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SITUATION OVERVIEW 
COVID-19 has continued to severely impact the Yemeni economy, resulting in the further depreciation of the Yemeni rial, 
particularly in the south. The deteriorating currency is compounded by the ongoing fuel crisis, which has resulted in the rising 
cost of locally produced goods, increased irrigation costs—by up to 80 per cent—and higher transportation costs. Food 
insecurity indicators are also worsening in southern governorates, with nearly 40 per cent of the population in assessed 
governorates projected to face acute malnutrition (IPC4) in the coming months. 

With almost a year passed since the first wave of escalating conflict along the outskirts of Marib, Al Jawf and Sana’a 
governorates, hostilities continue to intensify, with new frontlines reportedly opening. Civilians are bearing the brunt of 
these hostilities, seeing their homes and community infrastructure damaged as they are forced to flee to safer areas. IOM 
has recorded 158,256 new displacements since the start of 2020, most notably towards Marib city and surrounding areas, 
and if frontlines advance further, more secondary and tertiary displacements are anticipated as people who previously fled 
fighting are forced further east or south. In 2020, Marib city district alone has received an estimated 71,456 new IDPs (70% 
of people displaced into Marib this year) and as Marib city already hosted the largest displacement site (37,498 IDP residents) 
in Yemen, community and public resources are being further overstretched. 

Against this landscape, increased numbers of migrants are becoming stranded in governorates like Aden and Marib—
estimated at 5,000 and 4,000 individuals respectively—due to COVID-19 related movement restrictions. In the north, IOM 
continues to receive reports of indiscriminate arrests, detention and forced transfers of migrants to southern governorates, 
and continues to advocate against these practices. However, with limited options to return home or continue to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), some migrants are making the perilous return journey through smuggler networks across 
the Gulf of Aden to Djibouti, with the hope of making it home. On 03 October, eight migrants died at sea while making this 
journey while another 12 people died on 15 October. IOM’s priority continues to be providing relief assistance to stranded 
migrants, and the Organization is making progress at the regional level for the resumption of voluntary humanitarian returns 
(VHR) to Ethiopia that will facilitate the safe, dignified and voluntary return of Ethiopian migrants. 

Access constraints continue to be faced by the humanitarian community across Yemen but remain particularly restrictive 
in northern governorates. Over 19 million people are currently estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance in 
hard-to-reach areas, while some 7.6 million people are affected by operational access restrictions.  After nearly a month of 
closure, three weekly flights to Sana’a airport resumed throughout the month of October, allowing humanitarian staff and 
supplies into the country, including much needed COVID-19 and health supplies. IOM’s interventions in northern 
governorates continue to be severely impacted and while the operational space in the south is notably more open, 
insecurity along frontlines are increasingly impacting service delivery.
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IOM's CCCM team teaches mask sewing to displaced women in Al Jufainah Camp, Marib ©IOM 2020 
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HEALTH

IOM is providing material and human resource support to 17 health facilities 
across Al Jawf, Aden, Sada’a, Al Bayda, Amanat Al Asimah, Lahj, Marib, and 
Shabwah governorates and all 17 health facilities have received personal protective 
equipment (PPE). Through eight mobile health teams, IOM is providing access to 
emergency health assistance in displacement sites and along key migratory routes in 
Aden, Lahj and Marib governorates. In October, 18,512 people, including 6,112 
migrants, received access to health services through IOM’s support. The IOM health 
team also conducted medical screening for 17 migrants and 24 refugees in anticipation 
of participation in migrant voluntary humanitarian return (VHR) and refugee 
resettlement programmes. The health team conducted 2,329 fitness-to-work 
screenings for IOM’s ongoing Cash for Work campaign to support stranded 
migrants with temporary livelihoods opportunities in coordination with the migrant 
protection team. IOM's mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) teams 
conducted recreational activities and psychological awareness sessions for migrants 
in Sana’a and Aden on World Mental Health Day (10 October) as Aden recently 
witnessed a small increase in the number of people seeking MHPSS services. 

In October, it was also announced by the Global Drug Facility (GDF)/Stop TB Partnership 
that 11,680 Xpress SAS-CoV-2 Tests for COVID-19 will be donated to Yemen 
through the current Global Fund (GF) Middle East Response (MER) project, 
faciliated by IOM in Yemen. IOM also assessed six health facilities this month, in 
Lahj, Taizz, and Al Hudaydah governorates to determine avenues for support. 
Potential recommendations for support include enhancing COVID-19 testing 
capacity at one of the facilities, a COVID-19 treatment centre. 

A clinical laboratory technician carries our examination of tests at a clinic supported by IOM in Taizz ©IOM 2020
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CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

IOM continues to manage IDP hosting sites and coordinate assistance for 
IDPs in Marib, Taizz and Ibb governorates. With displacements within and to 
Marib accounting for over half of all conflict-related displacements in Yemen in 
2020, IOM continues to scale up emergency response activities with partners 
and across all IOM-supported sites. In October, CCCM trainings were 
conducted with 52 camp committee members, camp managers, CCCM 
partner staff, and site focal points on camp management, coordination, 
needs identification and protection mainstreaming. In Marib, the construction 
and equipping of five children’s playgrounds was completed in five 
displacement sites in Marib city, Al Wadi and Sirwah districts, benefitting 5,968 
children. Through COVID-19 response activities and community 
mobilization, 6,127 people received 14,222 masks woven by female IDPs from 
the displaced communities in Marib city and Al Wadi; awareness materials/
posters on COVID mitigation measures were also distributed in Raghwan 
district.

The construction of shelters for the relocation of 102 households (HHs) from 
Almuasasa IDP site is on-going in Marib city. IOM also demarcated a new site 
for 500 vulnerable migrants in Batha Bin Muayili site, Marib Al Wadi district, 
where the migrant community is being supported by the protection team. In 
IOM-supported sites that are prone to floods, IOM conducts awareness 
sessions, distributes flood prevention awareness brochures, and forms 
committees who lead the filling of sandbags and their placement around all 
tents to prevent floods damage through Cash for Work. In October, IOM 
distributed these sandbags along with maintenance/cleaning tools across 11 IDP 
sites in Ibb, benefitting 440 individuals.

14,071 IDP households
living in 56 IOM-supported 

sites

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) 

As a durable, mid-term shelter solution, IOM continues to construct transitional 
shelters for IDPs. The construction of 250 transitional shelters in Albeerain IDP 
site in south Taizz and 200 transitional shelters in Al Maseel IDP site in Marib 
has been completed, while assessments to explore potential locations to 
construct additional shelters in Aden and the west coast of Yemen are ongoing. 
In October, a joint field assessment with a shelter partner and the Executive 
Unit for Internally Displaced Persons (Executive Unit) was conducted in five 
IDP sites in Aden to identify transitional shelter needs. A coordination meeting 
with relevant partners and the Executive Unit identified the Al Saudi Institute 
IDP site as a suitable location for the next transitional shelter project. The 
shelter design continues to be modified and designed in line with IDP 
needs, feedback from focus group discussions and the availability of materials in 
the local market. IOM also provides training and supervision to IDPs throughout 
the construction process and cash for materials and tools. In October, 1,539 
HHs (10,772 individuals) were reached with non-food items and emergency 
shelter kits (ESKs) across six governorates through the IOM-led Contingency 
Pipeline partners, in addition to 111 HHs reached by IOM directly with NFI and 
shelter assistance.

Infrastructure and  � 
maintenance projects
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2,490 HHs provided 
with Multi-Purpose 
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IN FOCUS: IOM HELPS ADEN CITY REHABILITATE THEIR CITY WATER NETWORK

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

As part of regular hygiene promotion activities, IOM’s 
community hygiene volunteers in IDP hosting sites in 
Marib, Taizz and Abyan governorates conducted 1,333 
household visits and focus group discussions and 
placed posters with hygiene messaging across various IDP 
hosting sites, benefiting 11,018 individuals. The messaging 
focused on open defecation, the prevention of diarrhoea 
or Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD), the preparation 
of Oral Rehydration Solution (ORS) and the maintenance 
of water sources. Additional messaging this month 
focused on handwashing in line with ongoing cleaning and 
handwashing campaigns in Marib, Aden and Lahj and the 
celebration of Global Handwashing Day. 

121%
Target 

Reached

Access to safe 
water

94,019 People
supported

Water supply rehabilitation 
activities 

53%
Target 

Reached

10,619 People
supported

A part of the Aden city water mines that IOM rehabilitated 
reaching 35,000 people ©IOM 2020

Hygiene promotion activities were also followed by monitoring visits to measure the impact of the previous hygiene messages 
which were introduced to the community as well as their acceptance and practice. As part of migrant response activities 
in Aden, the WASH team distributed 2,400 basic hygiene kits and mosquito nets to migrants at the migrant registration 
point in Al Basateen area. Water trucking continued in Marib, Taiz, Ibb, Al Hudaydah and Aden governorates, benefitting a 
total of 85,439 individuals. The IOM WASH team also carried out 13 WASH assessments to identify needs, inform strategic 
planning, and design upcoming assistance and response activities in Marib governorate.  

Three districts in Aden city—home to around 35,000 people—
have improved access to clean water thanks to an IOM 
collaboration with the Local Water and Sanitation Corporation. 
The water networks’ main lines had been facing water difficulties 
for some time. The pipes and valves in the water network were 
not functioning properly, and the local authorities were worried 
that dirty wastewater could soon start seeping into pipes carrying 
drinking water. But the items needed to fix the City’s issue were 
both expensive and unavailable in the local market.

“When we visited the districts and inspected the water networks, 
we saw the problem that the local authorities had described to 
us,” said Mohammed Abdalla, member of IOM’s water, sanitation 
and hygiene team in Aden and an engineer by training.

“We were worried that the wastewater could impact the health 
of the communities living there so we knew we had to act fast 
to support this rehabilitation project. Given the high number 
of displaced people living in these three districts, we also 
wanted to ensure that there would not be competition 
between the displaced families and local community over access 
to clean water in the future,” explained Abdalla.

IOM carried out the rehabilitation works over six months. 
During the course of the project, the team faced issues with 
procuring the items needed, given the COVID-19 pandemics 
impact on international trade. IOM also ensured that the Local 
Water and Sanitation Corporation are the ones able to 
control the valves and the water network to ensure that the 
water is distributed fairly. Previously, in the old system, it was 
easier for anyone to tamper with the valves.
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TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

1,973 individuals
benefitted from cash for 
work, vocational training 

and small grants assistance 

In October, multi-purpose cash assistance (MPCA) was provided to 700 beneficiaries from 
vulnerable host communities in Marib and to 78 flood-affected IDP households in Seiyun 
(Hadramaut). IOM and partners donated 201 metal waste containers to the Marib Cleaning 
Fund and the Hadramaut Cleaning Fund, which were distributed to waste collection sites to 
help improve public sanitation and expand the public waste collection system. IOM 
also distributed small business start-up kits to 323 beneficiaries of makeup, sewing, graphic 
design, aluminum works, electrical wiring, and hairdressing courses in Tarim and Seiyun this 
month. Cash for work activities in Hadramaut were also ongoing, supporting 350 
beneficiaries involved in cleaning campaigns and street rehabilitation. IOM also continued 
coordination with the Education Cluster and the Offices of Education in Hadramaut, 
Aden and Lahj on the selection of target priority schools for rehabilitation and capacity 
building activities. 

University of Hadramaut pharmacy students prepare hand sanitizer to be distributed to the local community ©IOM 2020

IN FOCUS: THE PHARMACY STUDENTS FIGHTING COVID-19 IN YEMEN

“We are producing hand sanitizer in line with the World Health Organization’s standards,” said Fatima, a Yemeni pharmacy 
student at the University of Hadramaut. “It is now well known that sanitizer is one of the most important substances that 
can prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus,” she added, explaining why she and other students—60 in total—have 
come together to produce 10,000 bottles of hand sanitizer, with support from IOM.

Carrying hand sanitizer has become a vital part of most people’s daily routine. But in Yemen, where an estimated 70 per 
cent of people do not even have access to simple soap, it would be wishful thinking to assume that sanitizer is in ample 
supply. “COVID-19 has touched the whole world. It has affected developed countries, so what impact do you think it has 
had on Yemen?” said Ahmed, Fatima’s fellow classmate.

“First, we start by mixing the substances: ethanol, hydrogen peroxide, glycerin, and distilled water. We fill the bottles and 
seal them. Then it’s on to delivery with the finished product,” said Ahmed, explaining the process the students are using. 
The bottles are being distributed to vulnerable communities in Hadramaut, the same governorate where the 
university is located. Before working on this project, the students were waiting for the university to reopen.

“COVID-19 has affected us badly. It stopped all aspects of life, and now our lives are paralysed. As for us, 
students, the university was shut, just like schools and mosques,” said Fatima.

The students’ problems did not end when they were called to take part in this project; COVID-19 has also disrupted 
their production process to a degree. Despite the difficulties, Fatima, Ahmed and their classmates are happy to be part of 
their community’s fight against COVID-19. They also received financial incentives for their work on the project.
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PROTECTION

As the conflict escalates along the outskitrts of Marib and Al Jawf governorates, many civilians 
are forced to flee their communities. The influx of IDPs into Marib city and surrounding 
areas is overwheming local services and public resources, as well as the already 
overcrowded IDP sites, where service gaps are widespread. Against this backdrop, the threat 
of evictions and lack of documentation are among the main protection concerns reported in 
IDP sites, together with access to education and employment. In October, IOM conducted 
protection screenings with vulnerable IDPs, assisting 123 individuals with protection assistance 
or referrals to other services such as shelter, health assistance, civil documentation, and/or legal 
aid, among others. 

176%

Protection Screening

Target 
Reached

883 Protection screening 
interviews

43%
Target 

Reached

Migrants Assisted

5,487 Migrants received
humanitarian assistance

123 IDPs received
protection assistance 
or referrals for other 

services

IOM also continued to provide critical humanitarian 
assistance to extremely vulnerable migrants across Sana’a, 
Aden, and Marib governorates, reaching a total of 5,487 
migrants in October with food, water, and critical hygiene, 
shelter and NFI items. In Aden, preparations continued 
for the Government of Ethiopia (GoE) consular team 
visit to Aden to conduct nationality verification. IOM 
Yemen has provided an initial list of 1,400 migrants to 
the GoE and is hoping to agree upon additional rounds 
of VHR to assist the remaining thousands of Ethiopian 
migrants who have already been registered (2,629) or 
will be registered in the upcoming weeks.

IOM holds COVID-19 awareness sessions for migrants in the Aden Migrant Response Point waiting area ©IOM 2020
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here. 

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN OCTOBER 2020 WERE SUPPORTED BY

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)

Rapid Displacement Tracking (RDT) activities continued 
in the 13 governorates where IOM has access, tracking 
2,212 HHs displaced in October, mainly from and within 
Marib, Al Dhale'e, Taizz and Al Hudaydah governorates. 
In total, 26,376 HHs have been displaced so far in 2020. 

2,289 Households
displaced due to conflict  

1,038 Migrant arrivals

26,376 HHs

Total Displacement in 2020

Aug Sep OctJulyJuneMayAprilMarchFebJan

2019

2020
Arrivals down 

by 92% 

Throughout the month of October, no Yemeni returnees from the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA) were recorded. Migrant arrivals to Yemen continued to be lower when 
compared to 2019, though October 2020 witnessed a slight increase compared with 
the previous two months (August and September). DTM recorded 1,038 new migrant 
arrivals in Yemen through Lahj, Shabwah and Hadramaut, originating from Ethiopia 
(91%) and Somalia (9%). Migrant arrivals in October 2020 were over 12 times less than 
arrivals recorded in October 2019 when 12,905 people entered the country.   

Migrant Arrivals in Yemen 2019 & 2020

https://dtm.iom.int/yemen



