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In Somalia, clashes between the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM) and the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) against Al Shabaab,
continued in Mogadishu, Gedo and lower Juba regions. At least 30,000 
displacements have occurred countrywide due to fighting, with civilian 
displacements both within Mogadishu and outside towards Mandera in 
Kenya and Suftu in Ethiopia. (UNHCR). Access, including to local markets
and humanitarian assistance is increasingly restricted. In DRC, the former 
political rebel group in South Kivu, the Front Répulicain pour la Fédération 
(FRF) surrendered to the government, hence likelihood of scaling  
down security tensions in the Fizi territory. Humanitarian operations 
are however still restricted due to insecurity posed by the Mayi Mayi rebels. 
In Province Orientale,there is a spike in civilian attacks by the Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA), with the recent trends indicating a shift fromtargeting 
civilians in remote areas, to attacking more heavily populated locations in northeastern 
Congo. Eighty Six LRA attacks were reported in DRC during the first quarter, 2011 resulting 
in the displacement of more than 33,000 persons as of March 2011. Civilian demonstrations
 against the high costs of living were witnessed in Uganda and Kenya in March 2011, with 
those in Uganda resulting in the shooting and arrest of the demonstrators and their leaders. 

IDPs

The IDP population has decreased by 3% (130,664 persons) since September 2010. As at April 2011, there are 4,060,196 IDPs 
in the region. The trend is due to, inter alia; a steady decline of about 30,000 people in the number of IDPs in 

more than 180,000 IDPs from Uganda who no longer receive humanitarian assistance and have moved into 
original homes; and the inclusion of the more than 30,000 IDPs displaced from the Mau forest in Kenya. 
Somalia and DRC have the largest number of IDPs, at 1.46 million and 1.74 million IDPs, respectively. 
Drought is the main reason for new displacements in Somalia, with more than 52,000 people displaced 
countrywide in the last three months (UNHCR). 

In Sudan, a peaceful referendum on south Sudan in January resulted in a majority vote in favour of the cessation of the 
south from Khartoum. In Uganda, the heavily contested Presidential, Parliamentary, & Local Elections saw the re-election 
of President Museveni. Mayoral and district polls in Rwanda in early February ended peacefully. In Tanzania, the mayoral 
polls, though marred by chaos over orregularities were held in late 2010.  On 8 April 2011, Djibouti held its third Presidential 
elections since independence in 1977.   The elections that saw incumbent President Ismail Omar Guelleh extend his rule to 
a third term were however boycotted by the opposition on allegations of irregularities.The opposition boycott along with 
the expulsion of a group of American election monitors brought the legitimacy of the election into doubt. 

Food Security and the La Niña Event

Humanitarian actors across eastern Africa continue to express concern over the deteriorating food security situation in the region. 
Analysis by the Regional Food Security & Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) warns that the overall food security conditions in 
eastern parts of the region remain alarming in both pastoral and marginal cropping areas. An estimated 8.8 million people are in
need of emergency humanitarian food assistance (acute food and livelihood crisis-IPC 3) in the region. In Ethiopia, the number of 
people in need of humanitarian assistance has increased from 2.8 million to 3.2 million, due to additional requirements in the 
southern and southeastern lowlands of the country (OCHA Ethiopia). According to FEWSNET, the dry conditions that persist in 
the pastoral and marginal cropping areas of the  Eastern Horn are due to a delayed onset and/or poor distribution of the March-
April-May (MAM) rains in Somalia, southern areas of Ethiopia, agro-pastoral areas of north-eastern Kenya and the semi-arid areas 

countries, including Djibouti City. The food security situation in these areas is expected to decline as the reduced precipitation in 

prices and declining purchasing power. Favourable rains are expected during the June-September season. The cropping areas of 
northwestern and central Uganda, western Kenya and northeastern Tanzania, pastoral areas of Turkana in northeast Kenya, 

northwestern Uganda however experienced normal start of the MAM rains, hence likelihood of good yields
 and positive impact on food security. The worsening drought is likely to drive further outbreaks of contagious 

 area would occur. Drought responses are on-going at both country and regional levels, including a review of 
response plans to include recent weather forecasts. Humanitarian country teams have diverted global Central
Emergency Relief Funds (CERF) and other country allocations to the drought response. Interventions in parts
of Ethiopia and south central Somalia are further limited due to restricted access.The FSNWG recommends
 large scale contingency/response planning coupledwith expanded multi-sectoral programming, which 
includes recovery/transition approaches, to address the current and expected food insecurity. 

Disease and Epidemics

Drought conditions in eastern Africa have exacerbated the outbreak of both human 
and animal diseases. Acute water shortages in pastoral areas have led to increased 
livestock migration and clustering of pastoralists hence an increase in livestock and

vaccinations and quarantine were imposed in both districts to avoid further spread of the epidemic, including to bordering pastoralist districts in Kenya.
Contagious Bovine Pleural Pneumonia (CBPP) and Contagious Caprine Pleural Penumonia (CCPP) have been reported in Kenya and Somalia. In Burundi, 
a cholera outbreak, associated with a shortage of clean water, was reported in Rumonge town, Bururi province, south of Bujumbura in March. At least 

and 244 cases of Yellow Fever were reported from 14 districts of Northern Uganda in January. Government led mass vaccination campaigns were held 
from 22nd to 26th January in Abim, Agago and Kitgum, Lamwoo and Pader districts. 
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Sources of data and map: FAO, IPC country teams, FEWS NET , OCHA, Reliefweb, UNHCR, WHO, GAUL, UNCS

Funding Update
Out of the US$1,319 Billion humanitarian requirements expressed in the four appeal/resource requirement documents in 
the region (Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia) $570.5 Million or 43% has been funded as at 8 May 2011. Djibouti and 
Somalia funding is extremely low, with Djibouti at 22% funded or $ 8.5 million out of $ 39 million required. Somalia is at 
36% or $ 189 million funded out of $529 million required. Kenya and Ethiopia funding levels are also below expectations,
but less severe than Djibouti and Somalia. Kenya is at 49% funded or $ 257 million out of $ 525 million required, while 
Ethiopia is at 51% or $ 116 million of the requested US$ 226 million. In addition to the $226 million requested to meet 
humanitarian requirements in the country until December 2011, the Government of Ethiopia has requested $75 million 
to address needs arising from the drought in Somali, Oromia and SNNP regions. The DRC Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) 
for 2011 requested a total of S$ 720 million, and only 25% or $182 million covered towards the end of March 2011.

Refugees
As at the end of March 2011, there are 1,363,258 refugees in the region. This represents an overall increase of more than 

La Nina event have also been responsible for the cross-border movements from Somalia.  More than 70,000 Somalis have 
entered Kenya and Ethiopia in 2011. Additionally, more than 19,000 Eritreans have entered Ethiopia since September 2010. 
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