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Introduction and background: 

Next to drought, flood is one of the major natural hazards in Ethiopia which causes significant damages 
to peoples’ lives and livelihoods. The objective of this flood alert is twofold, (1) to create community 
awareness about the risk of floods and its impact on lives and livelihoods, and (2) to alert responsible 
Government bodies, operational partners and communities to take the necessary preventive and mitigation 
measures. This alert message was prepared based on the recently disseminated belg/gu weather outlook 
by National Metrological Agency (NMA) and it will cover the period from April to May 2020.  

In most cases floods occur in the country as a result of prolonged heavy rainfall causing rivers to overflow 
and inundate areas along the river banks in lowland plains. The major river flood-prone areas are parts of 
Oromia and Afar regions lying along the upper, middle and down-stream plains of the Awash River; parts 
of Somali region along the Wabe Shebelle, Genale and Dawa Rivers; low-lying areas of Gambella along 
the Baro, Gilo, Alwero and Akobo Rivers; down-stream areas along the Omo and Bilate Rivers in SNNPR 
and the extensive floodplains surrounding Lake Tana and the banks of Gumera, Rib and Megech Rivers 
in Amhara.  

The following areas reported flood incidences in the past few weeks: on 24 April, flash floods killed four 
persons and damaged 53 houses (fully) and 212 houses (partially) in Dire Dawa; on 25 April, river 
overflow damaged social infrastructure and affected livestock in Jinka town, SNNP; and on 25/26 April, 
flash floods affected 34,507 households and displaced 15,195 households in Erer, Sitti, Nogob and Korahe 
zones, Somali region.  

According to NMA weather outlook, belg/gu rain will increase its temporal and spatial coverage even 
beyond the usual belg/gu dependent areas of the country. For the upcoming month (May 2020), the rain 
producing systems are anticipated to continue more or less in strengthening manner across most parts of 
the country. Moreover, heavy fall is likely to occur over some places of eastern, southern, south eastern 
and south western parts of the country. 

By large, the belg/gu rain will be expected to have a positive impact on water recharging and 
agriculture/pasture development activities. Hence, it is always advisable to take all the necessary 
precaution, prevention and mitigation measures to minimize the negative impact of flood disaster on 
peoples’ lives and livelihoods. 
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Weather outlook for 2020 Belg/Gu season: 

 The onset is expected to be close to normal in south and 
south-west parts. 

 Some parts of west, north-west and southern parts are 
expected to receive normal to above normal rainfall. 

 Most southern and eastern lowland parts are likely to 
receive normal to below normal rainfall. 

 Eastern and northern parts are expected to receive 
normal and below normal rainfall. 

 Increased daily temperature is expected to prevail 
especially in most kolla areas of the country. 

 In General, the belg season is anticipated to be normal 
in most belg growing areas of the country. However, 
rain variability is expected depending on temporal and 
spatial differences in some parts. 

 

Recommended flood prevention and mitigation measures: 

 Ensure timely flood early warning messages are reaching communities who residing in flood high 
risk areas. Also, create information exchange linkages between national and sub-national flood 
task forces.  

 Concerning high flood risk and landslide prone areas: 
o Using locally available and accessible medias, disseminate flood early warning messages 

to communities. 
o Reinforce flood prevention and mitigation measures. 
o Create community awareness on flood early warning and early action. 
o Ensure timely exchange of flood early warning information between communities living 

upstream and downstream. 
o Strengthen flood preparedness, prevention and mitigation measures in low laying areas. 
o Ensure minimum preparedness plans and evacuation measures in case of flood damages 

and displacement. 
 Close follow up and exchange of flood early warning information in high flood risk areas. 
 Reactivate flood task forces at sub national levels depending on the anticipated flood situation. 
 Enhance flood early warning system, preparedness and response measures before and during flood 

disaster. 
 Government authorities with partners to undertake mitigation and preparedness measures 

including scaling up water harvesting, water treatment, sanitation and hygiene promotion, 
prevention and surveillance of communicable diseases, enhancing other health and nutrition 
interventions to minimize the likely impacts of flood on lives and livelihoods.  

 Ensure the participation of relevant sectors in the post flood disaster evaluation and documentation 
of lessons. 

 Enhance community mobilization and engagement in all aspects of flood interventions. 


