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The news that Mozambique has declared 
itself landmine-free is cause for celebration, 
a little over a year since the Third Review 
Conference of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban 
Convention (Ottawa Convention) was held 
in the country’s capital, Maputo. It is a huge 
achievement. But we must acknowledge 
the tragic truth that much more needs to be 
done to make life safe for the thousands of 
people still living with these hidden killers in 
other countries. 

In 1992, just as the Peace Accords brought 
the bloody civil war in Mozambique to an end, 
I was starting a new job there as Country 
Director for a humanitarian organisation.  
On my second day in the office, I received  
a radio call from a remote project area saying 
that two of my colleagues had just been 
killed by landmines on the side of the road. 
Theirs were yet two more Mozambican lives 
tragically claimed by mines.

Now, as Mozambique celebrates its 
achievement, people have a future free  
from fear. 

This edition of Insight spotlights Sri Lanka 
(pages four to seven) where partnerships 
between the Government, donors and 
clearance agencies can make the country free 
from landmines by 2020. Mines here continue 
to restrict access to paddy fields, water 
sources and routes to market, and threaten 
development projects that promise a better 
future for Sri Lankans. Over the years, they 
have not only claimed countless lives, but also 
trapped generations in poverty and fear. 

On pages eight and nine, we look at Moxico, 
one of the poorest regions in Angola. Here, 
mines and unexploded ordnance still stop 
people from using their land to grow enough 
food to eat, or to sell in order to make a living. 
Such is the desperate need for land that 
many of the refugees continuing to return 
home more than a decade after the end of 
the civil war are building houses and farming 
on unsafe soil. 

And on pages 14 to 17, we focus on the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where, 
with international support, completing the 
clearance of mines is achievable as early  
as 2018. The second most affected province, 
Katanga, could be mine free in 2016. DRC 
conducted an excellent survey of remaining 
contamination and used this as part of its 
request for an extension under Article 5  
of the Ottawa Convention. It is crucial that 
DRC does not fall off the donor agenda, 
particularly for states that renewed their 
commitments in Maputo. 

If we don’t do more, and soon, then future 
generations will be forced to live surrounded 
by deadly mines and ordnance, despite 
having known only peace in their lifetimes. 
Angola, DRC and Sri Lanka are not the full 
story. In Cambodia, Iraq, South Sudan and 
beyond, people still live with the daily risk 
and fear of death or injury. We must not let 
these minefields be forgotten. Whenever 
and wherever wars happen, innocent people 
should not be the ones who pay the price.

Nick Roseveare 
Chief Executive

Finishing the Job
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The Sri Lankan civil war ended in 2009, but landmines  
and unexploded bombs continue to litter the country’s 
northern and eastern districts. People in Sri Lanka have  
a right to hope for a better future, and now an end is in  
sight. With international support, Sri Lanka can be free  
from mines by 2020.

Puthukkudiyiruppu Roman Catholic School (pictured) is  
one of seven schools MAG has made safe in the region.  
Today, 450 children, from ages five to 16, are taught here.  
The facilities have improved steadily since MAG completed 
work at the school in late 2012. The sports fields have been 
cleared of rubble and are now luscious and green.

There are no longer ammunition crates scattered about or 
fragmentation marks on the walls. Instead of silence, there  
is the buzz of excited youngsters’ voices.

Thanks to the support of our donors, MAG is making land 
safe, helping people in Sri Lanka to rebuild their lives, 
livelihoods and futures. Mr Balashanker, who teaches at  
the school, told us: “We are free now. The school has been 
open for two years and it is getting better all the time.  
The students come from a poor background. Most of the 
children have lost one or both parents, so a good school  
and education means everything to them.”

Although huge progress has been made in Sri Lanka,  
injuries and deaths still frequently occur. MAG has been 
helping Sri Lanka’s people since 2002 and this commitment, 
through some extremely challenging times, motivates us 
even more to finish the task in hand.

A Future Free From Fear

Puthukkudiyiruppu Roman Catholic 
School in northern Sri Lanka is one of 
seven schools that MAG made safe in the 
region. Around 450 children are now able 
to attend classes here in safety.

Why did you want  
to work for MAG?

What attracted me to the 
organisation is that MAG’s 
operations benefit those 
most in need. The work 
is cross-cutting, allowing 
infrastructure to be built, 
people and goods to move 
more freely, as well as 
removing the threats that 
can bring about traumatic 
injury and death. 

What difference  
is MAG making?

MAG’s work is extremely 
tangible. Every day I know 
how many metres of land we 
have made safe in Sri Lanka 
and how many landmines we 
have removed. Once people 
have settled onto land that 
was previously regarded as 
a threat, the change is rapid 
and satisfying as homes are 
built or crops planted. 

What do you find  
the most rewarding?

MAG’s work is truly 
transformational, both for 
the land and the people who 
use it. A family even being 
able to farm an additional 
200m2 of land can have such 
a sustained and positive 
impact on their household. 

Alistair Moir

Country  
Director

Sri Lanka
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“ Now, thanks to 
MAG, we have 
five acres of land 
we can farm in 
safety. We grow 
chillies, bananas, 
and vegetables.” 
—  Ravindran, pictured with his family  

in Mannar District, Sri Lanka.



Two-thirds of Angola’s population live in 
poverty. Moxico is the poorest province and the 
most landmine-affected. People here struggle 
to find safe land to build houses and schools, 
or to grow food and provide for their families. 
Much needed valuable land is contaminated 
with mines from a forgotten conflict.

Over the past five years, thanks to supporters 
and donors, MAG has cleared land for three 
schools to be built, providing education for 
3,000-plus children. More than 800 houses 
and three safe water sources are also being 
constructed. It’s a remarkable achievement, 
as seen recently by Dennis Hadrick, Program 
Manager at the US Department of State’s 
Office of Weapons  Removal and Abatement, 
on his visit to Angola.

“Even in rural Angola, we’re making 
progress. I visited a new school built on land 
that was once a minefield. With US support, 
our NGO partners at MAG cleared the area, 
allowing Angolan officials to build new 
schools for local kids. Students now have 
safe access to an education. This is how 
conventional weapons destruction not only 
saves lives – it can change them”.*

We know how valuable safe land is to a 
community. We need to do more, faster, to  
free people from fear and let them rebuild 
their lives. Our supporters can help make  
this long-lasting difference. 

The Legacy 
of Conflict 

People in Angola have no choice but to live with the  
daily risk of death and injury from landmines left over  
from the country’s civil war. More than a decade after 
the conflict ended, the threat of mines and other deadly 
weapons means that entire communities are living in 
constant fear. We need to do more to fix this.

  People in Moxico are unable to use their 
land to its full potential because of the 
threat of mines and unexploded bombs.

 We train and employ local people as 
deminers, enabling them to contribute to 
the rehabilitation of their own country.

Since 1994, MAG has 
removed and destroyed 
over 30,000 landmines and 
unexploded bombs in Moxico 
to make land and lives safe.  

130,000 people are  
estimated to be affected  
by the presence of landmines 
and unexploded bombs.
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  This school in Muhini, Moxico province, was able to be built after the area was cleared of 
landmines and unexploded bombs.

* Extract from DipNote, the official blog of the  
US Department of State.
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Angola

Democratic Republic of Congo

Iraq

Sri Lanka

Angola

 
More than a decade after the 
end of Angola’s civil war, the 
landmines and unexploded 
ordnance (UXO) left behind 
continue to deny safe access to 
agricultural land, water sources 
and basic services such as 
education and healthcare.

The rural province of Moxico,  
in the east, is the poorest and 
most heavily contaminated 
region. Large numbers of 
refugees continue to return 
home. Approximately 8,000 
returned in 2014, further 
increasing land pressure.

Many returnees are settled 
next to mined areas. Some 
are unaware of the risks; 
others are aware of the nearby 
threat but have no alternative 
place to set up home. As 
communities expand, further 
Suspected Hazardous Areas 
are being discovered and must 
be incorporated into plans for 
clearance.

Before the war, Angola was self-
sufficient in terms of agricultural 
production, and a leading 
exporter of coffee, sugarcane, 
bananas and cotton. Now, the 
fear of mines and UXO means 
that farmers cannot use their 
land, trapping rural communities 
in poverty. An estimated 94 per 
cent of Angola’s rural population 
lives below the poverty line.

Democratic  
Republic of Congo

Mine and UXO contamination 
is just one challenge facing a 
country affected by decades 
of conflict. Despite having 
substantial natural resources, 
the DRC has one of the highest 
poverty rates in the world 
and, for many, access to basic 
infrastructure is limited. 
Contamination is scattered 
but widespread, exacerbating 
deprivation in areas known or 
suspected to be affected by 
restricting access to agricultural 
land, roads and other resources. 
It also impedes humanitarian 
and development aid.  

The National Landmine 
Contamination Survey conducted 
in 2013 confirmed Équateur as 
the most contaminated province 
in DRC, with 34 Suspected 
Hazardous Areas covering 
593,596m² of land. Having only 
recently lived through conflict 
in 2009-10, communities in 
northern Équateur continue 
to face multiple challenges, 
including widespread poverty, 
severe malnutrition and health 
problems. Lacking basic 
infrastructure and livelihood 
opportunities, many depend on 
the assistance of humanitarian 
and development organisations. 

The humanitarian situation has 
recently been exacerbated by an 
inflow of around 70,000 refugees 
from the Central African 
Republic.  

Iraq 

 
Iraq is extensively affected by 
mine and UXO contamination 
as a result of various conflicts 
spanning more than 40 years. 

Minefields remain along the 
borders with Syria, Turkey, Iran 
and Saudi Arabia, as well as 
the internal former ‘Green Line’ 
separating the Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq from central/southern 
Iraq. Air strikes and ground 
engagements during the 1991 
and 2003 Gulf Wars expanded the 
nature and geographical scope 
of the problem. In recent years, 
progress on clearance in the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq allowed 
mine action to focus increasingly 
on supporting socioeconomic 
development. While these 
needs still exist, recent conflict 
has significantly increased the 
immediate humanitarian need. 

More than three million people 
have been displaced within 
Iraq as a result of the ongoing 
conflict. Of these, an estimated 
30 per cent are residing in the 
Kurdistan region, increasing 
pressure on all resources, 
including safe land. 

Legacy and new contamination 
poses a significant threat, 
particularly for mobile 
populations in unfamiliar areas 
and those attempting to return 
home to areas recently affected 
by the conflict.

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka’s 25-year civil war 
left large areas of the Northern 
and Eastern Provinces heavily 
contaminated by mines and UXO. 

Following the end of the conflict 
in 2009, this became a major 
impediment to the resettlement 
of thousands of internally 
displaced people (IDPs) and was 
identified as the main priority 
of the Government of Sri Lanka 
during the post-war period.  

Mine action agencies, including 
MAG, were tasked to use all 
available resources to clear 
residential areas and their 
immediate surroundings in  
order to facilitate safe returns. 

By the end of 2012, a total of 
467,553 IDPs had come back 
to the north and east. As the 
returning population grew, 
however, people set up home 
beyond areas that cleared  
during of the emergency 
response, in close proximity  
to hazardous areas. 

Now classified as high priority 
for mine and UXO clearance, 
these sites include vast areas of 
agricultural and forested land, on 
which the majority of returnees 
are dependent for food, firewood 
and building materials.

Sri Lanka now considers itself to 
be in the final phase of demining 
and significant progress has 
been made. It is important that 
momentum continues, and 
the support for international 
agencies over the next two years 
will be critical. 

Country Focus
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Children run past buildings destroyed in recent 
conflict. MAG is working to support conflict-
affected communities and humanitarian efforts. 
As part of this work, teams use specialised plant 
machines to search rubble from destroyed 
buildings suspected to be hazardous.



The second most landmine-contaminated 
province in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo should be declared mine-free 
next year. With sustained support from 
international donors, completion for the 
entire country is possible by 2018.

Covering a geographical area the size of 
Sweden, the province of Katanga in the 
south-east of the country had 32 Suspected 
Hazardous Areas covering 464,000m2 of 
land in 2014. This is equivalent to about 
1,833 tennis courts. Only Équateur in the 
north-west, with 34, contained more areas 
suspected of having mines. Together the 
two provinces account for 58 per cent of 
DRC’s contamination.

A legacy of decades of conflict, the presence 
of landmines and unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) – whether suspected or confirmed – 
blocks access to agricultural land, roads, 
and vital resources in a country already 
facing multiple social and economic 
challenges. Contamination also impedes 
the safe delivery of humanitarian and 
development aid.

CONVENTION COMPLETION

Based on the results of the 2013 National 
Landmine Contamination Survey, which 
mapped out the extent of the issue, DRC was 
granted an extension until 1 January 2021 
to fulfil its landmine clearance commitment 
under the Ottawa Convention. International 
operators agree, however, that Katanga could 
be declared mine-free in mid-2016 and that, 
with appropriate donor support, there is the 
potential for the whole of the country to be 
mine-free as early as 2018.

Pushing the second-biggest African country 
across the line would be a huge step, saving 
thousands of lives and sending an important 
signal to the whole region that completing 
the clearance of mines is within reach.

THE DANGEROUS LEGACY OF UXO

The need to support DRC will not end 
here, however. Though not covered by any 
convention, UXO is also a grave threat to 
lives and livelihoods. UXO contamination 
in the DRC is extensive and will continue 
to be a problem for the coming decades. In 
2014, MAG cleared 5,000 items of UXO in 
Équateur, Kasai Oriental and Katanga. 

The national authorities do not yet have 
the capacity to tackle this threat effectively 
without support from international NGOs 
and the donor community. MAG’s strategy 
is therefore to build capacity with the 
national authorities, so they are equipped to 
independently respond to UXO contamination 
in the future, as well as any unknown 
landmines remaining in this vast country.

Landmine Clearance  
and Beyond

Mines and UXO 
block access to vital 
resources and impede 
development
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A post marks 
the spot where 
a landmine 
was found, 
disarmed and 
destroyed.



  Landmines and UXO are destroyed in a 
controlled explosion.

  A demining team funded by the UK 
Department for International Development.

 This 120mm mortar bomb was found  
at a UNHCR transit centre for returnees in 
Équateur province.

95% of landmine 
contamination blocks 
agricultural land.*
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Our teams cleared 4,833 
UXO items in DRC in 2014. 

In 2014 alone, MAG 
cleared 412,422m² of land 
in DRC that was returned 
to the communities for 
productive use. 

A mortar bomb lies next to  
a road in Katanga province.

INSIGHT ISSUE 2: FORGOTTEN MINEFIELDS



© Photo: Beth Davies/MAG

WHERE NEXT?

Eighteen months have already passed since 
states renewed their commitments to the 
Ottawa Convention in Maputo. Since then, 
Mozambique’s success in becoming free of 
landmines is a landmark achievement. 

However, we have not yet seen the increase 
in support that will successfully hit 
deadlines and, more importantly, prevent 
future generations from living among 
landmines during peacetime. Completion 
and Convention compliance in Angola 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo is 
achievable, but only with sustained and 
increased support. 

This edition of Insight highlights the 
devastating impact of contamination in 
Sri Lanka – a country not yet party to the 
Ottawa Convention. This is a reminder 
that mine action must protect civilians 
irrespective of a state’s Convention status.  
It is vital for the people that we are 
working to serve that we don’t lose sight 
of addressing landmine contamination in 
states outside of the Convention. 

In a reality of generous, yet scarce, 
resources the mine action community 
faces difficult discussions about where to 
prioritise funds. But these are real and 
important decisions and ones that must 
not be shied away from. MAG’s view is that 
donors and NGOs have a humanitarian 
obligation to prioritise survey and clearance 
based on the positive impact these will have 
on people. 

This same obligation also means that we 
must not divert humanitarian mine action 
resources to ammunition management and 
small arms. The conventional weapons 
destruction community is growing and 
maturing into a sector that also desperately 
needs greater political and financial 
support. But this must not come at the 
expense of mine action. 

19

Mine Risk Education in Moxico 
province, Angola, carried out 
by MAG thanks to the support 
of the US Department of State’s 
Office of Weapons Removal and 
Abatement.
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