
El Niño outlook 

The probability of El Niño is about 50-55% for October-November, and increases to 65-70% during the end of 2018 
and beginning of 2019 . The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) recently confirmed that there is a 70 per 
cent chance of an El Niño developing by the fourth quarter of 2018 through early 2019.

A climate phenomenon known as the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) influences weather patterns in tropical 
regions, more so than in the temperate regions. ENSO is the greatest source of inter–annual climate variability.

The impact of El Niño will start before ENSO reaches peak values and will continue after the ENSO has returned to 
neutral conditions.

IASC Reference Group for Risk, Early Warning and Preparedness triggers SOPs

In March 2018, the IASC Principals endorsed Inter-Agency Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for Early Action 
to ENSO Episodes. The ENSO SOPs are intended to help catalyze and guide earlier humanitarian and development 
action to ENSO-related extreme weather events. They outline what actions need to be taken, by whom and by when, 
once there are warning signs of a possible or impending ENSO episode, to mitigate or prevent its impacts. They are 
focused on action to be taken before impacts are felt. 

In September 2018, FAO and OCHA, under the auspices of the IASC Reference Group for Risk, Early Warning and 
Preparedness, activated the ENSO SOPs to be able to respond early to warning signs and mitigate negative impacts 
of ENSO-related extreme weather impacts.

As a reminder, although there were warning signs of the 2015/16 El Niño in 2014 and the episode officially began in 
May 2015, in many cases action geared up only in October/November 2015, after impacts were already being felt. 
This resulted in a global emergency which severely affected over 60 million people worldwide, causing 23 countries 
to appeal for international humanitarian assistance totaling US$5 billion.
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Potential impacts on Ethiopia

The most likely scenario according to the current forecasts is a weak El Niño.

According to WMO, predicted climate anomalies for October-November are as follows: Above-normal surface 
temperature is forecast for Africa. Above-normal precipitation is likely in parts of southeast equatorial Africa.

According to FEWS NET, based on an ongoing Sea Surface Temperature evolution both over Equatorial Trop-
ical Pacific (ENSO Region) and Indian (IOD) Oceans, El Niño -like events are likely to positively impact short 
rains (October-December 2018) over southern Ethiopia. There is chance for unseasonal rains over parts of 
Ethiopia, where October-December is generally considered as Bega (dry) season.

Early forecasts for the belg 2019 season indicate that:

• Cumulative rainfall in southeastern Ethiopia during the gu/genna/long rains (March to May 2019) is likely 
to be average; however, below-average rainfall is likely in localized areas of Ethiopia’s southern Somali 
Region.

• Cumulative rainfall during Ethiopia’s belg season (February to May 2019) is likely to be above average in 
central areas of the country and average elsewhere.

• Cumulative rainfall during the diraac/sugum season (March to May 2019) in northern pastoral areas of 
Ethiopia is likely to be above average.
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 El Niño Preparedness in Ethiopia 

• Starting in 2015, the EHCT issued a number of Early Warning products on the likely impact of El Niño.
• In 2016, the humanitarian community conducted a lessons learned exercise on the El Niño response.
• Early 2018, partners established an informal group which meets once a month to coordinate approaches 

and support to the Government on early warning.
• The Government has recently established an Early Warning Technical Committee which is now meeting 

regularly.
• UNOCHA is monitoring Early Warning information on the possible El Niño and will keep EHCT members 

and donors informed.
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