallocated funding. 

• Caritas and Save the Children: self-funded assistance activities in Central and Eastern Kasai. 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 
General Coordination 
To support efforts in the Kasai region and support the establishment of a collective response strategy, OCHA staff 
has been deployed on short missions to Kananga (Central Kasai), Tshikapa (Kasai) and Mbuji-Mayi (Eastern 
Kasai). It has also established a Kinshasa-based coordination mechanism to ensure adequate support from 
national-level structures. This structure meets every other week, with additional ad-hoc meetings to be convened 
on a needs-basis.  
 
Efforts of the coordination are currently focused on: 
 

• enhancing visibility on needs throughout the affected territory;  

• establishing a common response strategy and mobilizing attention, capacity and resources nationally 
and internationally;  

• improving access to the most vulnerable communities by overcoming physical and security 
constraints;  

• agreeing on a strategy for community outreach and communication with armed actors, where 
necessary, to ensure acceptance of humanitarian assistance; and  

• ensuring adequate coordination between humanitarian and development activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Dan Schreiber, Head of Coordination, schreiberd@un.org, Cell +243 81 706 1204 

Benedetta Di Cintio, HPC Unit Head, dicinitio@un.org, Cell +243 81 706 1212 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: kasendue@un.org  
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