
Civil Protection &
Humanitarian Aid

FACTS & FIGURES
6th highest child mortality rate in the world

More than 1.3 million people required
emergency food assistance between June
and August 2020 (Cadre Harmonisé)

Nearly 287,500 newly internally displaced
Malians in 2020 (IOM/UNHCR, August 2020)

More than 139,700 Malian refugees in
Niger, Mauritania and Burkina Faso (UNHCR)

EU humanitarian funding:
€29.6 million in 2020
More than €362 million since 2012
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Introduction
Due to armed conflicts, inter-community clashes and food shortages, Mali’s humanitarian situation continues to worsen. An
estimated 6.8 million people (35% of the population) are affected by these crises. This situation makes access to affected
areas increasingly dangerous for humanitarians.

What are the needs?
Since 2018, Mali has seen a sharp increase in violence, insecurity and serious violations of International Humanitarian Law.
The fighting between warring groups, competing for control, was previously limited to the northern part of the country. It
has gradually spread to central Mali, and more recently, even to the certain areas in the south. A coup d’état has taken
place in August 2020, adding to this already unstable context.

Since early 2018, more than 700,000 people have been internally displaced. In 2020 only, more than 287,000 people
have been newly displaced (figures as of August 2020), with no sign of a slowdown of the trend. Violence has already
claimed more than 1,840 civilian victims during the first 8 months of the year. In addition, there are more than 139,700
Malian refugees are in neighbouring countries while Mali itself hosts upwards of 43,700 refugees from Burkina Faso and
Niger, also affected by the spread of the same regional conflict.

The upheaval caused by conflicts is a major contributing factor to food shortages among vulnerable people. In addition,
erratic rain patterns strain limited food resources.

The coronavirus pandemic is a serious challenge for the country’s fragile health system. It has impacted both the access to
healthcare and the food security situation in rural areas. Access to education in the country is under increasing pressure.
Some 1,260 schools are closed (affecting 378,000 children) due to the conflicts and insecurity  in the North and Centre,
while 3.6 million children are affected by school closures due to coronavirus prevention measures.

Insecurity in Mali threatens humanitarian aid workers’ safety and hampers their access to those in need. In August 2020,
150 security incidents affecting humanitarian non-governmental organisations have been recorded this year.
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How are we helping?
The EU has provided more than €362 million in humanitarian aid in Mali since the beginning of the crisis in 2012 and is
currently a major donor of assistance in the country. In 2020, this aid amounts to €29.6 million.

EU humanitarian aid in Mali helps respond to the food crises triggered by conflict, drought, the difficult period between
harvests (called the ‘lean season’), and high food prices. Whenever a conflict triggers a mass displacement of people, EU-
funded aid organisations operating in Mali are equipped to react rapidly and provide vulnerable people with emergency
shelter, food assistance, access to clean water and health, protection, and basic essential items. Cash transfers and
vouchers enable people in need to buy what their household requires the most. In addition, EU-funded projects provide
education for children who can no longer go to school because of the unfolding humanitarian crises.  

Most health services in the north and parts of central Mali are only running thanks to humanitarian organisations. In
northern Mali, around half of the health facilities that deliver essential care and medicine are provided by EU-funded
humanitarian organisations.
 
In view of the new challenges posed by the coronavirus pandemic, the actions carried out by EU-funded humanitarian
projects in Mali include the adoption and the adaptation of existing measures to ensure the safety of beneficiaries and
staff, while maintaining the delivery of vital assistance to vulnerable communities. Actions already focused on the health
sector will continue to help local health centres to ensure access to care and to prevent and control the epidemic.

Every year, the EU contributes to the treatment of severe acute malnutrition throughout the country. Funding goes towards
the purchase and supply of therapeutic foods and essential medicine for children suffering from this most life-threatening
form of undernourishment. The €83 million invested in nutritional care between 2011 and 2020 provided the necessary
treatment to more than 670,000 severely malnourished children during that period.

To address the challenge of reaching inaccessible areas in the northern part of Mali, the EU operates its humanitarian air
service to carry humanitarian workers and transport relief assistance for the people in need. In addition, the EU also gives
financial support to the UN’s Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS).

EU humanitarian and development aid work together in Mali to ensure coordination between actions addressing vulnerable
communities’ immediate humanitarian needs, the consequence of crises, and projects that tackle the root causes of crises.
People in need are helped build resilience to recurrent crises with time, making them less vulnerable in the future. As an
example, in northern Mali, EU humanitarian aid provides food aid during the period between harvests, while EU
development aid is working to build communities’ longer-term resilience to food shortages.
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