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S O U T H 
S U D A N

124,131
individuals reached with 
MHPSS services in Q2

Day of the African Child Celebrations in Wau
IOM Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Unit (MHPSS), together with Wau State Ministry 
of Gender, Child, and Social Welfare, co-led the celebration of the Day of African Child. 1,200 
students attended 10 awareness sessions on Child Rights, Hygiene, and Health Promotion provided 
by the 45 State Social Workers and IOM’s Health and Hygiene Promotion Teams in 10 primary and 
secondary schools in surrounding communities of Wau town such as Kosti Boys Basic, Hai Salam 
Basic, Al Mukhta Basic, Sunday Basic and Mukhtar Secondary, Mbili Secondary, Standard Secondary 
and Nukba Secondary. A Kids’ Talent Show held in the Protection of Civilians Site Adjacent Area 
(PoC-AA) in Wau on 21 June was attended by 960 children. Two football matches with the children 
and youth’s football clubs were held on 23 June in the Cathedral Collective Center and PoC-AA site 
with 4,500 in attendance. A 3-part radio drama series was also produced and aired in Wau from 
3 to 6 July targeting 3,000 listeners relating to the key messages on Children’s Well-Being through 
Voice of Hope Radio Station and MHPSS Drama and Community Theatre Group in Cathedral 
Collective Site.

Hope Campaign in Malakal
In coordination with the Malakal Protection Cluster Partners, IOM continued active coordination 
and implementation of the Hope Campaign – a community-based awareness raising activity for 
suicide prevention using the Communicating with Communities (CwC) approach. The campaign 
included collecting positive inspirational messages from the community members and convey them 
in the PoC, and organization of various cultural and social activities such as a quiz about positive 
coping, drama, songs about hope, and traditional dances. The campaign reached 4,000 individuals 
in the Malakal PoC site.

MHPSS Frontline Services

173
individuals from IOM (staff 
and volunteers) and the 
Wau State Ministry of 

Gender, Child and Social 
Welfare recieved MHPSS 

orientation on Psychological 
First Aid (PFA), IASC MHPSS 
Guidelines, and Prevention 
of Sexual Exploitation and 

Abuse (PSEA)

4,070
caregivers supported 

through home visits and 
inclusion in support group 
activities and counselling

2,197
families supported through 
home visits and inclusion in 
support group activities and 

counselling

A widows’ support group in Malakal during their weekly meeting. They share stories of pain and success in 
overcoming their daily struggles as a single mother or head of household. The support groups are established 
in Wau, Bentiu, and Malakal as part of the community and family support activities for the displaced and 
conflict affected communities. The weekly meetings allow the women to encourage each other and come up 
with plans and actions to support more fellow widows in their communities. IOM/Myrzabekova 2018.

95,051
individuals participated 
in social, creative and 
recreational activities



Expansion of MHPSS activities inside and outside of 
Wau Town 

●  IOM Pyschosocial mobile teams started joint weekly outreach 
activities with Medical Rapid Response Team (MHU-RRT) to 
Baggari, Bazia, Jebel Kheir and Farajalla areas of Greater Wau 
in providing psychological first aid (PFA) and counselling to 
the displaced population starting April 2018.

●  Construction of the new MHPSS Center in Zone C, PoC-
AA after Zones A and B rehabilitation in March 2018. The 
center is currently fully functional and providing supportive 

Expansion of MHPSS activities outside of Malakal PoC 

 ●  IOM expanded its supportive activities to Malakal town. 
A new MHPSS mobile team was formed and trained on 
MHPSS package of activities to be conducted in Asosa 
and Malakia. Four new support groups for adolescents and 
widows were formed in Malakal town. They started their 
regular meetings and activities such as group discussions and 
creative activities. 

Q1 January-March

Q2 April-June

total individuals 
who received 

focused MHPSS 
services 

‘at risk’ individuals 
who received 

focused MHPSS 
services

individuals 
participating in 

community- level 
activities

caregivers and 
families who 

received MHPSS 
services 

14,471
17,811

2,748
6,913

62,431

87,576

4,465 4,354

MHPSS  Q1 AND Q2 SERV ICES

Internal MHPSS Needs 
Assessments

From March to April, IOM MHPSS conducted an internal 
MHPSS needs assessments in Bentiu PoC, Malakal PoC and 
Malakal town. The initial reports reveal distress and anxiety 
among the community members due to their experiences of 
insecurity, observed criminality and violence, discrimination, 
lack of economic opportunities, perceived changes of social 
roles especially for men, poor living conditions, and lack of 
access to basic services. Recommendations from the needs 
assessments’ participants include strengthening of counselling 
and community-based services, capacity building for medical 
staff, implementation of youth-focused initiatives, and provision 
of livelihood opportunities to overcome distress and uneasiness.

In May and June 2018, a pre-test on exploration of Status 
Well-Being was conducted using WHO-5 Well-Being Index 
(WHO-5) as a tool included in their initial interviews or 
home/familyvisits. 269 (213 new and 56 current cases since 
December 2017) MHPSS programme participants from 
Wau PoC and Cathedral Collective sites were interviewed. 
An average score of 17.10 (68.43%) was recorded for the 
current programme participants for this pre-test. Similarly, the 
new programme participants had an average score of 14.99 
(59.98%) which is lower compared to those who have received 
supports either from the MHPSS services or through other 
means. 37 participants scored lower than 13 (red flag score), 
which can indicate current concerns or stress-related factors 
on well-being. They were closely followed-up both at the center 
and in their homes by the MHPSS mobile teams.
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Day of the African Child celebrations in Wau. IOM/Duaman 2018

MHPSS Programme Expansion

MSTAT MHPSS Database 
In April 2018, a web-based database application system– 
MSTAT (MHPSS Statistical Database) was launched for pilot-
test in all field locations (Wau, Malakal, and Bentiu) through a 
series of field staff training. This initiative is intended to ease 
data entry, storage, and reporting for the field teams.


