
 

 
 

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator Flash Update #2 (28 July 2020) 
 
Bangladesh | 2020 Severe Monsoon Floods 
 
Situation Overview 
 
27 July 2020: According to the Flood Forecast 
Warning Centre (FFWC), major rivers are still 
flowing above the danger mark in 10 
measurement points in Kurigram, Gaibandha, 
Jamalpur, Bogura, and Sirajganj districts. In 
the last 24 hours,  no notable monsoon rains 
were recorded upstream of the northeastern 
Indian states nor downstream in the 
Brahmaputra basin according to the FFWC. 
However, according to the UK Met office, the 
extreme monsoon rainfall in Northeast India, 
Eastern Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and 
Northern Myanmar is still moving down the 
large river systems including the Brahmaputra 
and the Ganges. Further heavy rainfall is 
expected next week with new increase in river 
levels with heightened risks of loss of life and 
displacement.  
 
Riverbank erosion is observed in multiple 
locations, and it is expected to get worse. 
Indeed, riverbank erosion is likely to intensify 
as soon as the water recedes according to 
Bangladesh Water Development Board 
(BWDB)’s forecasts. Flood protection infrastructures such as embankments, dykes, dams and sluices were 
breached. It is unlikely that the water will recede before mid-August.  

 
NDRCC Report as on 27 July 2020 
 

  

31 districts 
impacted  

4.7 million 
persons affected 

984,819  
households 
waterlogged 

41 people 
Dead1 

89,300 people 
in 1,603 
shelters  

1.9 million 
children affected  

75,702 
livestock/cattle 
sheltered 

  Mostly due to 
drowning  

    

 

 
1 Health Emergency Operations Centre and Control Room of Directorate General of Health Service (DGHS) report on 25 July 2020, 122 deaths due to 

drowning (98), lightning (8), snake bites (14) and others (2).  

 

The current floods are forecasted to be the most prolonged since 1998. “This year, floods may stay far 
longer” said the Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina. The Honorable Prime Minister 
instructed local leaders to support and to stand beside flood-affected people across the country.  



 

 
 
The report of the National Disaster Response Coordination Center (NDRCC) issued on 27 July informs that 
4.7 million people are affected and, that 984,819 houses are inundated. The Department of Public Health 
and Engineering (DPHE) informs in its report issued on 21 July that 81,179 tube-wells and 73,343 latrines 
are damaged. The Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) informs that in the first phase of the floods (from June 25 
to July 8) approximatively 76,310 hectares of paddy fields were affected and that it concerned 344,000 
farmers in 14 districts. In the second phase of the floods (from July 11 to July 19), around 83,000 hectares 
of paddy fields in 26 districts (including 1st phase 14 districts) were affected.  
 
Anticipatory Action 
 
The humanitarian community together with the 
Government of Bangladesh estimated likely 
impacts of the floods and took action early on. With 
a pilot allocation from the Central Emergency 
Relief Fund (CERF),  the World Food Programme 
(WFP), the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) 
distributed multi-purpose cash, seeds, livestock 
feed, storage drums, hygiene, dignity and health 
kits in five districts which were eventually impacted 
by the current severe floods (Bogura, Gaibandha, 
Kurigram, Jamalpur and Sirajgonj). This 
trailblazing pilot (see video) was implemented in 
close collaboration with the Bangladesh Red 
Crescent Society (BDRCS)-led working group on 
Forecast-based Action under the HCTT. Its 
members activated their Early Actions protocols.  
 
With UK Aid support, Start Fund Bangladesh 
based on riverbank erosion prediction provided 
cash assistance to 405 people through CARE 
Bangladesh and Solidarity. Moreover, with the 
support of ECHO, CARE-led consortium implemented anticipatory actions in the districts of Kurigram, 
Gaibandha and Jamalpur 
 
Highlights of some CERF-funded Anticipatory Actions 
 

21,395 people 
received 
US$53 

5,905 people 
received 
dignity kit  

11,555 people 
received animal 
feed 

7,020 silos 
distributed to the 
people 

 
 
 
 
  

https://cerf.un.org/what-we-do/allocation/2020/summary/20-RR-BGD-44022
https://cerf.un.org/what-we-do/allocation/2020/summary/20-RR-BGD-44022
https://www.facebook.com/uninbangladesh/posts/1530633460449817?notif_id=1595848892439737&notif_t=page_post_reaction


 

 
 
Government Preparedness and Response 
 
On 9 July, the Honorable Minister of the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR) chaired a 
meeting of the Inter-Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination Committee (IMDMCC) attended by 
high-level officials from the civil administration, the Armed Forces and BDRCS. High-level preparedness 
and response decisions were taken in line with the 2019 Standing Orders on Disaster, the Disaster 
Management Act and national COVID-19 mitigation measures.  
 
On 26 July, MoDMR’s State Minister, Dr. Md. Enamur Rahman informed that committees were formed to 
monitor relief assistance programmes at local level. The helpline number ‘333’ was activated to support 
people seeking assistance. The MoA informed that 50,000 farmers will be provided with fertilizers and 
seeds of lentils (mashkalai) worth Tk3.82 (US$0.45 million) in case of losses related to the production of 
Aman.  
 
According to the latest NDRCC report on 27 July, 12,510 metric tons of rice were allocated as of 27 July to 
31 flood-affected districts. These districts also received an allocation of more than Tk3.37 million 
(US$396,348.6) in cash, 132,000 packets of dry and other food items, TK20.80 million (US$244,994) for 
cow-food, Tk7.6 million (US$8957.1) for baby food, 300 bundles of corrugated iron sheets and Tk0.9 million 
(US$10,600) as house-grant. The below table presents what has been distributed as of 27 July from the 
allocations made.  
 
NDRCC report on 27 July 2020 

      

7,147.53 
metric tons 

of rice 
distributed 

US$ 
212,057 

cash 
distributed 

82,012 
packets of 
dry foods 
distributed 

US$67,832.74 
animal foods 
distributed 

US$41,154.3 worth 
of children’s meal 

distributed 

100 bundles of 
corrugated iron 

sheet and 
US$3,534 cash for 
shelter assistance 

 
661 tube-wells 
installed at 
designated and 
collective 
shelters  

 
647 community 
toilets installed at 
designated and 
collective shelters  

 
1,597,540 
water 
purification 
tables 
distributed  

 
1,168 kg 
bleaching 
powder 
distributed  

 
 
The District Disaster Management Committees (DDMC) and Bangladesh Water Development Board offices 
are continuously monitoring the progress of the response. MoDMR instructed local authorities to collect 
damage information and to monitor the flood situation. 2,058 Mobile Medical Teams are working 24/7. The 
National Health Emergency Operations Centre and Control Room are working 24/7.  
 
  



 

 
 
Humanitarian Community Preparedness and Response 
 
The Humanitarian Coordination Task Team (HCTT) co-led by the MoDMR and the UN Resident 
Coordinator’s Office met on 14 July 2020. As recommended by the MoDMR which co-chairs the HCTT 
together with the UN, the clusters liaised closely with their national technical government partners in order 
to analyse jointly the situation and to identify possible areas where a complementary support from the 
humanitarian community would add-value to the government-led response.  
 
Earlier this month, the anticipated impacts 
of the current severe floods were assessed. 
The assessment activated the 
Humanitarian Preparedness and Response 
Plan (HPRP) in line with the HCTT 
contingency plan for climate-related 
disasters in time of the COVID-19 
pandemic. In addition to the direct impact of 
COVID-19 on the resilience of communities 
most exposed to climate-related disasters, 
the pandemic context puts further 
challenges to response and recovery 
efforts. Partners are using their response 
packages adapted to COVID-19 as well as 
delivery modalities that mitigate the risks of 
virus propagation.   
 
The Needs Assessment Working Group (NAWG) led by the Department of Disaster Management (DDM) 
and CARE coordinated an impact assessment of the situation in collaboration with national authorities and 
partners. Using government, field data and secondary information, the assessment used a contextualized 
INFORM Index to identify immediate and mid-term needs and priorities for HCTT’s complementary support. 
The analysis was also done based on baseline secondary pre-crisis information from the Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics and other reliable sources.  
 
Sector-specific analysis were undertaken by concerned Clusters. The assessment data were collected by 
more than 60 local, national and international agencies. The findings show that flooding inundated over 
34,000 km2 of land, which amounts to 24% of the country. It includes the district of Jamalpur flooded at 
75%. Approximately 56,000 people have been displaced to 1,086 flood shelters. Several districts are 
isolated due to road communication damaged. Thousands of latrines and wells are damaged or destroyed 
and seven districts are out of safe drinking water. Over 1,900 schools are damaged, leaving 807,467 
children without access to education. 
 
At BDRCS’s request, IFRC launched an Emergency Plan of Action (EPoA). CHF 577,496 was allocated 
from Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to response to the flood. In addition to its volunteers active 
in the field, BDRCS activated 180 National Disaster Response Teams (NDRT), National Disaster WASH 
Response Teams (NDWRT) and Mobile Medical Teams. BDRCS allocated some 13,400 food packs and, 
it ordered the deployment of six water purification units and 1,800 units of jerry cans. Household items such 
as 2,000 sets of hygiene kits, 1,000 dignity kits, 3,000 sheets of tarpaulins and 2,000 tents are ready for 
distribution from their disaster preparedness stock.  
 
With UK Aid support, Start Fund Bangladesh raised an alert and GBP 900,000 were allocated for the 
response in the districts of Kurigram, Gaibandha, Sirajganj, Jamalpur, Sylhet and Sunamganj. Response 
partners are CNRS, ESDO, VARD, SAVE, Friendship BD, Islamic Relief BD and World Vision. USAID has 
allocated US$ 100,000 to CARE Bangladesh. UN Agencies including UNICEF, WFP, FAO, UNDP, WHO 
and UNFPA are using prepositioned stocks to complement the response. 
 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/document/20200713monsoon-flood-impact-information-ndrcc-upto-13th-july
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/document/humanitarian-preparedness-and-response-plan-climate-related-0
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/document/humanitarian-preparedness-and-response-plan-climate-related-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/hctt-contingency-plan-2020-climate-related-disasters-covid-19-pandemic-context
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/hctt-contingency-plan-2020-climate-related-disasters-covid-19-pandemic-context
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/covid-19-bangladesh-multi-sectoral-anticipatory-impact-and-needs-analysis
https://careinternational-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/jafar_iqbal_care_org/ETEAqfjNCKdOvnZCKE1qsi0BTwzkuA5OuSu_2nhGSdAzFw?e=iQ9EXN
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inform-report-2020-shared-evidence-managing-crises-and-disasters
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRBD026do.pdf


 

 
 
Based on the coordinated impact and needs assessment, the humanitarian community met on 26 July to 
prioritize a Humanitarian Response and Recovery Plan (HRRP). The plan will focus on the seven most 
affected districts (Jamalpur, Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, Sirajganj, Shariatpur, Gaibandha, Sunamganj). 
Clusters are now developing the HRRP along with a two-track approach: provision of lifesaving activities 
and implementation of early recovery activities. 
 

 
 
For more information, contact:  
 
Henry Glorieux, Humanitarian Affairs Advisor  henry.glorieux@one.un.org 
Kazi Shahidur Rahman, Humanitarian Affairs Specialist, shahidur.rahman@one.un.org 
 
 
 

*** 

Mia Seppo, UN Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh said “While the recovery from Cyclone Amphan is 
still on-going and, as the battle against the pandemic continues, the humanitarian community must do 
all it can to support the GoB-led response to the floods affecting millions of people on the front line of 
the Climate Emergency”.  
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