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Sri Lanka declares first district safe from landmines, thanks to 

work by MAG deminers 
 
21 June 2017: The first of Sri Lanka’s mine-affected districts has been declared safe from landmines thanks to 
the work of demining teams from the Mines Advisory Group (MAG). 
 
MAG has been working along side the Humanitarian Demining Unit of the Sri Lankan Army and coordinated by the 
Sri Lankan Government.   
 
In the wake of the country’s devastating civil war, which ended in 2009, Batticaloa District is the first to be 
classified as “residual risk”.  
 
The occasion was marked by a ceremony overlooking Batticaloa Fort attended by representatives from the 
Government of Sri Lanka, the US Embassy, the British High Commission, the Canadian High Commission, the 
Australian High Commission and the Japanese Embassy is an important step on the road to achieving a Landmine 
Free 2025.  
 
Alistair Moir, MAG Country Director, Sri Lanka, said: "MAG is extremely proud to assist Sri Lanka in removing these 
indiscriminate weapons which continue to hinder wider development activities taking place long after the end of 
hostilities. Last year alone MAG cleared more than 10,000 landmines in Sri Lanka – each of which could have taken 
a life. 
 
“Enabling people to lead normal lives free from the fear of the legacies of war is crucial to turning lives and 
livelihoods around. We are working hard in Sri Lanka and across the world to make Landmine Free 2025 a reality”.  
 
Landmine Free 2025 is a joint campaign by MAG and The Halo Trust – the two leading mine action charities 
globally – to realise their shared vision of ridding the world of landmines by 2025, freeing more than 60 million 
people from fear 
 
MAG has been working to make Sri Lanka safe since 2002. Recent efforts in Batticaloa District over the last ten 
months have led to 246,266 square metres of land being made safe for civilian use and seen the destruction of 
more than 400 anti-personnel mines benefitting 4,488 people.  
 
Since 2009, MAG has removed and destroyed more than 40,000 mines and unexploded bombs in Sri Lanka, 
directly helping over 50,000 people and made a total of more than 34 square kilometres of land in the northern 
and eastern provinces safe for civilian use. 
 
However, more work still needs to be done. With the right level of support Sri Lanka’s landmine contamination 
could be cleared in the next three years.  MAG demining teams make land safe for use, training and employing 
local people, including women, to keep valuable skills and wages in their communities. 
 
Making areas of Sri Lanka safe from landmines is an important part of the post-war reconciliation efforts and 
essential to cementing sustainable peace. 
 
MAG would like to thank all of their donors, including the US State Department’s Office of Weapons Removal, the 
US Department of Defense HD R&D Program and Abatement and the Governments of Australia, Canada and Japan 
for their support. Now an end is in sight. With international support, Sri Lanka can reach its goal of becoming mine 
impact-free by 2020. 
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For more information, please contact:  

 

Robert Jenkins, Communications Officer, 0161 238 5444, comms@maginternational.org 

 

Photos: Low and high-resolution photos are available. 

 

Notes to editor:  

 

About MAG International 

 

MAG (Mines Advisory Group) shared the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize as a founding member of the International 

Campaign to Ban Landmines. 

 

Working in more than 40 countries since 1989, MAG has found and destroyed 4.6 million landmines, cluster bombs 

and other unexploded ordnance, such as bombs, shells and mortars. That’s an average of around 500 every day for 

over a quarter of a century. This works makes land safe for agriculture, schools, health clinics and water sources, 

and for other humanitarian organisations to carry out their aid work. 

 

About Landmine Free 2025 

 

Twenty years ago, 122 countries came together to sign the Mine Ban Treaty, with a further 40 countries joining 

since. This unprecedented commitment to putting an end to the suffering caused by landmines has saved 

countless lives, rejuvenated livelihoods, and led to almost 30 countries being declared mine-free. 

 

But landmines are not a problem confined to the past. Global deaths and injuries from landmines hit a ten-year 

high in 2015 – a staggering 75% increase on those recorded in 2014. 

 

Women, men, girls and boys living in countries from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, Angola to Cambodia, do so in daily 

fear from these savage remnants of conflicts often long since over. 

 

Two decades after his mother – Diana, Princess of Wales – inspired people to back the campaign to ban 

landmines, Prince Harry is calling on the international community to make a renewed commitment to eliminating 

this worldwide threat. 

With a spirit of partnership, determination and ambition from landmine clearance organisations, donor 

governments and private supporters, a landmine free 2025 can be a reality. 

 

Together, we can rid some of the world’s most affected countries of landmines. 

 

#LandmineFree2025 

 

 

MAG Sri Lanka 



 

MAG has been working in Sri Lanka since 2002 and in the immediate post-war years, our programming focussed on 

providing emergency clearance of areas for the settlement of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) as well as 

opening up roads and primary infrastructure for safe passage and use. 

 

Today, mine action remains a relevant and tangible component of broader development programming in Sri Lanka 

as its cross-cutting nature helps strengthen wider peace and reconciliation efforts. It also continues to provide safe 

land for the last IDP families to be settled.  

 

MAG uses a combination of manual and mechanical teams to maximise the efficiency of the land release process. 

We train and employ local people, and promote and encourage gender equality at all levels of our country 

programme with a gender balanced Senior Management Team comprising of three males and three females.  

 

Since 2015, the Government of Sri Lanka has taken measures to better define the exact amount of contamination 

remaining by organising a national resurvey of all affected districts.  MAG played a crucial part in this process by 

completing the resurvey of six of eight affected districts.  

 

The minefields located in the now seven remaining affected districts are well defined and mapped. 

An end is now in sight. With international support, Sri Lanka can reach its goal of becoming mine impact-free by 

2020. 

 


