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This report is issued by the UN RCHCO with inputs from its UN Field Coordination Offices and other partners 

and sources. The report covers August 2012. The next report will be issued the first week of October 2012. 

CONTEXT 

Political update 

In a positive development the three major parties Unified Communist Party of Nepal – Maoist 
(UCPN-M), Communist Party of Nepal - Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) and Nepali Congress 
(NC) agreed to resume talks setting a deadline of 16 September to settle differences on 
fundamentals of the constitution, including on state restructuring. In principle, and pending 
agreement on core issues, the parties agreed to revive the Constituent Assembly (CA), or hold 
fresh CA elections by forming a national unity government if consensus efforts failed. A 
referendum could settle undecided issues.  

Another positive step was the meeting of the Special Committee for Supervision, Rehabilitation 
and Integration of Maoist combatants after a four month hiatus, where it was agreed to adopt a 
more ‘flexible’ selection and integration process, set to resume from 6 September. The process 
had stalled in early July over disputes on Maoist Army combatants’ age and qualifications. The 
Special Committee on 27 August decided that the service period of Maoist Army combatants 
would be counted from the day they turned 18 and to recognize the age in their citizenship 
certificate for integration.  

The announcement of a UCPN-M led Federal Democratic Republican Alliance (FDRA) on 15 
August drew criticism from the opposition (NC and UML) who expressed concern that it could 
further polarize Nepalese politics. The FDRA, comprising nearly two dozen parties, is an alliance 
of pro-identity federal forces.  

National and international rights groups1 objected strongly to the Government‘s decision to forward 
an ordinance for the formation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Commission 
on Enforced Disappearances to President Ram Baran Yadav for approval. They expressed 
concern that the ordinance could undermine access to justice for victims and potentially further 
institutionalise impunity and emphasized that it should comply with international human rights 
standards and best practices.  

Operational space 

The month of August witnessed a minor increase in operational space issues for Basic Operating 
Guidelines (BOGs) signatories throughout the country, in comparison to July. In some instances 
vehicle movement was not allowed by bandh enforcers, while in others development and 
humanitarian actors imposed self-restriction on their movement. Similar to reports in the July 
Update2, some BOGs signatories in Bajhang, Baitadi and Dadeldhura districts received donation 
requests by a political party, though no direct intimidation was reported. 

The majority of bandhs were imposed by student or youth wings affiliated to the opposition parties, 
particularly the CPN-UML. On 7 and 8 August, the Youth Association Nepal (YAN – affiliated to the 
CPN-UML) imposed a bandh3  in the Far Western Region (FWR), Western Region (WR) and 
Central Region (CR) demanding the resignation of the Prime Minister. While in the CR and WR 

                                                 
1
  For instance, the Transitional Justice Advocacy Group , National Network of Families of Disappeared and Missing 
Nepal, the National Human Rights Commission , the UN and diplomatic missions of Australia, Denmark, the European 
Union, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, Norway, the Netherlands, Switzerland, the UK and USA. 

2
  See RCHCO’s Monthly Update of July 2012; Operational space http://www.un.org.np/headlines/nepal-monthly-update-
covering-period-1-31-july. 

3
  The bandh was imposed from 06:00 to 10:00 hours. 

http://www.un.org.np/headlines/nepal-monthly-update-covering-period-1-31-july
http://www.un.org.np/headlines/nepal-monthly-update-covering-period-1-31-july
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different bandhs4 were called on 9 and 16 - 17 August to protest the use of force by police5 against 
YAN cadres demonstrating during the visits of the Education Minister and Prime Minister to Palpa 
and Chitwan districts, respectively. Nepali Congress’s (NC) student and youth wings, Nepal 
Student Union and Tarun Dal, imposed a bandh on 21 August in Dang district, demanding revision 
of the Supreme Court decision that charged NC leader Khum Bahadur Khadka with corruption6. 
Markets, industries and educational institutions remained closed and movement of UN, blue-plate 
vehicles, development and humanitarian actors, and public and private vehicles was restricted.  

The nation-wide public transportation strike imposed jointly by the National Federation of Nepalese 
Transport Entrepreneurs and Transport Workers Association on 10 and 11 August, to pressurize 
the government to fulfil their 15-point-demands7, caused some restrictions on the movements of 
BOGs signatories. While UN, blue-plate and private vehicles were generally allowed to operate, 
some development and humanitarian actors imposed self-restriction on their movement. In the 
Eastern Region over a dozen public vehicles were reported vandalized. The bandh was called off 
on 12 August following an agreement reached with the Government8. 

Continuing tensions between Maoist parties’ affiliated student unions  

As highlighted in the July Update, tensions and competition between the student unions of the 
UCPN-M and Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (CPN-M) continue. On 1 August another clash 
occurred at the Khalanga Multiple campus in Rukum district between the All Nepal National 
Independent Student Union (ANNISU – UCPN-M affiliated) and the All Nepal National 
Independent Student Union – Revolutionary (ANNISU-R – CPN-M affiliated) regarding the 
formation of a student committee at the Campus. About a dozen students were reported injured. 
Following the incident, the police arrested 20 students, including the district chairperson of 
ANNISU, of whom 12 were released the next day. ANNISU-R padlocked the campus on 2 and 3 
August demanding action against those responsible for the attack on their students. Campus 
lecturers are demanding to immediately resume negotiations between the two student unions and 
end disruption of classes as it violates students’ right to education. 

Protests, threats and violence against higher secondary schools continues  

As noted in last month’s Update, all private higher secondary schools in the country were closed 
on 22 and 23 July due to nationwide protests by ANNISU-R. A few days prior to the closure, the 
student wing had vandalized school buildings and set two school busses on fire. They demand 
that foreign names of education institutions be replaced by Nepali names and criticize schools’ 
non-compliance with the national curriculum and tuition fees that are unaffordable for students 
from poor and marginalized communities. Again on 8 August, the student wing vandalized a higher 
secondary school bus9 in Nepalgunj of Banke district allegedly in protest of the school’s high 
tuition fees10. However, a press statement issued by the school claimed that disagreement about 
the expansion of ANNISU-R’s student union in the school was the main reason behind the attack. 
The incident is another violation of the May 2011 Government directive that declared all schools 
(including school busses) “Zones of Peace” to ensure that schools remain a safe haven for 

                                                 
4
 Ibid. 

5
  Police reportedly baton charged students while they were showing black flags to the Ministers: see also 
http://www.ekantipur.com/2012/08/09/national/black-flags-greet-education-minister-sharma-in-tansen/358485.html. 

6
  See also: http://www.nepalnews.com/home/index.php/news/1/20732-sc-slaps-nc-leader-khadka-18-months-jail-
sentence-rs-95-m-penalty-for-corruption.html. 

7
  Their demands included the formation of a separate transportation ministry, the recognition of transportation business 
as an industry, curtailing the rights of traffic police, scrapping the decision to provide commission to traffic police 
personnel from the penalties collected from traffic rule violators and the development of new insurance policies in the 
transportation sector. 

8
  The government and the agitating transport entrepreneurs and workers agreed to form a task force comprising 
representatives from both sides to study their demands to annul a provision, which allowed traffic police to fine 
motorists up to Rs 1,000. The government agreed to address the other 14 demands included in the list. Please also 
refer to: http://myrepublica.com/portal/index.php/twb/printable_news.php?action=news_details&news_id=39627. 

9
  Jaya Bageshwory Higher Secondary School. 

10  
Interview of human right organizations with the district member of the ANNISU-R, 8-9 August 2012. 

EMERGING ISSUES AFFECTING PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 

http://www.ekantipur.com/2012/08/09/national/black-flags-greet-education-minister-sharma-in-tansen/358485.html
http://www.nepalnews.com/home/index.php/news/1/20732-sc-slaps-nc-leader-khadka-18-months-jail-sentence-rs-95-m-penalty-for-corruption.html
http://www.nepalnews.com/home/index.php/news/1/20732-sc-slaps-nc-leader-khadka-18-months-jail-sentence-rs-95-m-penalty-for-corruption.html
http://myrepublica.com/portal/index.php/twb/printable_news.php?action=news_details&news_id=39627
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children and that teaching and learning are unhindered in an atmosphere free of violence and 
interference. Private and Boarding School Organization Nepal (PABSON), Higher Secondary 
School Association Nepal (HISAN) and various human right organizations11 have condemned the 
act.   

United Limbuwan Autonomous State Council (ULASC) imposes ban on export of natural 

resources 

The Federal Democratic National Party12 affiliated United Limbuwan Autonomous State Council 
(ULASC)13, from 12 August onward, imposed a ban on export of all natural resources, such as 
stones, sand and forest products, from the Chure area 14  of Morang district without prior 
consultation and consent from local indigenous people, citing implementation of ILO 16915. The 
Council intends to impose this ban across all nine districts east of the Arun River16. ULASC cadres 
on 21 August reportedly vandalized several tractors in Tadi VDC of Morang district for defying the 
ban. In response, the Tractor Entrepreneurs’ Association obstructed vehicle movement at 
Mangalbare section of the East - West highway, but withdrew their protest programme following 
assurance by local police that they would take action against the perpetuators. Meanwhile, police 
have arrested some cadres of ULASC. No further incidents have been reported.  

Monsoon impact  

The monsoon had a moderate impact on life and property across the country during August. 
According to the National Emergency Operation Centre (NEOC), a total of 44 people died owing to 
disasters, particularly landslides and epidemics, and 37 houses were completely destroyed and 78 
partially damaged.   

In the Mid Western Region and Far Western Region the monsoonal rains claimed 14 lives, 
damaged a large number of properties and frequently obstructed road access17 to both the Hill and 
Tarai districts in the first week of August. Recurring flash floods in the Rapti River claimed the lives 
of four people including an Armed Police Force member involved in search and rescue activities. 
Similarly in Banke, nine houses were damaged and an estimated 223 families were temporarily 
displaced due to the flood. On 3 August, a mudslide triggered by heavy rain in Manang district 
affected 60 families and a flash flood in Kapilvastu partially inundated 12 VDCs affecting 250 
households. A few instances of localized landslides were observed in Bhojpur and 
Sankhuwasabha districts damaging three school buildings. Similarly, the flooded irrigation canal 
(Chandra Nahar) in Saptari district affected 12 families and partially damaged about 100 Bigha of 
paddy fields. The District Disaster Relief Committee (DDRC) in coordination with humanitarian 
partners, including Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS), responded to these localized disasters. 
Security forces in coordination with NRCS volunteers and local people were involved in the flood 
response in many flood affected districts. More than a dozen stranded people in Dang, 31 in 
Banke and two injured persons in Manang districts were rescued by a Nepal Army helicopter. The 
DDRC and NRCS responded to the local needs of the affected families in the districts. The NRCS 
provided non-food items (NFIs) and the DDRC has provided relief to the affected families.  

 

Effects on rice crops 

                                                 
11

  Advocacy Forum, HimRights, CELERD and INSEC. 
12

  The Federal Democratic National Party is led by Dilli Mibhak (Tendhang). 
13

  The ULASC is led by Kamal Chharahang (Athpahariya) as chairperson.  
14

  Hilly area in the Northern highland parts of the Tarai which stretches east west following a belt of merely 15-20 km in 
width, forming the north boundary of plains of Tarai and southern boundary of Middle-hill Mountains. The area is the 
prime source of sediments, which leads to the rise of riverbed level further aggravating the flooding and inundation 
problems in the plains. It is also rich in a thick sub-tropical forest resource.  

15
  ILO Convention 169: http://pro169.org/?page_id=9 and http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C169.  

16
  Press statement issued by acting Chairperson of the ULASC on 26 August. 

17
  Road obstructions compelled the humanitarian and development partners to cancel and/or postpone their movements 
throughout the month. 

HUMANITARIAN UPDATE  

http://pro169.org/?page_id=9
http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C169
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Though the immediate needs of the affected people were met by local resources, the erratic 
monsoonal rain has had a negative impact on rice planting in some of the Tarai districts. As per 
WFP field based information, only 40% of arable land was planted with rice in Siraha and Saptari 
districts due to the low rainfall this year. However, middle Hill districts, as well as Jhapa, Morang 
and Sunsari districts managed 80-90% of rice plantation. Moreover the planted rice seedlings did 
not grow well due to the lack of adequate water indicating a reduced harvest by the end of this 
crop cycle.   

Viral fever outbreak 

During August, a viral fever outbreak was observed across the country. Local health posts in 
Banke district were crowded with patients complaining of severe headache and sore throats. The 
number of patients exceeded 200 a day. In Dailekh, six deaths were reported since the start of the 
viral fever on 26 August. According to the District Public Health Office (DPHO), a Rapid Response 
Team (RRT) was mobilized to provide additional medicines to the health posts. Similarly, the 
number of viral fever patients in Palpa, Syangja and Nawalparasi districts reportedly increased. 
The cause of the viral fever was the seasonal Influenza virus. DPHOs from all affected districts 
informed that various awareness campaigns are underway, in order to control the transmission of 
the virus. Other viral fever cases, including typhoid, also increased across the Far Western 
Region. 70-80 percent of the outpatients in the Seti, Kailali and Mahakali Zonal Hospitals, are said 
to be the fever cases. According to DHOs and Medical Officers, the situation is under control in all 
districts; however they are on high alert to prevent any future epidemic outbursts.  

Regional Workshops on Disaster Preparedness and Response Planning 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) together with the Regional Administration Office organized 
two of the five regional workshops on Disaster Preparedness and Response Planning in 
Dhangadhi and Surkhet in August. The workshop was attended by the heads of regional level 
Government offices, UN agencies, District Lead Support Agencies, NRCS and other humanitarian 
agencies. The workshop mainly targeted the heads of the regional authorities and other 
humanitarian partners and emphasized the role of the Regional Disaster Relief Committee 
(RDRC) to maintain effective linkages between the central and the district level mechanisms. The 
main delivery and discussions concentrated around the need to ensure mainstreaming of the DRR 
into the development process.  

Summit on Earthquake Safety 

“Students’ Summit on Earthquake Safety (SSES-2012)” was organized by the Department of 
Education in overall coordination with National Strategy for Earthquake Technology (NSET) in 
association with UNICEF, Red Cross partners and other INGOs. A total of 150 students and 
teachers from across 20 districts of Nepal participated in the summit. In addition, 13 Japanese 
High School students and two teachers also participated in the SSES summit. The summit was 
organized from 24-26 August 2012 at Gaidakot, Nawalparasi district.  

The objective of the Summit was to improve disaster safety in schools and communities through 
hazard awareness; improved disaster management skills among school children, teachers and 
parents; and by establishing proper disaster preparedness and response systems. In addition, the 
summit was organised to enhance the disaster management capacity of implementing 
organizations through building capacity of the Junior Red Cross in schools, the sub chapters and 
district chapters for better response and to institutionalise disaster safety concepts into the public 
education system. 

 

The RCHCO IMU produced a number of mapping products, some of which are listed below and 
also available on the Nepal Information Platform: http://www.un.org.np/resources/maps. 

Nepal: Report of Security Incident, 1-31 August 2012 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/nepal-report-security-incident-1-31-august-2012  
 

RECENT MAPS AVAILABLE 

http://www.un.org.np/resources/maps
http://www.un.org.np/maps/nepal-report-security-incident-1-31-august-2012
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Nepal: Report of Bandhs/ Strike 1-31 August 2012 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/nepal-reports-bandhs-strike-1-31-august-2012  
 

Some of the recent reports available on UN Nepal Information Platform are listed below. 

RCHCO Field Bulletin: Cause of Landlessness in Kanchanpur and Dadeldhura Districts, Issue 45 
http://www.un.org.np/headlines/rchco-field-bulletin-45 

Fifth Consolidated Annual Progress Report on Activities Implemented under the United Nations 
Peace Fund for Nepal 

http://www.un.org.np/reports/fifth-consolidated-annual-progress  

Confronting shadow education: what government policies for what private tutoring in Nepali 
http://www.un.org.np/reports/confronting-shadow-education  
 
RCHCO Field Bulletin: Migration patterns in the Central Tarai: Has an equilibrium been disrupted? 
Issue 44  
http://www.un.org.np/headlines/rchco-field-bulletin-44  
 

CONTACT 
 

United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office 

UN House, Pulchowk, Kathmandu, Nepal (GPO Box 107) 

Phone: +977 1 5523200 Ext. 1518 | Fax: +977 1 5523991 | Email: rchco.nepal@one.un.org 

Visit the UN Nepal Information Platform at www.un.org.np 

 

 

 

RECENT REPORTS AVAILABLE 

Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from media, UN, NGO and other development and 

humanitarian partners, subject to availability of data. Although the RCHCO aims to confirm reports independently, 

occasional factual inaccuracies can occur.  
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