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KEY DEVELOPMENTS 

 On July 28 and 29, a U.N. interagency mission assessed humanitarian conditions in the Nafusah Mountains and 
found that internally displaced persons (IDPs) and third-country nationals (TCNs) residing in Zintan, Jadu, and 
Kabau towns report the need for emergency relief commodities, particularly kitchen sets, mattresses, and hygiene kits, 
according to the U.N.  Relief agencies, including partners of USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(USAID/OFDA), have begun planning additional distributions of relief supplies in the Nafusah Mountains.       

 The U.N. recently released additional findings from a mid-July assessment of humanitarian conditions in Tripoli, 
confirming continuing currency and fuel shortages.  As of August 7, power shortages had intensified in Tripoli, with 
some areas receiving only four hours of electricity per day, according to international media.  Some residents have 
reported disrupted water supplies in apartment buildings as a result of the power shortages.  Reported damages to a 
fuel pipeline in the Nafusah Mountains may have reduced oil supplies to the oil refinery in Zawiyah, which generates 
power for Tripoli, according to August 5 media reports.   

 On August 3, USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) allocated an additional $5 million to support U.N. 
World Food Program (WFP) emergency food assistance in Libya.  The funds, awarded from USAID/FFP’s 
Emergency Food Security Program, will enable WFP to regionally procure approximately 3,100 metric tons (MT) of 
beans and vegetable oil, a 40 day supply for WFP's projected beneficiary population of 750,000 conflict-affected and 
vulnerable individuals in eastern and western Libya.  This new assistance brings total USAID/FFP funding in 
response to the Libya crisis to nearly $15.7 million. 

 

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE1                                                                                               Source 

Total Number of Individuals Arrived in Egypt, Tunisia, Niger, Algeria, 
and Chad from Libya 

629,585 IOM2 – August 11, 2011 

Number of Individuals Arrived in Egypt from Libya 205,748 IOM – August 11, 2011 

Number of Individuals Arrived in Tunisia from Libya 283,649 IOM – August 11, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Niger from Libya 77,412 IOM – August 11, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Algeria from Libya 13,962 IOM – August 11, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Chad from Libya 48,814 IOM – August 11, 2011 

Total Number of Individuals Repatriated from Egypt, Tunisia, and Niger 283,222 IOM – August 11, 2011 
Number of Individuals Repatriated from Egypt 81,000 IOM – August 11, 2011 
Number of Individuals Repatriated from Tunisia 198,549 IOM – August 11, 2011 
Number of Individuals Repatriated from Niger 3,673 IOM – August 11, 2011 

Total Number of IDPs in Libya 218,000 UNHCR3 – August 7, 2011 
 

FY 2011 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING  

USAID/OFDA Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $12,274,218 

USAID/FFP Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $15,654,100   

State/PRM4 Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $60,000,000 

State/PM/WRA5 Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $1,497,607 

Total USAID and State Assistance $89,425,925 

                                                 
1 Figures do not reflect the cross-border movements of Libyans, as many Libyans transit to and from neighboring countries for trade and other purposes. 
2 International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
3 Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
4 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) 
5 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political and Military Affairs Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement (State/PM/WRA) 
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Context 

 In mid-February 2011, following civilian demonstrations in Tunisia and Egypt, the people of Libya began protesting 
against the government led by Muammar Qadhafi.  As unrest rapidly spread throughout the country, Libyan security 
forces under Qadhafi’s authority began responding to protesting crowds with increasing violence, which escalated 
into armed conflict.  The ongoing conflict has resulted in large-scale population outflows to neighboring countries, 
protection concerns, and reported human rights violations.  Since the end of March, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization has conducted military operations in Libya in response to a mid-March U.N. Security Council 
resolution authorizing member states to protect civilians under threat of attack.  On July 15, U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton announced U.S. recognition of the Transitional National Council as the legitimate governing 
authority for Libya until an interim authority is in place.  

 On March 2, U.S. Ambassador to Tunisia Gordon Gray declared a disaster due to increasing humanitarian needs on 
the Tunisia–Libya border as a result of the mass influx of individuals fleeing the conflict in Libya.  In response, 
USAID/OFDA provided an initial $50,000 through the U.S. Embassy in Tunis to the Tunisian Red Crescent (TRC) 
for medical care, shelter, blankets, and other emergency assistance.  The USG also deployed a Disaster Assistance 
Response Team to the region to identify and respond to conflict-related humanitarian needs in Libya and neighboring 
countries.  
  

Conflict and Population Displacement  
Nafusah Mountains 

 Following an August 6 offensive launched from the Nafusah Mountains, opposition forces reportedly controlled Bir 
al-Ghanam town as of August 8, according to international media.  Bir al-Ghanam is approximately 50 miles 
southwest of Tripoli.  On August 6, international media reported that fighting near Bir al-Ghanam had resulted in at 
least 14 deaths and 17 injuries. 

Tripoli 

 The U.N. mission visited four IDP sites managed by the Qadhafi government and reported that no major 
humanitarian needs remained unmet among IDP populations.  The mission was unable to visit IDPs residing with 
host families. 

Misratah and Zlitan 

 Fighting between pro-Qadhafi forces and opposition forces near Zlitan, 45 miles west of Miratah, resulted in five 
deaths and nearly 50 injuries between August 7 and August 8, according to a non-governmental organization (NGO) 
working on the ground.  On August 9 and 10, the Zlitan frontline experienced relative calm, with no casualties and 
minimal shelling reported.   

Tunisia 

 Between July 26 and August 1, all 810 remaining residents of the United Arab Emirates Red Crescent camp near 
the Dahiba border crossing left the camp, according to UNHCR.  During the same period, the Qatari camp 
population decreased from nearly 680 to approximately 400 residents.  The Remada camp population has also 
declined in recent weeks, from approximately 770 people on July 19 to 146 individuals as of August 3, UNHCR 
reported.  According to relief agencies, the decrease in camp populations is likely due to both high temperatures at 
the camp and the return of many Libyan refugees to Libya during the holy month of Ramadan, observed during 
August this year.   

 As of August 7, UNHCR had erected approximately 200 all-weather tents at Shousha camp to improve living 
conditions of camp residents, benefitting approximately 650 people.  UNHCR plans to replace all winter tents at the 
camp with all-weather tents in the coming weeks.   

 
Agriculture and Food Security 

 According to the additional findings of the U.N. interagency mission, food availability in Tripoli has improved 
significantly since previous U.N. missions.  However, basic commodity food prices have increased, food security in 
Tripoli remains unstable, and challenges persist in ensuring the provision of food imports and distribution.  

 Food needs in western Libya have increased, as displaced Libyans have returned from Tunisia to the Nafusah 
Mountains for Ramadan, according to WFP.  As of August 9, the Libyan Red Crescent Society had begun distributing 
830 MT of WFP-provided supplies in the Nafusah Mountains, benefitting up to 160,000 individuals.  To date, WFP 
has provided approximately 1,770 MT of food supplies to individuals in the Nafusah Mountains.   

 WFP, UNHCR, and NGOs plan to distribute food supplies to more than 30,000 Libyan refugees residing in Tunisia 
and more than 330,000 individuals residing in Misratah and other accessible areas of Libya during Ramadan.   
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 Conflict in Libya has significantly reduced the agricultural workforce in eastern Libya and resulted in higher 
agricultural input prices, potentially reducing future harvest yields, according to WFP.  While supplies of wheat and 
other staples remain adequate to meet food needs in eastern Libya, reduced harvests will likely result in further food 
price increases and disrupt agricultural livelihoods, increasing the strain on vulnerable populations.  Relief agencies 
and agricultural authorities have initiated a radio appeal for farmers in Misratah, Benghazi, and other accessible areas 
to register for agricultural assistance programs, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA).  The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization and agricultural authorities plan to support farmers’ 
greenhouse vegetable production through distribution of seeds, fertilizer, and greenhouse sheeting. 

 
Health 

 In mid-July, health professionals and Qadhafi Ministry of Health officials reported that treating conflict-related 
injuries remains the primary challenge for medical facilities in Tripoli, according to the U.N. interagency mission.  
Medical personnel in the capital noted that the lack of fuel and breakdown in the medical supply pipeline have 
resulted in shortages of medicines and medical supplies.  In addition, the departure of foreign national medical staff 
due to the conflict has placed additional strain on Tripoli’s health system. 

 Members of the Health Cluster—the coordinating body for health-related activities in Libya—continue to respond to 
urgent health care needs throughout Libya.  Between July 25 and 30, two mobile health teams from a USAID/OFDA 
partner provided nearly 210 health consultations at health facilities in Al Marj and Ajdabiya.  The NGO also plans to 
provide emergency medical supplies and equipment to an Ajdabiya hospital.  In coordination with the Jordan Health 
Aid Society, the NGO’s nurses continue to provide health care support in Benghazi, Misratah, and Ajdabiya.   
 

Logistics and Relief Commodities 

 USAID/OFDA partners plan to continue pre-positioning emergency relief commodities in Misratah for vulnerable 
IDPs in the city, as well as previously inaccessible IDPs in the region made reachable by the cessation or relocation of 
fighting.  

 As of late July, a USAID/OFDA partner had distributed more than 1,300 household kits to IDP families in 
northeastern Libya, including more than 190 families in Ajdabiya.  Each kit includes hygiene items, tools, blankets, 
sleeping mats, kitchen goods, and a stove. 

 
Protection 

 As of August 8, a relief agency had begun implementation of a six-month psychosocial program in Misratah to 
address immediate psychosocial needs of vulnerable populations and build the capacity of local health professionals 
to improve identification of additional psychosocial needs.  The relief agency is also working with a local NGO to 
establish a child-friendly space and train volunteers to facilitate psychosocial activities for children during Ramadan. 

 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 

 The U.N. mission to the Nafusah Mountains found that families have reported difficulty obtaining hygiene items, 
OCHA noted on August 7.  In response, a USAID/OFDA partner is working with local and international relief 
agencies to plan a coordinated distribution of hygiene kits to several smaller towns in the Nafusah Mountains that 
have not received hygiene kits through previous distributions.  The NGO plans to provide approximately 1,000 
families with hygiene kits before the end of Ramadan.  In addition, the Mines Advisory Group (MAG) has provided 
for inclusion in the hygiene kits a pamphlet on risk awareness for mines and explosive remnants of war. 

 
Landmines and Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) 

 According to an August 8 Joint Mine Action Coordination Team (JMACT) report, an NGO had identified several 
schools in Ajdabiya with explosive remnants of war (ERW) contamination.  In response, a MAG rapid reaction team 
recently commenced ERW clearance at schools found to have high levels of contamination, including one school 
where MAG cleared nearly 400 ERW.  The NGO plans to continue its assessments of Ajdabiya schools prior to the 
start of the academic year in early September. 

 As of August 8, an NGO had cleared approximately 45 UXO from Abu Burwaya village, west of Misratah, where 
recent heavy fighting contaminated the area with UXO.  The NGO’s paramedics have also provided basic emergency 
trauma medical care training to MAG and the NGO’s teams in Misratah, according to JMACT.  
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FY 2011 USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
FOR THE LIBYA COMPLEX EMERGENCY  

 

Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE
1
 

Agency for Cooperation and Technical 

Development (ACTED) 
Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $25,000  

ACTED 
Economic Recovery and Market Systems, Logistics 

and Relief Supplies 
Libya $500,000  

Danish Refugee Council Protection, Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $439,980  

International Relief and Development Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $349,223  

International Medical Corps (IMC)/Merlin 
10 health kits and three trauma kits, plus 

transportation 
Libya $363,165  

IMC Health, Logistics and Relief Supplies, and WASH Libya $4,500,000  

Merlin Health Libya $483,854  

Mercy Corps 
Logistics and Relief Supplies, WASH, Agriculture and 

Food Security 
Libya $550,000  

TRC Emergency Relief Supplies Tunisia $50,000  

TRC 
USAID/OFDA Commodities:  2,000 blankets; 40 

rolls of plastic sheeting; 9,600 water containers 
Tunisia $40,300  

U.N. Department of Safety and Security 
Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management 
Libya, Tunisia $300,000  

OCHA 
Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management 
Libya $500,000  

U.N. World Health Organization (WHO)  Health TBD $1,000,000  

WFP Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications Libya $750,000  

WFP U.N. Humanitarian Air Service  Libya $750,000  

  Program Support Costs   $1,672,696  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $12,274,218  

USAID/FFP
2
 

WFP P.L. 480 Title II Emergency Food Assistance Libya $5,654,100  

WFP Local and Regional Food Procurement Libya $5,000,000  

WFP Local and Regional Food Procurement Tunisia, Egypt $5,000,000  

TOTAL USAID/FFP $15,654,100  

STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE 

IOM Evacuation and repatriation programs for TCNs 
Libya, Tunisia, 

Egypt 
$27,500,000  
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UNHCR 

Assistance and protection for Libyan internally 

displaced persons and refugees and migrants in 

Tunisia, Egypt, Italy, and Malta  

Libya, Tunisia, 

Egypt, Malta 
$14,500,000  

International Committee of the Red Cross  
Medical and surgical care, water and sanitation 

facilities, protection of detainees and conflict victims  

Libya, Tunisia, 

Egypt 
$17,700,000  

WHO 

Support for the Tunisian Ministry of Public Health to 

respond to the medical needs of Libyans, TCNs, and 

host communities in Tunisia 

Tunisia $300,000  

TOTAL STATE/PRM $60,000,000  

STATE/PM/WRA ASSISTANCE 

MAG Conventional Weapons Destruction  Libya $756,937  

Swiss Foundation for Mine Action Conventional Weapons Destruction  Libya $740,670  

TOTAL STATE/PM/WRA $1,497,607  

TOTAL3 USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE LIBYA 

COMPLEX EMERGENCY IN FY 2011 
$89,425,925  

1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of August 12, 2011.   
2 Estimated value of food assistance.  USAID/FFP funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of August 12, 2011. 
3 The total does not include an additional $500,000 provided by USAID/OFDA to OCHA’s Middle East Office for regional coordination. 

 
 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that 
are conducting relief operations.  A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for response efforts 
in Libya and neighboring countries can be found at www.interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 
affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse space); 
can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; and 
ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 
The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999. 
Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 

http://www.interaction.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

