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SOMALIA Rain Watch May 14, 2012  

 
FEWS NET will publish a Rain Watch for Somalia every dekad through the end of the current Gu (April-June) rainy season. 

The purpose of this document is to provide updated information on the progress of the Gu rains to facilitate contingency and 
response planning. This Somalia Rain Watch is valid through May 20, 2012 and is produced in collaboration with USGS, the 

Food Security and nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) Somalia, a number of other agencies, and several Somali NGOs. 
 

Moderate precipitation continues in most parts of the North and some parts of the 
southern regions 

The Gu 2012 rains continued in many parts of the county, although with varied amounts, intensity, and coverage. During 
the first ten days of May light to moderate rains ranging 10 to 50 millimeters (mm) were received in parts of the Northwest, 
parts of the Northeast, and the southern and central regions (Figure 1).  Light rains also fell in previously dry areas of 
Mudug and Galgadud regions. However most of the coastal Deeh of the South, central regions, and the Northeast received 
limited light showers. A comparison between rainfall during May 1-10, 2012 and the long-term mean shows a mixed picture 
(Figure 2).  

In the rain-deficit, central regions, localized light to moderate showers fell in the cowpea belt and the Addun pastoral 
livelihood zone in Adado and Dusamareb districts. However, most livelihood zones in the central regions are still dry, 
especially the coastal areas. Rain gauge data from Elder in Galgadud region collected only 2.4 mm while that in Harardere in 
Mudug region no precipitation was recorded. 
 
In the Northwest, light to moderate precipitation was received in parts of key pastoral areas including the Hawd, the Nugal 
Valley, the Sool Plateau, and both the Golis and the agropastoral livelihood zones of Togdheer. However, the Golis 
livelihood zone and coastal areas of Lughaye and Berbera recorded poor precipitation. In the Northeast, rainfall performed 
well in the Hawd, the Nugal Valley, and the Addun livelihood zone in Nugal and northern Mudug. In addition, light to 
moderate intensity rains with moderate coverage fell in parts of Bari region. The exception is that most areas of Coastal 
Deeh have largely remained dry. Improvements in water availability, pasture, browse conditions, and animal body 
conditions are expected in the areas that received rains. Field reporting indicates flash floods on the

 
eighth of May caused a 

loss of food stored at the Qardho market. 
 
In the South, the overall rainfall performance was poor during the reporting period. However, parts of Bay, Lower and 
Middle Shabelle, and Lower and Middle Juba regions received substantial rainfall. In Bakol, most areas received poor rainfall 
except for pastoral areas of El Barde which received a moderate amount of rain. Data from the rain gauges in Jowhar and 
Elbarde recorded 77 mm and 14.5 mm of rainfall this dekad. In Gedo, light rains were reported from agropastoral areas of 
Bardera district; however, all other areas in Gedo remained dry. Of particular concern are the coastal areas of Lower and 
Middle Shabelle, most parts of Gedo, and the coastal areas of Lower Juba where the performance of the season has so far 
been erratic or the areas have remained dry. Generally, rainfall which was received in earlier dekads has replenished water 
catchments in these pastoral areas, improved browsing and grazing conditions, and enhanced crop condition prospects for 
the agropastoral areas. In the sorghum growing region, reports also indicate farmers have replanted after crickets 
destroyed seedlings.  

 
Current vegetation conditions in many parts of the country are regenerating following the recent rains, and better than 
during the same period in 2011. As a as result, rangeland resources in terms of pasture and browse conditions are expected 
to improve, especially in pastoral areas of the country. However, the vegetation conditions are still significantly below the 
2001 to 2010 average. Meanwhile, based on rainfall precipitation forecast until May 16, moderate rains of 50-70mm (Figure 
4) are expected in most parts of the central regions including Coastal Deeh and parts of the Northwest. Most of the 
southern parts of the country are expected to receive between 10 and 50 mm of rainfall. 

For more rain gauge data please contact hdro@faoswalim.org or visit http://www.faoswalim.org. 
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Figure 1. Rainfall estimate (mm), May 1-10, 2012         Figure 2: Rainfall Percent of normal May 1-10, 
2012 

  
Figure 3.Emodis NDVI first dekad of May 2012                Figure 4. Seven days forecast valid up to 

 May 18 2012 

 
  

Sources: FEWS NET/NOAA/ CPC 

 


