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EAST & HORN OF AFRICA COVID-19 
SITUATION REPORT - #26
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DJIBOUTI
RECOVERED: 5,353

DEATHS: 61

SOMALIA
RECOVERED: 3,010
DEATHS: 99

KENYA
RECOVERED: 27,331
DEATHS: 743

UNITED REPUBLIC 
OF TANZANIA
RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 472
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 3,246
DEATHS: 29

UGANDA
RECOVERED: 5,588
DEATHS: 85

SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED: 2,560
DEATHS: 50

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 358

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 34,960

DEATHS: 1,238

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

115,794
Migrant movements observed 
(DTM, August 2020) (67% reduction 
compared to August 2019)

316 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the Horn 
(DTM, August 2020) (91% reduction 
compared to August 2019)

6.3M
IDPs (August 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA)
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EHoA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of people with COVID-19 in East and Horn of Africa continues to 
increase with 147,059 people now infected. Migrants, including Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) are among the vulnerable groups likely to face the worst impact of 
the pandemic, compared to non-migrants. Migrants and those living in displacement 
settings are more likely to be exposed to the conditions in which COVID-19 spreads, 
which includes limited access to sanitation, poorer and makeshift living conditions, and 
overcrowded settings. These groups may also have an over-representation of pre-
existing health issues and lack access to COVID-19 preventatives, such as Personal 
Protective Equipment, including face coverings, sanitizer and gloves. They are also likely 
not to be able to practice social distancing. Thousands of migrants across the East & 
Horn of Africa region are currently stranded, due to border closures and movement 
restrictions created by COVID-19. Many are in need of food, water, medical assistance 
and transport. Migrants are also at greater risk of being returned to their countries 
of origin against their will. In some cases, migrants are experiencing detention, abuse, 
stigma and xenophobia, being blamed for the spread of the disease.

As of October 7, the number of positive COVID-19 cases in the region stands at 
147,057. 898 new cases have been reported in the last day with most new cases 
reported in Ethiopia (566 daily increase 0.7%), followed by Uganda (178 daily increase 
2.0%), Kenya (138 daily increase 0.3%) and South Sudan (8 daily increase 0.3%). Ethiopia 
remains the country with the highest number of confirmed cases in the region at 
80,003 (54.4% of total case), followed by Kenya 39,586 (26.9%), followed by Uganda 
9,260 (6.3%). 

IOM is working with governments throughout the region to respond to the impact 
of COVID-19 in the areas of protection, risk communication, disease surveillance, 
infection prevention and control, case management, ‘Points of Entry’ (PoEs),  Camp 
Coordination and Management, procurement and logistics, and in others. IOM is 
advocating for all migrants, including IDPs, to be included in all national government 
responses to the fight against COVID-19. A regional financial appeal to assist migrant 
groups in East and Horn of Africa was launched in April for $71.6M. So far, 71% of the 
required funds have been raised. 

Link to the EHoA COVID-19 appeal document; https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/
iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19

In August IOM launched an appeal to specifically respond to the needs of migrants on 
the ‘Eastern Route’ from the Horn of Africa to Yemen.

Link to the Regional Migrant Response Plan for Horn of Africa and Yemen’ (RMRP) 
2020 Appeal: https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/regional-migrants-response-plan-
horn-africa-and-yemen-2018-%E2%80%93-2020

The number 
of COVID-19 
cases in East 
and Horn of 
Africa continues 
to increase with 
139,026 people 
now infected.

Thousands of 
migrants across 
the East & Horn 
of Africa region 
are currently 
stranded, due to 
border closures 
and movement 
restrictions created 
by COVID-19.
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Partnerships and Coordination

IOM Ethiopia is working with the Government of Ethiopia in the management and 
coordination of COVID-19 quarantine facilities for migrants in Addis Ababa, and 32 
regions. A new agreement will see cash grants worth $1M USD distributed to over 
8,000 migrants who have returned due to COVID-19.

IOM South Sudan is working in partnership with the authorities as a member of 
the Strategic Advisory Group, National Task Force, COVID-19 National Steering 
Committee, and the Needs Analysis Working Group (NAWG), a key platform 
providing decision-makers and responders with data and analysis on impact and 
needs to help prioritize the COVID-19 response. IOM is also working in partnership 
with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the Rapid 
Response Fund (RRF), supported by the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA). IOM is also working with four partners including the International Rescue 
Committee, Medair, Norwegian Refugee Council and Networks for Health, on 
conducting health, water and sanitation, and hygiene activities with the support of 
the UN Central Emergency Response Fund to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
IOM Uganda has signed an MOU with the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office 
on the use of the IOM Clinic for humanitarian workers, including UN staff and 
their dependents in Uganda with COVID-19 related testing, health care, and in-
home monitoring. IOM in partnership with the Ministry of Health concluded 
an assessment of two border districts. The assessment revealed a shortage of 
testing kits and gaps in sample collection at the district laboratories. IOM is also 
procuring Infection Prevention and Control and Personal Protective Equipment to 
support nine Points of Entry. IOM Burundi took part in the IOM Integrated Border 
Management Worldwide online retreat which focussed on the impact of COVID-19 
impact on integrated border management activities. The retreat discussed ways to 
deliver better results in response to COVID-19. 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

IOM Ethiopia has reached over 13,800 people in East Wollega, East Harage, Dire 
Dawa, West Guji and Gedeo regions with risk communication and community 
engagement activities. Over 9,600 people in Jijigia. IOM Somalia has reached 
over 6,800 people with COVID-19 awareness activities. IOM South Sudan is 
mainstreaming COVID-19 response and prevention in all humanitarian, recovery, 
resilience, and development programming. In partnership with the Water Tankers 
Association IOM is carrying out awareness raising campaigns displaying Information, 
Education, and Communication (IEC) materials and playing pre-recorded messages 
through megaphones about how to prevent COVID-19. Over 5,000 people in 
Malakal, Bentiu, and Wau, were reached with key messages on mental health and 
psychosocial support aimed at behavioral change while tackling misinformation. 
In Abyei Administrative Area, over 400 people were reached with COVID-19 
awareness information. 

IOM Ethiopia 
is working with 
the Government 
of Ethiopia 
management 
and coordination 
of COVID-19 
quarantine facilities 
for migrants.

IOM Somalia 
has reached over 
6,800 people 
with COVID-19 
awareness activities.

IOM COUNTRY  RESPONSE

 IOM South Sudan 
is mainstreaming 
COVID-19 response 
and prevention in 
all humanitarian, 
recovery, resilience, 
and development 
programming.
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Disease Surveillance

IOM Burundi in collaboration with local health authorities and health workers 
preparations are under way for two trainings aimed at introducing Community Events 
Based Surveillance (CEBS) for COVID-19 response. IOM Ethiopia has received over 
37,300 migrant returnees since April. During the reporting period IOM has registered 
over 400 returnees while more than 700 are in quarantine facilities. IOM is providing 
items such as blankets, soaps, dignity kits, wash basins, waste bins, and mosquito nets, 
to migrants in quarantine facilities. IOM has also distributed food and water at the 
Points of Entry.  IOM is also assisting staff working in quarantine facilities with Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE). Migrants were provided with transportation assistance 
from quarantine facilities to their places of origin.  Over 300 returnees in Metema and 
Semera were provided with COVID-19 related information. 

Points of Entry

IOM Burundi has visited two PoEs to assess the progress of ongoing rehabilitation 
including the setting up of waiting areas as part of efforts to ensure COVID-19 
prevention. IOM Ethiopia has completed the construction of an emergency latrine, 
three blocks of communal shelters and the installation of a 14,000 litres capacity water 
tank at a PoE. IOM South Sudan continues with COVID-19 screening and has provided 
Infection Prevention and Control/Water Sanitation and Hygiene (IPC/WASH) support 
at three PoEs, including Juba International Airport in the capital. IPC and WASH support 
at the PoEs includes the supply of clean water through water trucking, rehabilitation 
and maintenance of sanitation facilities, construction and installation of handwashing 
facilities, and supply of IPC materials such as face masks, soap, and hand sanitizers. 
A total of 9,200 travelers have been screened for COVID-19 at Juba International 
Airport. IOM Tanzania has facilitated the development and technical review of 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) on exit and entry screening for COVID-19 and 
other public health events at the PoEs. The SOPs development workshop engaged 13 
experts drawn from Environmental Health, Epidemiology and Diseases Control, and 
Food, Water and Environment Sanitation sections, Emergency and Rapid Response 
Department, Communication Unit, Chief Pharmacist and Port Health units. The SOPs 
specifically apply to port health and border officials who deal with passengers/travelers 
at PoEs.

Infection Prevention and Control 

IOM Ethiopia has trained 50 health workers West Guji on COVID-19 IPC. IOM Somalia 
has reached over 18,700 people with hygiene promotion activities in Jubaland, Puntland 
and South West State. Some 300 people in Dhobley and Bossaso were provided with 
hygiene kits. IOM also has installed 14 handwashing stations and aired radio messages 
in Bossaso. IOM has recruited 21 hygiene promoters in Bossaso and Baidoa. IOM 
South Sudan is working with displaced communities and local organizations to produce 
over 7,700 washable and reusable face masks in Wau, Bentiu, Malakal, and Abyei. The 
facemasks will be distributed to local communities and frontline humanitarian workers.

IOM Burundi  is 
providing items 
such as blankets, 
soaps, dignity 
kits, wash basins, 
waste bins, and 
mosquito nets, 
to migrants 
in quarantine 
facilities.

A total of 9,200 
travelers have 
been screened 
for COVID-19 at 
Juba International 
Airport.

 IOM has recruited 
21 hygiene 
promoters in 
Bossaso and 
Baidoa.
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Case Management and Continuity of Essential Services

IOM Ethiopia has provided 15 litres of hand sanitizer and 1,800 surgical face masks in 
Semera and Dire Dawa. IOM Somalia has reached 58 stranded Ethiopian migrants at 
the Bossaso Ethiopian Community Centre and at Hargeisa Migrant Response Centre, 
with COVID-19 prevention information and distributed non-food items and PPE.

Logistics, Procurement and Supply Management

IOM South Sudan has supported two partners to integrate COVID-19 infection, 
prevention, and control in their flood response through the provision of critical 
WASH items, including multi-purpose soap, buckets, and water purification tablets. 
An estimated 11,100 flood-affected households will benefit from these WASH items.  
The procurement of critical WASH supplies to support COVID-19 preparedness and 
response will be delivered in the coming weeks. Personal Protective Equipment which 
has been procured will be released based on the review and allocation of partner 
requests by the COVID-19 inter-agency technical team. 

Protection

IOM Ethiopia is providing dignity kits and individual counselling and psycho-social 
support to returnees as well as social and health workers.  Over 700 people in West 
and East Wollega have been reached with community sensitization on Gender Based 
Violence awareness, basic concepts of mental health, and how to cope with COVID-19 
related social stigma. IOM Tanzania is providing protection assistance to migrants 
who have been negatively impacted by COVID-19, by providing shelter, psychosocial 
counselling, and medical assistance to migrants who were due for Assisted Voluntary 
Return and Reintegration  travel but who are unable to due to COVID-19 travel 
restrictions.    

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

IOM Somalia has reached more than 20,700 people directly and indirectly with 
COVID-19 awareness sessions in Baidoa, Doolow and Kismayu. IOM Tanzania is 
continuing to support the Voluntary Repatriation of Burundian refugees to Burundi in 
strict adherence to COVID-19 prevention measures.   

Displacement Tracking Matrix

IOM Burundi DTM continues with data collection at the United Republic of Tanzania 
and Democratic Republic of Congo borders as part of COVID-19 surveillance. IOM 
Djibouti is collecting data at migrant sites across the country daily, identifying 1,417 
stranded Ethiopian migrants across 19 sites. The needs of migrants include water, food 
and hygiene kits. IOM has also reached 5,390 persons including 509 migrants with 
COVID-19 messaging across Flow Monitoring Points in 5 regions.  At 7 Flow Monitoring 
Points IOM Somalia has reached 4,264 people entering and exiting the country with 
prevention messages. COVID-19 information was shared with 1,892individuals who 
reported to be unaware of the COVID-19 situation. IOM South Sudan conducted 
regular weekly assessments of COVID-19 preparedness and response measures 
across 90 locations, combining border points, airports, internal transit points, looking 
into the impact of implemented restrictions on different population groups, namely 
IDPs, migrants, host communities. DTM conducted 1,697 surveys, representing more 
than 5,307 individual journeys at active Flow Monitoring Points in border areas and 
internal transit hubs in the South Sudan.  In the United Republic of Tanzania, DTM has 
commenced Flow Monitoring at five PoEs on the Zanzibar islands.

IOM Ethiopia 
has provided 15 
litres of hand 
sanitizer and 
1,800 surgical 
face masks in 
Semera and Dire 
Dawa.

 IOM Tanzania 
is providing 
protection 
assistance to 
migrants who have 
been negatively 
impacted by 
COVID-19

In the United 
Republic of 
Tanzania, DTM 
has commenced 
Flow Monitoring 
at five PoEs on 
the Zanzibar 
islands.
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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Disputed Areas

Countries East and Horn of Africa

Source: International Air Transport Association 
(IATA)
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

Date: 1 October 2020

Disclaimer: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by 
IOM.

*Details of the travel restriction can be found 
on IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

Travel Restrictions in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region

Regional Data Hub | RDH


