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HUMANITARIAN SITUATION AND NEEDS 

Situation in Libya 
 An ECHO humanitarian team remains in Libya to assess and 

monitor the humanitarian situation.  In the last days, the experts 
conducted several assessment missions to Sirte and Bani Walid 
and revisited Ibn Sina Hospital.  

 The situation in Sirte remains critical.  
• Sirte has been massively destroyed. Lack of running water, 

electricity and communications infrastructure are the main 
issues to be solved.   

• Large quantities of arms and ammunition are reported 
scattered around the city. 

• Ibn Sina hospital has been cleaned and could slowly resume 
activities. Medical teams who evacuated Sirte during the 
fighting are returning. Ibn Sina hospital has become the only 
available secondary health facility between Misrata and 
Brega. 

• International humanitarian organisations (ICRC, IMC, MSF) 
continue to support the health sector and war wounded.  

• In addition to the massive destructions, fear of antagonism 
and reprisal exist within the people that fled Sirte. It is likely 
that most of the population who left will remain in their areas 
of displacements until the situation improves.  

 The pre-positioned food, water, emergency health kits and non-
food items that had been put in place by the humanitarian 
community to rapidly respond to the humanitarian needs of those 
trapped during the fighting once access became possible last 
week, have now been mobilised. 

 Libyan aid organisations as well as international NGOs and UN 
agencies provide to the IDP communities food and other items 
needed.  

 Both the ICRC and the INGOs involved in the ECHO funded 
Humanitarian hub in Misrata are working on opening a field hub at 
7 km to the west of Sirte. 

 A serious concern exists for vulnerable groups, e.g. Tawarghas, 
living in public premises or in areas difficult to identify. Minority 
groups previously supporting the former regime are also facing 
intimidation and restriction of movement.  

 Access to Bani Walid is now available. Most of the population 
seems to have left. The town's hospital is slowly resuming its 
activities.  

 Cities of Tiji and Badr in the Nafusa Mountains have suffered 
major damage following attacks by NTC workers in early October. 
Public and civilian facilities were destroyed. 

 The presence of land-mines, abandoned munitions and 
unexploded ordnance inside Libya poses a serious threat to 
civilians.  

 ECHO will continue to closely follow up the humanitarian situation 
in and around Sirte, as well as in the rest of the country. 

Major priorities 
 Coordination of the humanitarian actors is to be reinforced to allow 

INGOs to dedicate more resources to humanitarian interventions. It 
is important that humanitarian coordination structures and clusters 
leads deploy permanently to Misrata as soon as possible. The 
decision of INGOs to open a field humanitarian hub in the western 
outskirt of Sirte is welcomed as it should reinforce the deployment 
of international teams to monitor the situation. 

 Mobilising for the protection of civilians which remains a major 
concern. Both Sub-Saharan African and Libyan cases should be 
given equal protection.  

 Continue to assess the movement of populations and further 
needs as they arise, with particular focus on the civilian population 
in Bani Walid and Sirte. Under the assumption that those internally 
displaced will not immediately return to Sirte, their current situation 
should be improved with a focus on the most vulnerable groups 
accommodated in public premises or in areas difficult to reach. 

 Resolve the problem of migrant population stranded in Sidi Bilal. 
 Continue monitoring the general evolution of the humanitarian 

situation in the country. 
 Advocate to all parties for the full respect of the civilian population 

and International Humanitarian Law. 
 Increase support to the agencies involved in Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) activities to prevent unexploded ordnances related 
accidents. 

 

Facts & figures  
(as of 25 October 2011) 
 The National Transitional 

Council (NTC) announced 
the liberation of Libya on 
23 October. 

 Remained population in 
Bani Walid: 5% (4,000 
inhabitants) 

 Total humanitarian and 
civil protection funding to 
date (European 
Commission + EU 
Member States): 
€154,501,252 
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
 Field presence: ECHO Experts on the Tunisian border; 4 

ECHO experts in Libya.  ECHO office in Benghazi. 
 Funding: €80.5 million (including € 10 million for the 

reintegration of Chadian migrants returning to Chad). 
 Commission-funded humanitarian assistance covers:  

o Evacuation of 24,000 third country nationals (TCNs), 
including from Misrata, via IOM, plus delivery of 
humanitarian assistance. 

o Provision of assistance to the people fleeing Libya 
(Tunisia, Egypt) through ECHO partners International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM)/UNHCR, International 
Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), UNOCHA support 
for the repatriation of TCNs to their country of origin (IOM 
& UNHCR)  

o Provision of assistance to people with refugee status who 
cannot go back to their home country and to Libyans 
fleeing Libya 

o Financing and prepositioning of emergency stocks to 
provide relief aid in Libya 

o Emergency health and rehabilitation of war-wounded; 
o Protection of the civilian population, especially Third 

Country Nationals (TCN's) from Sub-Saharan Africa. 
o Humanitarian mine actions. 
o Provision of adequate logistics capacity, coordination 

mechanisms and air transportation to deliver relief aid to 
the beneficiaries. 

 Outreach and coordination with humanitarian partners: 
o Commissioner Georgieva travelled to Tunisia together 
with the EU Hungarian Presidency on 3 March to meet the 
government and assess the situation at the border with 
Libya. She met the Humanitarian Coordinator on 22 March.  

o Commissioner Georgieva met with UN Under-Secretary 
General Valerie Amos in New York on 20 April to discuss 
the humanitarian situation and EU/UN collaboration. 

o The Commissioner also held meetings in Geneva with the 
heads of main international humanitarian organisations 
active on the ground (ICRC, UNHCR, IOM).  

o Coordination is ongoing with the UN Emergency Relief 
coordinator, UNUSG Valerie Amos and humanitarian 
partners in the affected countries.  European Commission's 
Civil Protection Response 

 
 
EUROPEAN UNION CIVIL PROTECTION RESPONSE 
Activation of the European Civil Protection Mechanism through the 
Monitoring & Information Centre (MIC) 

 Two distinct operations were carried out through the Civil 
Protection Mechanism in relation to the Libyan crisis. 

 In the first few days (starting on 23 February), the MIC 
supported Member States´ consular operations in Libya, at the 
request of the Presidency and in agreement with the High 
Representative.  The MIC's role focused on identifying, 
facilitating and (in some cases) co-financing additional 
transport capacity in support of the Member States' consular 
authorities.  An estimated 5,800 Europeans were evacuated 
from the country in an unprecedented EU coordinated effort – 
the Commission (MIC/ECHO), the EU External Action Service 
(EEAS) (SitCen/EU Military Staff) and the EC Presidency 
(Hungary at the time).  

 During March-May 2011, at the request of IOM, the Monitoring 
and Information Centre also facilitated the coordination of MS' 
efforts for the repatriation of more than 31,700 Third Country 
Nationals from the countries neighbouring Libya (i.e. Tunisia 
and Egypt). 

 11 Participating States to the Civil Protection Mechanism 
provided aerial and sea transport capacity through the EU Civil 
Protection Mechanism for the repatriation of TCNs from 
Tunisia: BE, BG, DE, EL, ES, FR, HU, IT, MT, SE, and UK.  In-
kind assistance was offered by 9 Participating States (AT, DE, 
ES, FI, FR, IT, NO, SE, IE). 

 The amount of co-financing requested by 8 Participating 
States for transport operations was of € 10.574.084.

EU Member States and ECHO contribution to unrest in Libya 
Commitments In-kind Assistance (MIC/CECIS)  

DONOR 
 Total (cash and in-kind) Main items 

Austria 1,150,000 € Health kits, kitchen sets 
Belgium 2,000,000 € Plane for repatriation 
Bulgaria 139,650 € Plane for repatriation 
Czech Republic 100 000 €  
Denmark 4,978,924 € Experts 
ECHO 80,574,084 € Including €10.5m in MIC co-financing of transport operations 
Estonia  100,000 €  
Finland 2,850,000 € Blankets, tents, medical team 
France 2,942,584 € Planes, vessels, medicines 
Germany 11,235,482 € Planes, vessels, sanitation 
Greece 1,770,752 €  
Hungary 51,200 € Plane, experts 
Ireland 1,000,000 € Blankets, tents 
Italy 4,456,971 € Planes, tents 
Lithuania 14,481 €  
Luxembourg 1,827,700 € Expert 
Malta 518,678 € Planes for repatriation 
Netherlands 2,500,000 €  
Poland 728,130 €  
Slovenia 75,000 €  
Spain 7,156,794 € Planes, medical post 
Sweden 16,117,929 € Planes, tents, sanitation 
United Kingdom 13,651,934 € Planes, vessels 
   

TOTAL EUROPEAN UNION                        154,501,252 € 
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