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EAST & HORN OF AFRICA 
COVID-19 SITUATION REPORT - #7
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DJIBOUTI
RECOVERED: 1,185

DEATHS: 18

SOMALIA
RECOVERED: 265
DEATHS: 67

KENYA
RECOVERED: 408
DEATHS: 55

UNITED REPUBLIC 
OF TANZANIA
RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 20
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 245
DEATHS: 0

UGANDA
RECOVERED: 69
DEATHS: 0

SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED: 6
DEATHS: 10

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 39

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 181

DEATHS: 6

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

54,352 
Migrant movements observed (DTM, 
April 2020) (82% reduction as 
compared to March)

1,725 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the 
Horn (DTM, April 2020) (reduction of 
74% as compared to March)

6.3M
IDPs (April 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA) 
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EHOA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The impact of COVID-19 on East and Horn of Africa (EHoA) continues to play out with 
severe negative consequences for migrants, including IDPs and other vulnerable groups. 
The number of positive cases continues to rise, with over 8,800 people now infected 
with the disease in the region. Air, land, sea, other border closures, and movement 
restrictions remain in place throughout the region, to try and reduce the spread of the 
disease. Governments are focused on ramping up testing capacity, voluntary testing, 
contact tracing, acquiring Personal Protective Equipment, and ensuring social distancing 
measures, as part of COVID-19 response and mitigation strategies.

As of May 28, the number of positive COVID-19 case in EHoA stands at 8,841. In the 
last day 618 new cases have been confirmed, most emanating from Djibouti, with 229 
positive tests, an increase of 9.3% in a 24 hour period. Followed by South Sudan with 
188 new cases, an increase of 23.3%. There are 123 new cases in Kenya, an increase of 
9.1%, followed by Ethiopia, where there are 30 new cases, an increase of 4.3%. Followed 
by Uganda, with 28 new cases, an increase of 11.1%. Djibouti, Kenya and South Sudan 
have reported the highest number of COVID-19 confirmed cases since the pandemic 
emerged. Djibouti remains the country with the highest number of COVID-19 cases, 
with 2,697 (30.5% of total cases in the region), followed by Somalia with 1,731 cases 
(19.6%), and lastly, Kenya, 1,471 cases, (16.6%). The number of deaths in the region 
stands at 178. Somalia has the highest reported number of deaths with 67 deaths, 
(3.9% of the total), Kenya with 55 deaths (3.7%), followed by Tanzania with 21 deaths 
(4.1% of cases). Over 2,600 case victims (29.4% of cases in the region) have recovered 
from COVID-19. Uganda reports 21 truck drivers arriving from South Sudan having 
tested positive for the disease. A joint WHO, IOM, East African Community  strategy 
for COVID-19 management along transport corridors will be published soon.   

IOM is supporting governments throughout the region respond to COVID-19 with 
disease surveillance, infection prevention and control, case management, and at ‘Points 
of Entry (PoEs)’. This includes immediate assistance in health clinic and quarantine 
centres. Providing hygiene and sanitation facilities, monitoring and mapping of people’s 
movements in displacement sites and at borders, among other activities. 

Migrants and similar vulnerable groups are disproportionately negatively impacted by 
COVID-19, compared to ordinary citizens. Displacement settings by nature are more 
exposed to the spread of the disease due to overcrowding, over-representation of pre-
existing health conditions and poor WASH facilities. Migrants are typically not captured 
by national response plans and often lack access to national public health systems. The 
economic impact of restrictions on movement is particularly catastrophic for these 
groups, many of whom need to cross borders in search of jobs and opportunities, 
or to trade. Thousands of migrants in the region are stranded in places like Somalia 
and Djibouti. Thousands have been involuntarily returned to their countries of origin. 
Migrants are also disproportionately at risk of  experiencing stigma, xenophobia, and 
being scapegoated for spreading the infection.

The number of 
positive cases 
continues to rise, 
with over 8,800 
people now 
infected with the 
disease in the 
region.

A joint WHO, 
IOM, East African 
Community  
strategy for 
COVID-19 
management along 
transport corridors 
will be published 
soon.

Migrants and 
similar vulnerable 
groups are 
disproportionately 
negatively impacted 
by COVID-19, 
compared to 
ordinary citizens.
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Partnerships and Coordination

IOM Ethiopia continues to work with the national government in various quarantine 
centres across the country. IOM in South Sudan is a part of the national authority’s 
Strategic Advisory Group, National Task Force, and COVID-19 National Steering 
Committee.  IOM Uganda is co-lead on the Thematic Working Group on Refugees 
and Displacement in relation to COVID-19 response together with UNHCR. IOM 
together with WHO are acting as as co-leads in the development of a Public Health 
Emergency Response Plan at ‘Points of Entry’ (PoEs).  

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

Over 122,200, migrants, other vulnerable groups and host communities have been 
reached with COVID-19 hygiene awareness messages by IOM Ethiopia, through door 
to door campaigns, mass mobilization and leaflets. 61 hygiene promoters have been 
trained on COVID-19 prevention messaging. Over 4,000 water, health and sanitation 
(WASH) kits and nearly 1,800 pieces of soap have been provided to the most needy. IOM 
Rwanda is distributing COVID-19 related information, education and communication 
material to border communities and refugees, in collaboration with WHO, UNICEF 
and UNHCR.  IOM South Sudan has reached over 43,890 people with messages on 
COVID-19 including information on signs and symptoms and prevention measures. In 
Somalia, over 28,000 people including Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) have been 
directly and indirectly reached about  COVID-19 hygiene prevention, through mobile 
health teams and mobile clinics, focussing on identifying symptoms, case referral and 
social distancing measures, and over an additional 3,000 households. IOM has also 
trained 54 hygiene promoters. IOM in Kenya is working with partners such as the 
International Rescue Committee to train security personnel on COVID-19 infection 
prevention and control. 

IOM RESPONSE  IOM in South Sudan 
is a part of the 
national authority’s 
Strategic Advisory 
Group, National 
Task Force, and 
COVID-19 National 
Steering Committee.

IOM is advocating for migrants, including IDPs to be fully included in all national 
COVID-19 responses in the region. The economic and social and economic impact of 
COVID-19 is set to negatively impact these vulnerable groups the most. IOM wishes 
to continue to provide support and assistance to meet the needs of this community. A 
regional appeal for East & Horn of Africa for $71.6M was launched in April, however 
approximately 70% of the funds required remain unmet - Link to appeal: https://
ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-
and-response-plan-covid-19

Funding Requirement: $71.6M

Funding Received: $21.3M

Funding Gap: 70%

Over 122,200, 
migrants, other 
vulnerable 
groups and host 
communities have 
been reached with 
COVID-19 hygiene 
awareness messages 
by IOM Ethiopia

IOM South Sudan 
has reached over 
43,890 people 
with messages on 
COVID-19 including 
information on signs 
and symptoms and 
prevention measures.

https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
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Disease Surveillance 

IOM Rwanda has trained 59 immigration, health and customs officers stationed at 
various ports of entry, with COVID-19 disease surveillance and prevention measures. 
IOM Ethiopia continues to train personnel working with migrant returnees at 
quarantine centres on COVID-19 prevention. 77 police and 39  health workers assigned 
to different quarantine centres in Addis Ababa, the capital,  have been trained on 
infection prevention by IOM. IOM is also providing hygiene kits to migrant returnees 
in quarantine. 

The deployment of IOM Kenya medical personnel to support the national COVID-19 
response continues. IOM staff are assisting the authorities with surveillance, the 
management of 6 quarantine sites, and  data collection. IOM Uganda has participated 
in a two-day  joint assessment led by UNHCR to identify the vulnerabilities for refugee 
hosting communities to guard against the disease.  

Points of Entry

IOM Burundi is supporting the rehabilitation of waiting areas at PoEs to help with 
social distancing against as a COVID-19 reduction strategy. IOM in Rwanda is providing 
financial incentives to 86 frontline workers at various PoEs. IOM Somalia has provided 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to the Ministry of Health to be used at PoEs, and 
IOM and Ministry supported health facilities.  Over 3,260 people have been screened 
for COVID-19 with the support of IOM, and 21 Ministry of Health staff have been 
trained on awareness and prevention. IOM South Sudan has screened over 3,000 
people for COVID-19. IOM Uganda and South Sudan are partnering with the national 
health ministries in the two countries to discuss ‘harmonized accreditation’, related 
to clearance procedures including repatriation of persons who have tested positive, 
and contact tracing of truck drivers operating between the two nations’ border. IOM 
Tanzania, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health in Zanzibar is undertaking a 
technical review of a plan on exit and entry screening at the PoEs on the island to ward 
off COVID-19 risk.  

National Laboratory Systems

IOM Somalia has seconded a Health Advisor to support the government at the national 
laboratory on COVID-19 related test and diagnostic services, providing medical 
guidance on SOPs to mitigate the disease.

Infection Prevention and Control 

In Burundi IOM is participating in government led Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 
activities focused on adapting patient separation spaces in medical facilities to comply 
with IPC rules. IOM Ethiopia is training an additional 83 health workers on COVID-19 
in IPC.  IOM Kenya community health workers currently supporting the Ministry of 
Health in quarantine sites are training hotel and auxiliary staff at hotel accommodation 
being used for quarantine, on COVID-19 awareness. IOM Somalia continues with 
community sensitization sessions on hygiene and sanitation. Approximately 800 
households have been provided with hygiene kits, while 6 hygiene promoters have 
been sent to border regions to bolster anti-COVID-19 efforts. IOM has also installed 
50 handwashing points at various places across the country. In South Sudan IOM 
is supporting hygiene facilities at four IOM-operated PoEs and IOM-operated health 
facilities. Nearly 500 handwashing stations have also constructed and mainted. 

IOM Burundi is 
supporting the 
rehabilitation of 
waiting areas at PoEs 
to help with social 
distancing against as a 
COVID-19 reduction 
strategy.

IOM Uganda and South 
Sudan are partnering 
with the national 
health ministries in 
the two countries to 
discuss ‘harmonized 
accreditation’, related to 
clearance procedures 
including repatriation 
of persons who have 
tested positive.

IOM Tanzania, in 
collaboration with 
the Ministry of 
Health in Zanzibar 
is undertaking a 
technical review of 
a plan on exit and 
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PoEs on the island to 
ward off COVID-19 
risk.
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Case Management and Continuity of Essential Services

In Djibouti IOM is working on rehabilitating a public clinic in the capital, providing 
medical services to locals and migrants.  IOM is also providing, Non-Food Items (NFIs) 
to 126 migrants at a government quarantine site in Ali Sabieh, outside of the capital. 
Assistance is also being given to 68 vulnerable migrants in the Migration Response 
Centre (MRC) in Obock. IOM Somalia continues to provide assistance to stranded 
Ethiopian migrants through Migration Response Centres (MRCs) and Ethiopian 
Community Centres (ECCs) in Bossaso. The centres provide essential services, including 
health assistance, psychosocial support and provision of NFIs. More than  2,330 people 
were reached with COVID-19 awareness information in neighbourhoods with a high 
number of returnees. Approximately 300 migrants at  two informal settlements in 
Bossaso are receiving water supplies.  IOM Tanzania continues to support WHO with 
the  secondment of medical staff to support in clinical management of cases and to 
ensure COVID-19 treatment protocols and guidelines are in place.  IOM has seconded 
two medical doctors to assist with case management in Kigoma and Dar es Salaam.

Logistics, Procurement and Supply Management

IOM Kenya has donated PPEs to the  Directorate of Immigration and Citizen Services 
to support activities at the PoEs. In South Sudan approximately 16,700 households have 
been provided with hygiene products such as soap, buckets and latrine construction 
materials. The UK Department For International Development, Office for U.S. Foreign 
Disaster Assistance, and UN Central Emergency Response Fund is supporting these 
activities. 

Protection

IOM Tanzania continues to provide Sexual and Gender Based Violence protection 
support to migrants and vulnerable communities including referral for case management, 
counselling, shelter and mental health psychosocial support (MSPSS) services for 
persons, particularly those  negatively impacted by COVID-19. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

IOM Somalia has  reached over 100 IDP leaders with COVID-19 awareness information 
impacting tens of thousands.  IOM South Sudan continues to integrate COVID-19 
risk communication and community awareness messages by promoting community-
led information sharing initiatives, by engaging community leaders and influencers to 
disseminate information on COVID-19, in displacement camps, as well as correcting 
unverified information and rumors.  In Bentiu IOM has supported health partners in 
prevention and response by allocating the library area as a COVID-19 holding facility 
to be managed by Medecins Sans Frontier (MSF). 

In Djibouti IOM 
is working on 
rehabilitating a 
public clinic in the 
capital, providing 
medical services to 
locals and migrants.
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Displacement Tracking Matrix

DTM has developed a global mobility database to map and gather data on the 
COVID-19 impacted locations, status and different restrictions at Points of Entry 
(PoEs), globally. Within the region, IOM assessed 454 locations. In Ethiopia DTM will 
resume its mobility tracking assessment work from 1 June a month long delay due to 
COVID precautionary measures. The tracking tool is supported by the deployment of 
dedicated enumerators to optimize information updates. DTM teams are supporting 
site management officials nationwide by disseminating COVID-19 awareness materials 
and are supporting quarantine facility assessments in coordination with the Migration 
Management Unit. IOM Somalia continues to raise awareness among migrants crossing 
the border at seven Flow Monitoring Points (FMPs). Information on COVID-19 has 
been distributed to over 1,620 people. 

Addressing Socio-Economic Impact

IOM Uganda is preparing a report in collaboration with UN  agencies on the socio-
economic impact of COVID-19, with a view to re-aligning programming to respond to 
COVID-19. DTM teams in South Sudan produced a document on mobile populations 
of concern for the UN Framework, to address the  socio-economic response to 
COVID-19.

DTM has developed 
a global mobility 
database to map 
and gather data 
on the COVID-19 
impacted locations, 
status and different 
restrictions at 
Points of Entry 
(PoEs), globally.

The staff is engaged in conducting community health, hygiene and sanitation promotion activities for WASH, 
MHD and CCCM’s community mobilisers as well as field enumerators. Photo: Muse Mohammed © IOM

The tracking tool 
is supported by 
the deployment 
of dedicated 
enumerators to 
optimize information 
updates.
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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Status of other border points Status of international flights*

International travel is allowed with 
mandatory quarantine for the arriving 
passengers.

The passengers from the certain 
COVID-19 a�ected countries are not 
allowed to enter the country while others 
need to go through the quarantine.

All international �ights are suspended.
" Partial closure

" Closed for entry and exit

" Unknown

" Open for entry and exit

"| Sea Border Point

"n Land Border Point

Disputed Areas

Countries East and Horn of Africa

*Details of the travel restriction can be found on 
IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

SOURCE: 
International Air Transport Association (IATA)
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

DATE: 21 May 2020

DISCLAIMER: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not imply 
o�cial endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

Travel Restrictions in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region

Regional Data Hub | RDH


