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Highlights: 
• Ceasefire paves the way to ending the conflict and 

creating conditions for peace and stability.  

• 2020: More than 10,000 migrants and refugees 
intercepted at sea and returned to Libya, already 
exceeding all of 2019.  

• COVID-19 cases continue to increase, with 76 per 
cent increase in confirmed cases in October.  

• Shortages in vaccines across the country put the 
lives of more than 250,000 children at risk.  
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Ceasefire and resumption of political talks bring hopes for peace and stability 
On 23 October, military representatives from the Government of National Accord (GNA) and the Libyan National Army (LNA) 
signed a ceasefire agreement. This was followed by the resumption of intra-Libyan talks, based on Security Council 
resolution 2510 (2020) that endorsed the conclusions of the Berlin conference held in January 2020. These positive events 
are important developments to permanently ending the conflict and moving towards peace and stability in Libya.  

However, in the near-term, and with the continuing impact of COVID-19, humanitarian needs will remain as agreements 
materialize on the ground and the economy rebounds. The lifting of force majeure and blockade by LNA forces on oil 
production is expected to alleviate the economic situation in the country and have a positive impact for some of the country’s 
most vulnerable people. It is estimated that for the beginning of 2021, 1.3 million people will be in need of some form of 
humanitarian assistance, an increase of 40 per cent, compared to 2020.   

Since the suspension of hostilities in southern Tripoli in June 2020, some 36,000 people have returned home. However, 
across the country, more than 392,000 people remain displaced. The rate of these returns has been constrained by a lack 
of basic services, which were damaged during the conflict and the presence of booby traps, including IEDs, landmines and 
explosive remnants of war that continue to present grave protection risks until they can be safely cleared.  

 

Assisting refugees at Tripoli naval base after their interception 
at sea and return to Libya. (UNHCR/Ahmed Ben Madi) 

Progress 

* As of 3 November 2020 
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As the broader conflict has cooled, inter-group violence between GNA-aligned armed groups in the West has increased. 
This has included, in some instances, the use of heavy weapons in urban areas. There have been clashes reported in 
Tajoura in late September, between rival groups in Tripoli in early October and most recently in Tarhuna. 

The socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 continue to erode people’s living standards and access to public services. Fuel 
shortages and continuous power cuts have also severely affected people’s living conditions, as well as impacting the 
functioning of health facilities.  
 

Migrants and refugees returned to Libya exceeds 10,000 
By the end of October, almost 10,400 migrants and refugees who have tried to reach Europe by crossing the Mediterranean 
have been intercepted or rescued and returned to Libya by the coast guard, according to IOM. This is more than for all of 
2019 (recording 9,200 people intercepted and returned to Libya). In addition to those that have been returned to Libya, at 
least 570 people are known to have drowned making the attempt. 

This month saw a significant reduction in the number of people intercepted at sea compared to previous months, which 
follows a seasonal trend as fewer boats depart Libya due to deteriorating weather conditions with the coming winter. The 
number of migrants and refugees intercepted or rescued and returned to Libya in October 2020 was half as many as those 
recorded in the same month last year, with 521 migrants and refugees this year, compared to 1,131 people in 2019.  

In late September and October, there were a number of incidents that highlighted the risks for those migrants and refugees 
who remain in Libya. In late September, more than 300 migrants, including women and children, were arrested in Sabratha 
and detained in an unofficial detention site. The UN and humanitarian partners were able to negotiate access to the site to 
provide assistance. 

The Ministry of Interior’s Directorate for Combatting Illegal Migration (DCIM) has closed a number of official detention 
centres along the coastal areas in the west. The UN and partners have been supporting the most vulnerable of those 
migrants, persons of concern and refugees to find shelter in urban communities and providing them with additional basic 
assistance. According to UNHCR and IOM, as of the beginning of November, almost 2,400 people, 12 per cent who are 
women and 27 per cent who are children, are being held in official detention centres in Libya.  

However, many more are being held in unofficial sites to which the UN and humanitarian partners do not have access. The 
humanitarian community in Libya continues to urge for greater steps by the authorities against smugglers and traffickers 
and for finding alternatives to detention. 

  

Monthly disembarkation trends: 2019 and 2020 (source: IOM) 
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Limited supplies affected COVID-19 response and disrupt child vaccinations 
According to the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), in October, a further 26,328 people tested positive for COVID-
19 and 301 people have died. This brings the total number of confirmed cases in Libya to 62,045 cases and 871 deaths. 
This is a 76 per cent increase in the number of cases since the previous month. The municipalities reporting the largest 
increases in confirmed cases in October included Tripoli, Misrata, Benghazi and Azzawya.  

While capacity for testing has increased with 27 laboratories operating in the country, capacity remains largely concentrated 
in the country’s largest urban areas. Furthermore, the continued closure of primary health care facilities as a result of 
shortages of health care workers, power cuts and lack of personal protective equipment is affecting the capacity of the 
health system to combat the pandemic, while simultaneously providing essential health services. These includes 
reproductive health care, services for children under five years of age and treatment for patients with non-communicable 
diseases.  

The south of the country has been particularly affected by power cuts and fuel shortages. All four designated isolation 
centres and laboratories undertaking testing in the region announced intermittent closures of testing facilities due to 
difficulties in maintaining operations amid blackouts and fuel shortages, but also because of a lack of testing and diagnostic 
supplies. As a result, for the beginning of October, municipalities in the south did not record any new cases for more than a 
week. While testing has recommenced, the number of tests being performed remains low. The four isolation centres 
remained closed, although a temporary facility has been opened in Sebha.  

In addition to challenges responding to COVID-19, over the past seven months, unprecedented vaccine shortages in the 
country have disrupted children’s immunization schedules. The results of a recent assessment of vaccines in Libya showed 
that supplies of vaccines for common childhood diseases; TB, polio and measles, have run out, or will run out by the end of 
the year if no immediate measures are taken to procure and distribute additional supplies.  

The COVID-19 pandemic preventative measures, which have included the closure of international borders and movement 
restrictions, has led to delays in procuring and distributing vaccines and many vaccination centres have been forced to close 
due to shortages of personal protective equipment for health workers. This puts more than 250,000 children in Libya at risk 
of vaccine-preventable diseases.  

  

Density of confirmed COVID-19 cases and number of deaths (source: NCDC/WHO) 
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As food prices remain high, struggling vendors help where they can 
“People are only able to buy half of what they used to be able to 
buy with the same amount of money,” says Sayed*, a middle-
aged Egyptian vegetable store owner in Tripoli. He has been 
living in Libya for 30 years and has been selling vegetables for 
almost as long. 

"People struggle to get cash from the bank. Goods are expensive 
and supplies are in shortage. The prices have shot up due to the 
war, as well as frequent power and water cuts and increased 
transportation costs. Those who bought 2 kg [of vegetables] 
before, now only buy 1 kg," he said adding that his store saw a 
decline in sales over the past months because of the economic 
hardship and upsurge in prices people in Libya are facing. 

"Some customers buy on credit, some pay at the end of the 
month, some don't have enough [money], and I help them. I get 
people coming to my store asking if there are some leftovers. I 
gather some vegetables, like tomatoes, potatoes, onions, and 
give it to them," Sayed says. About two to three people come to 
his store each day, asking for help. Some who have purchased 
on credit never come back. 

Sayed is married and has two sons in school in Egypt. He plans to keep running his store a little while longer before moving 
back permanently. Although he is concerned about not being able to make a living back home, the current challenges might 
not leave him with any other option.  

*Name changed to protect his identity. 

Livelihood courses set the stage for Libya’s entrepreneurs 
When Farah moved from her home city of Tobruk to Zolton, western 
Libya, on the other side of the country, she was 16 and just married. 
When her husband lost his job, their only source of income, she did not 
have her family close by to turn to for support. Their financial situation 
grew more and more precarious, and they began relying on friends and 
charity to get by day-to-day.  

There seemed no alternative but to seek support, but Farah wanted to 
be able to provide for their three children herself. Without any schooling 
or formal training, she knew this would be difficult, but she was 
determined. 

In February 2020 Farah joined WFP’s vocational training for stylists, 
and eagerly began to learn, excited for the practical course and the soft 
skills class that would mean she would become employable.  

Even though the training had to be suspended in mid-March due to 
coronavirus restrictions, it resumed in September with strict COVID-19 
measures in place, and Farah was able to find work as she completed 
the course, which ended in October. 

“I’ve started working as a stylist from home, keeping safety measures 
in place, and as of the last month I’ve been able to be the provider for 
my family,” Farah proudly said. “This month we’ve been able to buy 
food for the children ourselves, milk, the things they need. It is a strong 
feeling.” 

WFP’s livelihood courses, implemented in western Libya through 
Libyan cooperating partner Kafaa, are geared toward the empowerment and resilience of vulnerable population groups, 
especially women and youth, through useful trainings that combine locally marketable skills with people’s interests. The 
courses also support with follow-up supplies for entrepreneurs like Farah and help find work. As of October, about 500 
people have been trained since July 2019. Trainings have also been expanded to the east of the country.  

Participant at a door and window making 
course (WFP/Kafaa)  

Sayed’s vegetable store (OCHA/Ahmed Rih) 
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Access 
In line with the HCT Access Strategy, the Humanitarian Access Working Group (HAWG) was re-established to reinvigorate 
the humanitarian community’s collective efforts in improving humanitarian access in Libya. The HAWG will serve as a 
strategic advisory body to the HCT. The scope of work involves strengthening five main areas that are pertinent to access; 
coordination/information sharing, policy, advocacy, operational presence and analysis, including analyses of access 
challenges through a participatory approach.  

Access constraints continued to decline with October seeing the lowest number of access challenges reported by partners 
since the launch of the Access Monitoring and Reporting Framework (AMRF) in March 2020. Partners reported a total of 
356 access constraints during the month, which is a 36 per cent decrease compared to last month. Mantikas in the West 
Region were affected by a total of 157 of the reported constraints (44 per cent). Challenges affecting the East and South 
made up 34 per cent and 22 per cent of reported constraints respectively.  

Bureaucratic restrictions impeding movement of humanitarian personnel into Libya continued to represent the highest 
proportion of reported constraints (54 per cent) but dropped by 32 per cent compared to September. On 6 October, the 
Humanitarian Coordinator in Libya met with the Minister of Interior to discuss a variety of issues affecting humanitarian 
operations.   

The HC discussed the issuance of visas for international staff working in Libya, where significant progress has been made 
although 34 per cent of visa submission for international NGO staff remain pending. Despite the relative progress, there is 
still a need for a long-term solution to the visa issues. The short validity of visas, which also impacts UN humanitarian staff 
makes it challenging to maintain consistent presence in the country. On import of humanitarian supplies, where some 
progress has been made on obtaining timely clearance at points of entry, a sustainable solution, particularly for health items 
is urgently required. Health items continue to be detained at sea and airports across the country. Long delays may require 
some items to be disposed of having already passed their expiry period. An additional topic was exploring ways to facilitate 
and expedite the resumption of voluntary repatriation flights of migrants, which were suspended after re-starting in August 
due to COVID-19 flight disruptions, departure processes for resettling refugees in third countries. 

Restrictions of movement within Libya represent 21 per cent of the reported constraints. COVID-19 movement measures 
and stringent internal security requirements continue to limit humanitarians’ ability to deliver assistance. On a positive note, 
the first domestic flight between Tripoli and Benghazi in 17 months took place on 23 October, the same day the ceasefire 
agreement was signed. An end to fighting, along with stipulations in the agreement that allow for open movement along the 
three main supply roads in the country will not only benefit affected populations, but also allow humanitarians to function 
more effectively.  

A total of six incidents of interference in the implementation of humanitarian activities were reported during the month. These 
involved migrants and refugees in detention centers where some partners have reported challenges in accessing all affected 
detained migrants and refugees, as well as disembarkation points in Tripoli where insufficient time has been allowed to fully 
assess and address different needs of those being disembarked after being intercepted at sea. In one incident, a member 
of a humanitarian organization was arbitrarily detained by authorities during a distribution in a detention centre and was only 
released after some of the non-food items being distributed were handed over. As a result, the distribution was suspended.   

As humanitarian access continues to improve, humanitarian organizations have reached more than 309,000 people with 
humanitarian assistance up until the end of September. This includes support to 81,000 internally displaced people, 150,000 
vulnerable, conflict-affected Libyans and recent returnees and 79,000 migrants and refugees. Among those assisted, nearly 
119,000 people received unconditional food assistance, 107,000 people were supported with shelter assistance and 48,000 
people benefited from access to water, sanitation and hygiene items or services. Health partners continued to increase 
access to health services, providing more than 152,000 medical procedures and provided 2,200 health services providers 
with capacity building. More than 64,000 people received specialized protection services or awareness raising activities, 
including gender-based violence and child protection services and psychosocial support. Mine Action partners have cleared 
nearly 3,000 explosive hazards, including through explosive ordnance disposal, spot tasks and battle area clearance, which 
will not only protect lives, but facilitate returns.  

 

 

 

 

OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate for effective 
and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
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