
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 

 
Years of crisis and civil war in Afghanistan have led 

to many people fleeing their homes and being 

displaced inside or outside the country. Displaced 

populations face many challenges, including access 

to adequate housing or security of tenure.  

In November 2020, the Norwegian Refugee 

Council’s (NRC) Information, Counselling and Legal 

Assistance (ICLA) team conducted an assessment in 

Kandahar province to evaluate displacement-

affected people’s access to housing and their ability 

to pay rent, especially considering the secondary 

effects of COVID-19.  

Methodology 
 

The assessment was conducted from 22 to 29 

November in Kandahar province. It was done 

through individual interviews with 344 head of 

households of displacement-affected families in PD 

2, 5, 8, 8, 9, and 15 of Kandahar City, and Spin 

Boldak District. Of those surveyed, 88% (303 

individuals) were internally displaced persons 

(IDPs), 10% (35 individuals) were refugee-returnees 

and 2% (6 individuals) were host community 

members. Women made up 57% of the total 

respondents.   

The NRC team conducted face-to-face interviews 

The NRC team coordinated with community leaders 

to select interviewees amongst those living in 

Kandahar City and Spin Boldak District.  
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Main findings 
 

The assessment indicated that 99% of respondents 

live in a rental house. However, only 16% of 

respondents have a written lease agreement with their 

landlord. The remaining respondents overwhelmingly 

have a verbal agreement with the house owner.  

 

Further, 95% of respondents have received threats of 

eviction from their landlord since the outbreak of 

COVID-19 because they had not been able to fully pay 

their rent or pay it on time. In addition, 5% of 

respondents said they had not received an eviction 

notice period. 
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The average cost of rent for respondents 

interviewed in Kandahar City and Spin Boldak City 

was AFN 3,500 ($45 USD) per month; with rent 

ranging from 1000 ($12.80 USD) to 8000 AFN 

($102.30 USD) per month. 

The assessment demonstrates how significantly the 

COVID-19 pandemic has affected peoples’ lives, 

particularly IDPs and returnees, as most were 

labourers and had lost their daily livelihood or 

income. This exposed people to threats of eviction 

due to being unable to pay their rent fully and on 

time. Given the high amount of respondents, 99%, 

living in rental properties, and the majority living 

without a written agreement, it is likely that HLP 

disputes will arise in the future, including that a 

considerable amount of displaced people would 

face evictions should they fail to pay rent. 

 

In addition, the main need expressed by the 

respondents was cash for rent, with 339 

respondents (99%) stating that they required this 

assistance to pay for their rent because they could 

not afford it.  

Other concerns outlined by respondents included 

inadequate and unsafe rental housing, as well as 

food and other essential needs, such as clothes, 

blankets and hygiene kits. 

 

 

 

Contact:  

               Thomas Corcoran, Head of Programme, thomas.corcoran@nrc.no    

               Rebecca Leabeater, ICLA Specialist, rebecca.leabeater@nrc.no 
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NRC recommendations: 

 Awareness raising for both landlords 

and the tenants on their rights and 

responsibilities, including the 

importance of having a written 

agreement. 

 Counselling and legal assistance on 

legal and civil documentation and HLP 

issues for displacement-affected 

populations, especially those facing 

eviction. 

 Advocacy regarding forced evictions, 

targeting community and religious 

leaders, Shura and Jirga members and 

landowners, as well as provincial 

government departments and the 

Protection Cluster. 

 Cash for rent to support vulnerable 

displacement-affected people who 

cannot afford to pay their rent. 

 Further HLP monitoring to be conducted 

to gain a more comprehensive 

understanding of security of tenure in 

displacement-affected communities. 
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