
 

22 June 2011 

European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
 

LIBYAN CRISIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUMANITARIAN SITUATION AND NEEDS 

Situation in Libya 
 The UN team has warned of public health threats in Tripoli with 

the potential outbreak of infectious diseases (a measles 
outbreak has already been reported) and a deterioration of 
food security.  For the moment, there is no UN presence in the 
city due to security concerns. 

 The Dhibat/Wazin border remains open and humanitarian 
partners are able to access and provide assistance to the 
Nafusa Mountains as far as Yafran via this border crossing. 

 An International Commission of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
assessment and protection mission from the West has reached 
Sirte, half-way between Misrata and Brega.  Information on the 
humanitarian situation will be relayed this week. 

 In the meantime, International Organisations and the Libyan 
Committee for Humanitarian Relief (LCHR) are preparing 
contingency plans concerning population displacements from 
the West. 

 Despite continued heavy fighting on the outskirts of the city, 
the situation in the city of Misrata continues to improve as 
commercial and humanitarian access via the port is granted. 
International Organisation for Migration (IOM) boat rotations 
are continuing and will continue for at least another month.  
The World Food Programme (WFP) has also delivered 
commodities to the city. 

 There is still concern over the Chadian population stranded in 
Southern Libya and the Al-Katroun region.  The ICRC is trying 
to trace the thousands of Chadians believed to be travelling to 
the Chad and Niger borders. 

 The presence of land-mines, abandoned munitions and 
unexploded ordnance throughout Libya pose a serious threat 
to civilians. There is also mounting evidence of the use of 
cluster bombs by governmental forces. 

 

Situation in Neighbouring countries 
 The flow of people fleeing Libya continues to change daily. 

The stream of new arrivals at the Dehiba border post currently 
controlled by Libyan opposition forces has been slowing down. 
More than 79,592 people have officially crossed the border 
since 7 April.   

 The number of migrants still stranded at the borders has 
decreased.  However, there are around 6,838 third country 
nationals still in need of evacuation from transit camps in 
Tunisia and Egypt.  

 The Tunisian authorities continue to call on the international 
community to accelerate the process of evacuation of migrants 
from these camps.   

 The flow of Chadians crossing back into their country has 
increased to 70,966. According to the Chadian authorities, 
thousands of their citizens are still stranded in Southern Libya 
waiting for evacuation in desperate conditions. 

 Increases in food prices and other economic factors continue 
to affect returnees, their families and the communities they 
supported while working in Libya. 

Major priorities 
 Continue advocating for full humanitarian access to the 

conflict-affected populations in the towns under the control of 
government forces to enable the delivery of life-saving relief 
and the evacuation of civilians and war-wounded. 

 Continue to ensure the development of a coordinated 
international humanitarian response under the UN 
Organisation for the Coordination of Humanitarian Aid (OCHA) 
umbrella. 

 Continue to provide assistance at the border crossings in 
Tunisia, Egypt and Chad (transit camps, provision of 
emergency shelter, food assistance, water and sanitation). 

 Continue to improve the coordination between humanitarian 
operations in Libya and Chad  

Facts & figures  
(as of 21/06/2011) 
- People who have crossed from 
Libya into:  

 Tunisia: *582,812 
 Egypt: *358,088 
 Algeria: 24,050 
 Niger: 83,849 
 Chad: 70,966 
 Sudan: 2,800 

*data includes normal border crossings 
at Saloum & Ras Ajdir 
- Total population outflows (mostly 
migrant workers): 1,122,565 
- Total number of Libyan refugees 
crossing at Dehiba: 79,592 
- EU humanitarian aid & civil 
protection financing to date: 
€144,812,327 
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 Continue to ensure the repatriation of third country nationals at 
the border points to their home countries. 

 Continue to provide protection and assistance to refugees and 
internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Humanitarian challenges 
 Ensure humanitarian access in line with humanitarian law and 

principles. 
 Ensure the coordinated deployment of international 

humanitarian aid efforts under the UN lead (OCHA) 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE 

 Field presence: Teams on the Tunisian and Chadian borders; 
2 ECHO experts inside Libya. 

 Funding: €80.5 million Commission-funded humanitarian 
assistance covers:  

o Evacuation of third country nationals from Misrata via 
IOM, plus delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

o Provision of assistance to the people fleeing Libya 
(Tunisia, Egypt, Chad) through ECHO partners IOM/UN 
High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), IFRC, 
UNOCHA support for the repatriation of third country 
nationals to their country of origin (IOM & UNHCR) and 
support to Chadian returnees.  

o Provision of assistance to people with refugee status who 
cannot go back to their home country and to Libyans 
fleeing Libya 

o Financing and prepositioning of emergency stocks to 
provide relief aid inside Libya – although access to the 
Gaddafi-held areas so far denied to humanitarian 
organisations. 

 Outreach and coordination with humanitarian partners: 
o Commissioner Georgieva travelled to Tunisia together 

with the EU Hungarian Presidency on 3 March to meet 
the government and assess the situation at the border 
with Libya. She met the Humanitarian Coordinator on 22 
March.  

o The Commissioner has also held meetings in Geneva 
with the heads of main international humanitarian 
organisations active on the ground (ICRC, UNHCR, 
IOM).  

o Coordination is ongoing with the UN Emergency Relief 
coordinator, UNUSG Valerie Amos and humanitarian 
partners in the affected countries.   

o Commissioner Georgieva met with UNUSG Valerie Amos 
in New York on 20 April to discuss the humanitarian 
situation and EU/UN collaboration. 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S CIVIL PROTECTION 
RESPONSE 

Activation of the European Civil Protection Mechanism through 
the Monitoring & Information Centre (MIC) 

o From 23 February, the MIC supported Member States´ 
consular operations by facilitating the pooling of transport 
and identifying additional transport means for the 
evacuation of EU citizens. An estimated 5,800 
Europeans have been evacuated from the country to 
date in an unprecedented EU coordinated effort – the 
Commission (MIC/ECHO), the EEAS (SitCen/EU Military 
Staff) and the Hungarian Presidency working hand in 
hand.  

o Upon request of IOM, the MIC also facilitated the 
coordination of EU efforts for repatriation of more than 
31,000 third country nationals (TCN).  

o On 6 April the IOM renewed its request to the Monitoring 
and Information Centre (MIC) for more aerial 
transportation to be made available for the evacuation of 
third country nationals. 

o MIC liaised with the IOM and coordinated the incoming 
flights offered by the participating states in the EU Civil 
Protection Mechanism for the repatriation of third country 
nationals. 

o 11 EU Member States offered aerial transport capacity 
through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism for the 
repatriation of third country nationals from Tunisia: BE, 
BG, DE, ES, FR, HU, GR, IT, MT, SE, and UK.  Several 
countries also offered in-kind assistance.  

o As of 27 May, 31,522 third country nationals were 
assisted on 157 flights to return to their home countries 
via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. The amount of 
co-financing requested by 8 Participating States for 
transport operations was € 10.574.084. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OVERVIEW of EU HUMANITARIAN AND CIVIL PROTECTION RESPONSE to DATE (Financial and in kind)  
Commitments in 14 points In-kind Assistance (MIC/CECIS)DONOR Total (cash and in-kind) Main items

Austria 650,000 € Health kits, kitchen sets 
Belgium 1,000,000 € Plane for repatriation 
Bulgaria 139,650 € Plane for repatriation 
Czech Republic 100 000 €  
Denmark 4,757,412 € Experts 
ECHO 70,000,000 €  
Estonia  100,000 €  
Finland 2,850,000 € Blankets, tents, medical team 
France 2,942,584 € Planes, vessels, medicines 
Germany 7,400,327 € Planes, vessels, medecines 
Greece 1,660,752 €  
Hungary 51,200 € Plane, experts 
Ireland 1,000,000 € Blankets, tents 
Italy 3,501,971 € Planes, tents 
Lithuania 14,481 €  
Luxembourg 1,077,700 € Expert 
Malta 430,949 € Planes for repatriation 
Netherlands 2,500,000 €  
Poland 75,000 €  
Slovenia 50,000 €  
Spain 4,567,539 € Planes, medical post 
Sweden 15,716,744 € Planes, tents, sanitation 
United Kingdom 13,651,934 € Planes, vessels 
  

134,238,243 € 
+ transport co-financing requests  
10,574,084 € 

TOTAL EUROPEAN UNION 144,812,327 € 
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