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Latest developments 
• Daily artillery shelling continued. There was a reduction in the frequency of airstrikes compared to October. 

Some incidents occured in the vicinity of civilian areas and displacement settlements.  

• The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) reported that airstrikes and shelling killed 
12 civilians, including four civilian women and four children, and injured 31 civilians, including one civilian 
woman and 12 children. Improvised exlosive devices and unexploded ordnance injured at least six civilians, 
including one child. 

• Notable security incidents include airstrikes on 11 November affecting displacement camps in Bruma in 
northern Idleb and shelling on 19 November on a residential area in Afrin city. Humanitarian premises are 
located in Afrin and an NGO office was damaged. 

• The Humanitarian Needs Assessment Programme (HNAP) recorded 14,455 new displacements of people, 
of which 59 per cent have been displaced at least four times. The top reasons cited were access to livelihood 
opportunities, the availability of humanitarian assistance, the severe economic downturm and the 
deterioration of security.    

• Strong winds on 1 December affected at least 93 displacement sites across Idleb and northern Aleppo. 
Close to 1,500 tents were damaged, generating extensive needs for replacement tents, food parcels and 
non-food items (NFIs). Humanitarian partners are responding to the needs on the ground, distributing relief 
items.  

• 880 trucks of UN cross-border assistance were transshipped in November.  

• The Al-Dwisat Dam in west Idleb dried out for the first time in three decades. The water from Al-Dwisat was 
used to irrigate around 250 hectares of surrounding cultivation land, supporting up to 1,200 households of 
farmers, livestock breeders and fishers.  

Devaluation of Turkish Lira deepens economic crisis 
A significant devaluation of the Turkish Lira (TRY) has worsened the economic environment for people in north-west 
Syria. The TRY has lost over 40 per cent of its value against the US dollar in 2021, hitting its lowest level so far in 
mid-December. As the Turkish Lira is a commonly used currency in north-west Syria (NWS), the devaluation has 
harmful effects on the people and the humanitarian response. 

The economic crisis was already severely impacting Syrians.  

The economy has shrunk by more than half since the onset 
of hostilities in 2011 and the Syrian Pound has undergone 
a 70-fold depreciation since 2011. In Syria, 88 per cent of 
families say that they can’t afford to meet all their basic 
needs, with displaced people in camps being the most 
affected. Of the 4.4 million people living in north-west Syria, 
2.8 million are displaced.  

Before the devaluation, 97 per cent of people in the north-west 
were considered to be living in extreme poverty. The 
devaluation of the TRY has now led to significant price 
increases for everyday goods, many of which are imported 
from Turkey, including vegetables, flour, sugar and fuel. The 
price of clothing increased by 40 per cent.  

Food prices are already 15 per cent higher than six months ago, and 128 per cent higher compared to the same time 
last year. For private bakeries, the 2.50 TRY that would buy 700 grams of bread in September now buys 450 gr in 
mid-November. At the beginning of December, private bakeries sold 500 gr at 3.5 TRY, while public bakeries sold 
600 gr for 2.5 TRY. Even subsidized bread can be unaffordable. 

Most salaries are paid in TRY without being adjusted to any currency fluctuations. The average daily salary ranges 
from 20 to 30 TYR, which is not enough to cover basic needs. A rapid increase in the numbers of “working poor” can 

12 year-old Ahmad goes every morning to an 

olive field near his camp in Kherbet Eljoz in 

northern Idleb, along with her 13 year-old sister 

Fatima. The siblings are not the only ones. After 

the field owners finish harvesting olives for the 

season, young children go to the fields to collect 

the remaining olives on the trees or the ones 

which fell to the ground. Then they rush to the 

markets to sell whatever they could pick for half 

of their value. Ahmad and Fatima had to leave 

school and work because their father was not 

able to afford their daily needs, especially bread. 
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be observed all through Syria. The average gap between household income and expenses is at around 50 per cent 
- up by over double from the past year. People have few options than to resort to negative coping mechanisms, like 

borrowing money, the selling of productive household assets, child labor, or selecting less expensive or preferable 
food - all of which increase protection needs and/or reduce households’ capacity for self-sustenance in the future. 

The high volatility of the TRY/USD exchange rate is also effecting humanitarian cash/voucher programmes. Such 
money-based responses have become more important over the past few years. Shelter and Non-Food-Item partners 
changed from 25 per cent cash delivery for 2019/2020 to about 44 per cent cash delivery for the winter response in 
2021/2022. In October, humanitarian partners distributed cash worth a total of US$4.18 million, benefiting around 
191,000 people. The rapidly fluctuating exchange rate now means that the value of cash/voucher assistance 
changes daily. This leads to perception of unequal treatment and community tensions, and less money to buy 
essential goods. 

Communities affected by winter storms 
The rise in prices of fuel and clothing poses important challenges for people during winter. During the cold months, 
properly insulated shelters and having an uninterrupted heating source are critical to mitigate the risk of hypothermia, 
especially for children and the elderly. For that, access to fuel and safe heating materials is essential.  

The price of fuel has significantly risen in north-west Syria. The price for diesel has increased by 19 per cent and 
petrol by 36 per cent over the last six months. People are resorting to burning any material that they can find for 
heating, which sometimes include unsafe material producing toxic fumes upon burning, such as plastic bags. The 
inhalation of these harmful substances affect the health of households. A health center in Idleb announced that it 
receives each month about 40 children who developed pneumonia due to this practice of burning toxic materials, 
with children needing regular nebulization.  

Without heating, households across north-west Syria are 
exposed to winter-related illnesses, such as respiratory 
infections, in a context where the COVID-19 response is 
already straining the health system.  

Heavy rains and inadequate infrastructure make displacement 
camps vulnerable to floods. Three quarters of the sites do not 
have rainwater drainage. More than half a million people live in 
sites which flooded last year. In December alone, heavy rains 
resulted in partial or total destruction of more than150 tents in 
one day, affecting almost 1,000 people.  

This winter will be even more difficult for communities across 
the north-west due to a decrease in available funding for the 
humanitarian response. 

Winter plans aim to respond to 2.2 million people in need, 
providing fuel, stoves, plastic sheets to add to tents, thermal 
blankets and winter clothing, among others. Humanitarian 

partners on the ground started to implement activities and the efforts are ongoing. Out of $84 million required for 
winterization support in the north-west Syria, there is approximately a $44 million gap in resources to address winter 
needs. 

This year, some of the funds dedicated to essential winterization assistance will be late and due to that, a lot of the 
implementation is expected to take place no earlier than February or March next year, which means that even those 
who will benefit from the assistance will have to spend some of the coldest months without warmth. 

 

Lack of jobs and livelihoods adding to poverty 

Osama, a 38-year old father of five, has been 
living in a camp in Dana for six years, after 
being displaced from Hama. Osama is a 
construction worker and earns 20 TRY daily, 
leaving him struggling to make ends meet, 
especially for bread and heating materials. Last 
year, Osama and his family received about 30 
bags of coal from a distribution. They were able 
to use their stove for heating, cooking and 
heating water for baths. This year, there hasn’t 
been a distribution for heating materials. Osama 
was able to save five bags of coal from last year 
but it is not enough even for one month. He 
goes to shops to ask for cardboard and plastic 
bags to burn for heating but he cannot find 
enough. Winter has only begun and the colder 
months are ahead. 

 

. 

 



SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC  
Developments in north-west Syria and Ras Al Ain – Tell Abiad                   
Situation Report No. 33 – November 2021 

 

 

Page 3 of 4 

 

People across the region report lack of work opportunities and not having the skills required in the labour market as 
reason for not finding employment. Some people became unable to work due to disabilities caused by the conflict. 
All results in an increased dependency on humanitarian aid. 

Displacement is another driver of humanitarian needs. The longer a household remains in displacement, the more 
likely that their resilience to economic schocks is eroded. 79 per cent and 80 per cent of the displaced households 
in Idleb and northern Aleppo respectively have been in displacement for at least three years; almost half of the 
displaced populations in both regions have been displaced at least four times.  

The poor state of basic infrastructure and poor conditions of roads, often worse during winter, are also contributing 
to the inability to resume economic activities, which furher increases poverty. Unregulated and informal labour 
markets are vulnerable to economic fluctuations.  

Interventions aiming at economic recovery, creating income sources by skills trainings, job creation, and support to 
the establishment of new businesses provide dignified resilience solutions for people. These efforts are also 
contributing to the local recovery of the economy, with a long-term positive impact on communities.  

Humanitarian partners in the north-west are focusing on cash-for-work schemes linked to rehabilitation works, local 
manufacturing of essential items, agricultural production, improving access to basic services, infrastructure repair 
such as irrigation systems, access to markets, and support to business and entrepreneurial activities.  

These included in 2021: 

• 404 communities benefited from repair and rehabilitation activities 

• Maintenance of 270 water systems 

• Short-term work opportunities for 7,800 people and entrepreneurship support for 1,000 people  

• Rehabilitation of flood prevention drainage systems, 70 km of road, six health facilities and 95 schools  

• Food security and livelihood activities for 400,000 people 

• In displacement sites, 319,000 people benefited from rehabilitation of the infrastructure, including 
graveling, tent leveling and rain drainage system connections  

Responding to the growing needs, the Syrian Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF),  a multi-donor pooled fund 
managed locally by the UN, announced in November a $20 million allocation to support the resilience of affected 
communities and early recovery. 

Despite COVID cases decreasing, pandemic causing greater hardship  
There has been a sharp decrease in new COVID-19 cases, hospital admissions, and occupancy of beds in intensive 
care units (ICUs) and community-based treatment centres (CCTC). Positivity rates fell from around 45 per cent in 
mid-November to around 15 per cent at the end of the month. 3,806 new cases were confirmed in November 
compared to 14,968 cases confirmed in October. The Omicron COVID-19 variant has not been detected in north-
west Syria yet.  

Mitigation measures like curfews and lockdowns are still restricting people’s access to markets. 300,000 jobs are 
estimated to have been lost across Syria, according to Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021. In June 2020, 29 per 
cent of the households reported COVID-19 as a barrier to employment. Six months later, in January 2021, this figure 
fell to 17 per cent, suggesting that earning an income increasingly took precedent over exposure to the virus. 

Due to the mitigation measures, children remained out of school for most of the 2020 – 2021 academic year. COVID-
19, along with the economic situation, resulted in high levels of drop out. More than 1 million out of  1.7 million school 
aged children are out of school in the north-west, compared to the 580,000 in 2019. Children who do not continue 
their education are more exposed to protection risks, including child labour and child marriage. 

Containment of the spread is especially difficult in displacement sites, which experience chronic overcrowding. 83 
per cent of IDPs living in camps are living in overcrowded conditions. This is exacerbated in winter months, when 
people spend the day inside tents or, after heavy rainfall or high winds, are forced to stay with relatives.  

The pandemic and mitigation measures, coupled with the ongoing conflict and the economic downturn and the loss 
of income, not only deteriorate the resilience of communities but also confine household to restrictive spaces for 
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www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima 

extended periods, fueling already stressful conditions. The link between the pandemic, the economic crisis, 
unemployment, and the increase of violence towards women and girls became visible as women increasingly 
reported that they were subjected to various forms of violence due to the frustration related to economic hardships 
felt by men in 2021. 

Countering gender-based violence 
25 November marked the beginning of the 16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence campaign. In Syria, 
the impact of the long-running crisis, COVID-19 related lockdowns and economic deterioration have resulted in 
increased reports of physical, psychological, and sexual violence committed against women and girls, including 
intimate partner violence and family violence. 

Vulnerable groups, such as adolescent girls (including 
early married girls and child mothers), unaccompanied and 
separated children, women and girls with disabilities, 
widowed or separated/divorced women and girls, older 
women, female head of households and marginalized 
groups comprise over 90 per cent of caseloads. One 
example is the linkage between early marriage, the 
economic downturn and insecurity caused by the conflict. 
Marrying girls at an early age is a method of reducing the 
household expenses and financial hardship is cited as the 
key reason for child marriages in 72 per cent of the 
communities across Syria. Another driver is protection 
from sexual violence that marriages are considered to 
provide. 

In Idleb, 90 per cent of the communities reported that 
marriages of girls between the ages of 12 – 17 are either common or very common occurrences. Surveyed 
populations also confirmed that girls are sometimes forced to marry before reaching puberty, inducing it through 
hormonal treatment. Child marriages deprive children of pursuing their education, exposes girls to health risks and 
further increases the risks of other forms of GBV. 

Humanitarian organizations are providing counselling, prevention and response activities through identification and 
referrals and case management, including cash assistance, one-off unconditional individual protection assistance, 
support to protective environment through structured investment at the community level to challenge harmful 
behaviours and negative social norms, and capacity building to local organisations. However, specific challenges 
exist for persons at risk or survivors. Distance to the location of services is reported to be a major obstacle, especially 
for those with disabilities, older women and divorced or widowed women. Transportation costs and insecure 
environments prevent women and girls from accessing services, as well as restrictive social norms which frown upon 
women and girls leaving their homes without a male relative.  

COVID-19 mitigation measures and repeated lockdowns also resulted in reduced in-person service provision and 
temporary closures. With the aim of enhancing safe and ethical data management, allowing analysis of reliable inter-
agency data related to reported incidents and supporting enhanced coordination, programming and activity, the roll 
out of the Gender-based Violence Information Management System (GBV IMS) has been initiated in the north-west 
Syria with six specialized organisations. 

 

 

 

Sanjana Quazi, Head of Office 

quazi@un.org  

“The only thing worse than our poverty was the man 
I lived with. Every day he cursed and beat me. My 
family tells me to leave him – but how can I leave 
my children? I’m 16 years old and have two 
daughters left. One day I had to take my two-year 
old to the health centre because she was not 
walking properly. Waiting our turn, I was invited by a 
staff member there to attend a group talk. The 
woman made me feel very safe. We have put 
together a safety plan to help me mitigate the risk of 
violence at home. She told me about a safe space 
in the area where i started to go and where I am 
learning different skills.”                                     
Lama’s story – Idleb, Syria (Name changed. 
Source: United Nations Population Fund).    
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