
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 1 
to 30 November 2021. The next report will be issued in January 2022. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Four children aged between 12 and 17 years-old, and one teacher, 
lost their lives in a NSAG attack on the Government Bilingual High 
School in Ekondo Titi, Ndian division, South-West region.  

• Incidents of diversion and looting of food supplies forced the World 
Food Programme (WFP) to temporarily suspend distribution in 
Meme and Menchum divisons, North-West region. 

• A 13-year-old boy was severely injured after picking up an 
improvised explosive device (IED) in Mezam division, North-West 
region. 

• The cholera outbreak in the South-West region continues to 
spread. At least two health districts have confirmed new cases, with 
134 cases and 6 deaths in total. The case fatality rate is 4.4 per 
cent as of 25 November.  

 

 

 
1 Figures include North-West, South-West, Littoral, West, Adamawa and Centre regions (rounded up to the first decimal place).  
2 Figure includes North-West and South-West regions.  
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 SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The situation in the North-West and South-West regions (NWSW) remains highly fluid, as fighting continues between 
State security forces (SSF) and non-State armed groups (NSAGs). 

NSAGs use of IEDs is frequent, with 13 explosions reported by humanitarian actors across both regions, especially 
in divisions with high humanitarian presence such as Fako, Meme and Manyu in the SW and Mezam, Momo and 
Ngo-Ketunjia in the NW. While most incidents still targeted military personnel, some of the explosions were reported 
on roads that are regularly used by civilians and humanitarians, and civilian casualties have been reported. 
Furthermore, November saw explosive incidents targeting civilians, or indiscriminate explosions in public spaces, 
such as the explosion at the Buea market. On 30 November, a 13-year-old boy was severely injured after picking up 
an IED in the Mezam division in the NW. 

Students and teachers continue to be targeted by NSAGs. On 9 November, NSAG fighters reportedly intruded the 
premises of the Government High School Oku in the NW and abducted the principal and two teachers. On 10 
November, an IED exploded and injured 11 students in the amphitheatre of the University of Buea, in the SW region. 
On 24 November, unidentified gunmen attacked the Government Bilingual High School in Ekondo Titi in the SW. 
Four students aged between 12 and 17 years old, including one girl and a female teacher, were killed, as well as an 
unconfirmed number of students and teachers were injured. Following the incident, the Humanitarian Coordinator 
condemned the attack and urged all parties to respect and promote the right to education. 

insecurity continues to impede humanitarian access from 16 to 19 November and 23 to 26 November, due to clashes 
between NSAGs and SSF, with the latter closing 160 km of road between Kumba and Mamfe, in the SW. Passengers 
could reportedly only cross checkpoints on foot, but no vehicles were allowed to pass, including humanitarian vehicles. 
As a result, WFP food supplies could not be transported beyond Kumba. Humanitarian stakeholders advocated to 
open a humanitarian corridor to access the population in need of assistance, ambulances were granted access to 

Source: OCHA, IOM 
The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 

Map of IDPs from the North-West and South-West regions of Cameroon 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/cameroon/statement-humanitarian-coordinator-cameroon-condemning-killing-school-children-south
https://reliefweb.int/report/cameroon/statement-humanitarian-coordinator-cameroon-condemning-killing-school-children-south
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the areas between both towns. On 24 November, a truck transporting humanitarian food commodities was 
intercepted and diverted at gunpoint by a NSAG commander in Mabanda village, Meme division in the SW. A similar 
diversion by an armed group of an NGO truck transporting food was reported at Mile 6 Akum village, Menchum 
division in the NW.  

Protection continues to be a major concern as civilians continue to be arbitrarily arrested, assaulted, abducted for 
ransom and denied access to basic services. Civilians are accused by both parties to the crisis of supporting the 
other side. In November, NSAG attacks and military operations led to the displacement of over 1,000 persons in the 
NWSW.  

  

FUNDING 

 

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

 Food Security 

In November, 28 partners collectively assisted 245,677 people with emergency 
food, agriculture, and livelihood assistance. 89 per cent of beneficiaries received in-
kind assistance and 20 per cent received assistance through cash and voucher 
modalities.  

In the NW, WFP assisted 141,083 community members with food items. In the SW, 
31,238 received assistance. In Konye, in Meme division in the SW, only 5,681 
beneficiaries were assisted because of looting and food diversion. To respond to 
the recurrent incidents of looting and food diversion observed during the recent weeks, WFP temporarily stopped 
food distributions and re-engaged key stakeholders through a communication campaign. 

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), in collaboration with the regional delegation of agriculture in the SW, 
is evaluating 300 households who set up in October 2021 market gardening plots in four production basins (selected 
fertile areas). 70 tons of fertilizers, 700 sprayers, 700 hoes, 42kgs of improved seeds including 21kgs huckleberry 
and 21kgs tomatoes for market gardening were purchased to be distributed to beneficiaries.  

 

 245.6K  
People reached with 

emergency 
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assistance 

 

 

Cameroon 2021 NW-SW Crisis 

USD 153.2 million requested  

Funding by Sector (in million US$) 

USD 38.4 million funded as of 30 November 2021 

These figures reflect the contributions reported by humanitarian partners on the OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org). All 
humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform FTS of any cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org 
 

http://fts.unocha.org/
mailto:fts@un.org


CAMEROON: North-West and South-West, Situation Report No. 37 | 4 

 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

 Health 

The NWSW regional health delegations reported fewer cases of COVID-19 and fewer 
deaths in November, compared to October 2021. The positivity rate decreased from 
8 to 2 per cent in the SW and from 18 per cent to 7 per cent in the NW.  However, the 
case fatality rate for COVID-19 in the NW was at 6.3 per cent, higher than the 2 per 
cent national average.  

The cholera outbreak in the SW continued to spread. The Ekondo-Titi and Bakassi 
health districts have confirmed cases and reports of cases are under investigation in Mbonge. As of 25 November, 
there were 134 confirmed cases and 6 deaths, with a case fatality rate of 4.4 per cent and an attack rate of 7 cases 
per 1,000 people.  

The World Health Organisation (WHO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF) supported the regional health delegation to respond to the cholera outbreak. The WHO regional office 
deployed an incident manager, a data manager, two epidemiologists, a WASH expert, a risk communication officer, 
a community engagement expert and a logistician to support the response. A hardware kit containing material for the 
construction and running of cholera treatment centres and units was donated by WHO to the regional health 
delegation. Three boats have been purchased by WHO and will be handed over to the regional health delegation f 
to facilitate the transportation of health personnel and patients from Buea to Ekondo-Titi and Bakassi through the sea 
route and to scale up disease surveillance in the high risk health districts. UNICEF facilitated the training of 120 
community health workers and 20 community leaders on cholera prevention. UNICEF also donated posters and 
resources with messages on prevention, identification and reporting and treatment of cholera cases, including 
information on their activities, which includes referrals, supervision, and transportation. The WHO and UNICEF 
donated hardware kits for water tracking to support the response.  

UNICEF together with its partners, the regional health delegations, Strategic Humanitarian Services (SHUMAS), and 
Caritas Mamfe, provided lifesaving assistance to affected populations in seven health districts in the NW and three 
health districts in the SW. In the NW, a vaccination campaign against measles for children from six months to nine 
years took place in the Nwa health district. In addition, 10,483 children aged between 0 and 11 months old received 
missed routine vaccines. Through integrated community case management, 2,473 children were provided with anti-
malaria drugs, 2,229 children were treated for acute respiratory tract infections and 736 children received treatment 
for diarrhoea.   

 

 Nutrition 

Nutrition Cluster partners screened 22,173 children under five-years-oldfor 
malnutrition: 124 children were identified with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 
were referred for treatment, while 271 children were identified with moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM). They received nutrition counselling and are assisted through the 
WFP blanket food distribution.   

WFP implementing partners provided nutritious food to 11,759 beneficiaries of the 
blanket supplementary feeding program (BSFP), including 7,605 children aged between 6 to 23 months old and 
4,154 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) from vulnerable households. Additionally, 15,073 caregivers received 
key messages on optimal infants and children feeding practices, while 1,139 pregnant women received iron folate 
supplements to address micronutrient deficiencies. 

 

 Protection 

The protection environment remains volatile with an increased use of IED. In addition, 
armed confrontations between the different NSAGs factions on one hand and between 
NSAGs and Government security forces on the other hand have led to several 
casualties including injuries and loss of lives among the affected population.  

Protection monitoring partners recorded 493 protection incidents, including destruction 
and looting of property, personal threat to life, physical assault, killing, extortion, torture, 
inhuman treatment, abductions, forced disappearance, arbitrary arrest, injury and mutilation, and forced eviction. The 
protection risks associated to the incidents are family separation, loss of civil documentation, restriction of movement 

2.2K 
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screened for acute 

malnutrition 
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and illegal taxation. Women made up 66 per cent of victims, while men represented 31 per cent and children 3 per 
cent. 

Protection partners reached 252,638 people through protection monitoring activities: 1,812 of the most vulnerable 
cases received targeted protection assistance, including mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS), 
livelihoods assistance, cash assistance to cover basic needs, legal assistance, shelter/NFI kits, as well as medical 
assistance through referrals. Due to access challenges in insecure areas, many affected people are left without 
assistance. 

Community leaders reported the arrival of 55 new returnees from Nigeria in Wone and 21 in Banga-Bakundu in Meme 
division, and 114 in Manyu division. Difficult living conditions in host communities in Nigeria is one of the push factors 
for their return.  

 

  Child Protection Area of Responsibility (CP AoR)  

As mentioned in the humanitarian situation section, three attacks on education facilities 
affecting six children, two school principals and two teachers took place in November 
in the NWSW regions. 

CP AoR partners reached 37,774 people, including 21,443 female, with child protection 
interventions in all 13 divisions of the NWSW: 5,119 people received MHPSS services 
in psychosocial support units, child friendly and other safe spaces including 4,177 
children, of which 53 per cent are girls, and 942 adults, of which 69 per cent are women, including 15 persons with 
disabilities. Also, 221 unaccompanied and separated children were identified and supported with alternative care 
arrangements and case management services and 1,738 other vulnerable children were reached with case 
management services. Additionally, key messages on child protection, GBV and COVID-19 were provided to 28,885 
persons.  

Eight partner organizations and 99 community leaders were trained to strengthen the Prevention of Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA). Members of the AoR continue to strengthen the Accountability to Affected 
Populations (AAP) through the provision of complaints and feedback mechanisms. In November, 97 persons 
provided feedback and complaints to humanitarian actors and 225 persons shared information on how to access 
humanitarian assistance. 

Additionally, 150 partners were trained on the use of Child Protection in Emergencies (CPiE) and Gender-Based 
Violence in Emergencies (GBViE) lenses, and another 150 participants were trained on PSEA and AAP, including 
on Community Based Complaints Mechanisms. 

 

 Gender-Based Violence Area of Responsibility (GBV AoR)  

GBV partners reported 666 GBV cases to GBV specialized service providers, with 91 
per cent female and 27 per cent children. This represents a significant decrease since 
September, with 1,999 less cases. The cluster is currently examining the reasons for 
the decrease.  

Reported incidents include physical assault with 33 per cent, denial of resources or 
opportunities with 22 per cent, emotional abuse with 19 per cent, rape with 15 per cent, 
sexual assault with 6 per cent and forced marriage with 5 per cent. These cases include 56 per cent from the host 
community, 38 per cent are IDPs, and 5 per cent are returnees. GBV survivors received psychosocial support, child 
protection, health, legal, livelihood and shelter services. 

Overall, GBV partners reached 13,526 persons, including 9,617 in the NW and 3,909 in the SW, through legal and 
medical assistance, psychosocial support, risk mitigation, GBV awareness-raising, women empowerment, mental 
health and psychosocial support, livelihood activities for women and girl survivors of sexual exploitation and 
distribution of mama kits.3 

 

 
3 Mama kits include essential birth delivery items, baby products required after delivery, dignity kit for the mother and family planning information booklets.  
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 Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFI) 

Shelter and NFI Cluster partners assisted 11,230 individuals from 2,246 households 
with shelter/NFI kits.  

In the NW, the International Rescue Committee (IRC), Plan International, Green 
Partners Association (GPA) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) assisted 4,752 
individuals from 959 households with NFIs, 13 per cent of which was provided through 
e-vouchers by CRS. SHUMAS assisted 45 individuals with emergency shelter in Bamenda I and Bamenda III 
subdivisions. 

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) distributed NFI kits including blankets, mosquito nets, sleeping mats and 
kitchen items to 4,426 individuals from 500 households in Banga Bakundu in the Mbonge subdivision  in the SW. 
Plan International distributed emergency shelter kits to 2,007 individuals in the Konye, Kumba 3 and Mbonge 
subdivisions.  

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Eight WASH partners assisted 107,435 individuals, including 35 per cent of IDPs, 
namely Afrinet, Cameroon Baptist Convention Health Services (CBCHS), Global 
Community Rescue (GCR), IRC, Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Foundation 
(LUKMEF), NRC, SUDAHSER and SHUMAS. Partners reached 81,524 individuals 
with hygiene promotion and COVID-19 prevention activities, 17,284 individuals 
received WASH and dignity kits, 5,750 individuals befitted from latrine construction and 
maintenance, and 2,877 individuals benefitted from water supply. Very few community members benefited from an 
integrated WASH package due to limited number of partners and access constraints, which negatively impacts the 
resilience of the affected population.   

In response to the cholera outbreak in the SW, the Ministry of Public Health, with the support of UNICEF, trained 40 
community leaders and 120 community health workers on awareness raising on cholera to sensitize affected 
communities for a three-month period. Limited access to the affected area and the lack of WASH interventions to 
address sanitation and drinking water needs are driving factors for the spread of cholera in the region. 

 

  Humanitarian coordination  

OCHA continued to coordinate through regular inter-cluster coordination meetings, Access Working Group meetings, 
Civil-Military Coordination meetings, Information Management Working Group meetings and Humanitarian 
Coordination Forums including in the West and Littoral regions which host over 150,000 IDPs from the NWSW. 
OCHA and humanitarian partners continue to advocate with all parties to facilitate humanitarian access, protection 
of civilians and to provide life-saving assistance to the most affected people.  
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For further information, please contact:  
David Cibonga, Head of Office a.i., OCHA Cameroon, cibonga@un.org 
Ali Dawoud, Head of Buea Sub-Office, South-West region, OCHA Cameroon, abdelrahmana@un.org 
Ilham Moussa, Head of Bamenda Sub-Office, North-West region, OCHA Cameroon, moussa22@un.org 
Ariane Maixandeau, Public Information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, ariane.maixandeau@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int | www.humanitarianresponse.info 
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