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EAST & HORN OF AFRICA COVID-19 
SITUATION REPORT - #23

124,400
CONFIRMED CASES

1,981
CONFIRMED DEATHS

64,818  
TOTAL RECOVERED

5,396
CASES

3,390 
CASES

364
CASES

65,486
CASES

2,592
CASES

36,301
CASES

509
CASES

472
CASES

4,624
CASES

5,266
CASES

DJIBOUTI
RECOVERED: 5,331

DEATHS: 61

SOMALIA
RECOVERED: 2,812
DEATHS: 98

KENYA
RECOVERED: 23,364
DEATHS: 634

UNITED REPUBLIC 
OF TANZANIA
RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 374
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 2,767
DEATHS: 22

UGANDA
RECOVERED: 2,404
DEATHS:60

SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED:1,290
DEATHS: 49

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 305

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 25,988

DEATHS: 1,035

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

80,784 
Migrant Movements observed (DTM, 
July 2020) (73% reduction compared 
to July 2019)

579 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the 
Horn (DTM, July 2020) (94% reduction 
compared to July 2019)

6.3M
IDPs (July 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA)
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EHoA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of people infected with COVID-19 in East and Horn of Africa continues 
to increase with 124,000 number of people now carrying the disease. Migrants, 
including Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are among vulnerable groups likely to 
face the worst of impact of the pandemic compared to non-migrants. Migrants and 
those living  in displacement settings are more likely to be exposed to conditions in 
which COVID-19 is more likely to infect and spread, namely a lack of access to clean 
and sanitary conditions, coupled with poorer and makeshift and overcrowded living 
circumstances in which these groups often find themselves. An over-representation 
of pre-existing health issues tends to exist among this group, and post the onset of 
COVID-19,  a lack of access of access to Personal Protective Equipment, including face 
masks and sanitizers.  Migrants are also disproportionately at risk of being removed 
from countries against their will as governments seek fight the disease, potentially 
facing  detention, abuse and  experiencing stigma and xenophobia around COVID-19. 

As of September 16, the number of positive COVID-19 cases in the region stands 
at 124,400. 969 new cases have been reported in the last day with most new cases 
reported in Ethiopia (700 daily increase 1.1%), followed by Uganda (143 daily increase 
2.8%), Kenya (96 daily increase 0.3%) and Rwanda (22 daily increase 0.5%). Ethiopia 
remains the country with the highest number of confirmed cases in the region at 
65,486 (51.8% of total case), followed by Kenya 36,301 (29.2%), followed by Djibouti 
5,396 (4.3).

IOM is supporting governments throughout the region to respond to the pandemic in 
the areas of risk communication, disease surveillance, infection prevention and control, 
case management, ‘Points of Entry’ (PoEs), and procurement and logistics, among other 
areas. IOM is advocating for migrants, including IDPs, to be included in government and 
all responses to fight COVID-19. A regional financial appeal to assist migrant groups in 
East and Horn of Africa was launched in April for $71.6M. So far, 72% of the required 
funds have been received.  IOM has also launched an appeal for the Regional Migrant 
Response Plan for the Horn of Africa and Yemen for migrants along the ‘Eastern 
Route’– many of whom have been stranded trying to reach Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. 

A link to the EHoA COVID-19 appeal document; https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/
iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19

A link to the Regional Migrant Response Plan for Horn of Africa and Yemen’ (RMRP) 
2020 Appeal; https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/regional-migrants-response-plan-
horn-africa-and-yemen-2018-%E2%80%93-2020
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Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

IOM Ethiopia has reached 88,000 people with COVID-19 prevention information 
through door-to-door campaigns, mobile van messaging, and sensitization during 
distributions of essential and non-essential items. IOM has also conducted over 60 
jerrican cleaning campaigns. IOM South Sudan has reached over 5,700 people directly 
and indirectly with risk communication and mental health and psychosocial support 
messages in relation to COVID-19, aimed at behavioural and attitudinal change among 
displaced and conflict-affected communities in Protection of Civilian sites. Over 4,700 
reusable face masks were produced in various areas of South Sudan and distributed 
to prevent COVID-19. Over 1,900 people in Bentiu Protection of Civilians site and 
other locations were reached with COVID-19 risk and prevention messages, reusable 
facemasks, and provided plastic sheeting to improve hygiene. IOM conducted a rapid 
needs assessment where IDPs were informed about precautionary measures regarding 
COVID-19, social distancing and benefits of handwashing.  IOM is continuing with 
awareness raising activities to 45 livelihood beneficiaries and 135 community members 
in different locations. IOM also distributed over 2,800 cloth facemasks to over 1,400 
people. During the distribution, the team sensitized individuals on the use of the masks 
and other COVID-19 preventive measures. 
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sheeting to 
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Partnerships and Coordination

IOM South Sudan is participating in the Strategic Advisory Group, the National Task 
Force, COVID-19 National Steering Committee, Technical Working Groups, and 
State Task Forces with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
and other partners. IOM is also a member of the Needs Analysis Working Group, 
a key platform that provides decision-makers and responders with data and analysis 
on impact and needs. IOM is also continuing to lead the sub-committee on infection 
prevention and control/water sanitation and hygiene in communities and camp-like 
settings. In addition, IOM is participating in the Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Cluster Emergency Preparedness and Response technical working group to coordinate 
the COVID-19 response in Juba. Four partners of IOM, including the International 
Rescue Committee, Medair, Norwegian Refugee Council and Networks for Health, are 
conducting health, water and sanitation, and hygiene initiatives to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. IOM Burundi participated in the weekly Points of Entry (PoEs) national 
sub-commission meeting during which guide to community-based surveillance at PoEs 
was presented. IOM Burundi and authorities in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
are partnering to prepare for virtual cross border coordination meetings to discuss 
preparedness and response to epidemic outbreaks. IOM also met with the Migration 
Management Department (Commissariat Général des Migrations) to prepare a Health, 
Border and Mobility Management training course with a focus on COVID-19. 

IOM COUNTRY  RESPONSE

IOM has also 
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cleaning 
campaigns.



4

Disease Surveillance

IOM Ethiopia has registered and is providing non-food items such as blankets, 
soap, dignity kits, wash basins, mosquito nets, to over 680 migrants who have 
returned to the country and are currently in quarantine centres. IOM is also 
providing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to staff in quarantine centres. 
Onward transportation assistance has been given to over 75 returnees to 
travel back to their villages after completing a mandatory quarantine period. 
Hygiene promotion activities are ongoing in all supported quarantine facilities 
through staff who are also conducting awareness raising sessions, distribution 
of posters and leaflets, and audio messages.  

Points of Entry

IOM Burundi facilitated the installation of ‘waiting areas’ at six PoEs as part 
of COVID-19 prevention efforts and is providing logistical transport support 
to health and migration officers at PoEs. The procurement of IT equipment 
and motorcycles to facilitate the rehabilitation of several PoEs is ongoing. 
IOM South Sudan has screened over 7,000 travellers at the Juba International 
Airport and other locations as part of COVID-19 risk exposure reduction.

National Laboratory Systems 

IOM Kenya is providing COVID-19 testing for truck drivers in coastal Mombasa 
County, a main transit entry and exit point in the region. The testing provision 
will reduce the backlog of trucks blocked by COVID-19 movement restrictions 
and facilitate the movement of goods from Kenya to Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan. Over 3,000 tests have 
been conducted so far.

Infection Prevention and Control 

IOM Ethiopia has provided 28,000 litres of water to quarantine centres and 
is constructing and installing water tanks and taps in quarantine facilities to 
improve sanitation standards to reduce the risk of COVID-19 affecting such 
facilities. 

Logistics, Procurement and Supply Management

IOM South Sudan is procuring water, sanitation and hygiene supplies. Over 
15,570 buckets and 2,000 boxes of multi-purpose soaps has been provided 
to support the COVID-19 response working with IOM partners. IOM is 
also continuing with the purchase of WASH supplies to key logistics hubs 
which are still accessible by road with the aim of ensuring the uninterrupted 
provision of these items to IDPs. Some 28.7 metric tonnes of WASH supplies 
including buckets, water purification tablets and handpump spare parts are 
being prepositioned at one logistics hub. 
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Protection

IOM Uganda has organized and facilitated the repatriation of 113 Ugandan migrant 
workers from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), who had been stuck in the country 
due to job and income loss, movement restrictions and international flight bans, 
brought on by COVID-19. The repatriation was organized in partnership with national 
authorities and embassy representatives in KSA and Uganda, with the support from 
the IOM Regional Office in Nairobi. IOM Ethiopia is providing orientation on the 
mental health and psychosocial impact of COVID-19 and support mechanisms to 39 
government hygiene promoters, health extension workers, and school leaders. IOM has 
also conducted 4 awareness sessions on GBV and mental health aspects of COVID-19 
reaching 19 community members in another location. In quarantine facilities in Addis 
Ababa, IOM is providing psychological first aid and orientation to 148 migrants who 
have returned mainly from the Gulf, and referred 5 cases requiring specialized mental 
health support to respective support systems. IOM Tanzania has donated COVID-19 
related protective gear to local service providers on behalf of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs’ Anti-Trafficking in Persons Secretariat.

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

IOM Ethiopia in partnership with national government and other UN agencies has 
finalized SOPs for COVID-19 alert/outbreak for IDP sites in one location. IOM is 
also supporting the partitioning of communal shelters in the same location as part of 
COVID-19 camp decongestion plans and assessing and strengthening the functionality 
of hand washing stations in two locations. IOM South Sudan is incorporating COVID-19 
messaging and preventive guidance into all regular Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management activities across 3 Protection of Civilian sites. COVID-19 prevention 
messages are being disseminated throughout the Protection of Civilian sites via mobile 
speakers. Over 6,800 COVID-19 prevention facemasks have been produced by 29 
female IDPs. 

Displacement Tracking Matrix

DTM Ethiopia conducted an assessment targeting IDPs in 1,297 sites. The assessment 
revealed that COVID-19 had negatively impacted the employment of displaced persons 
in 77 percent of the sites. Forty percent of the IDPs said they mainly borrow money 
from family and friends to cope while 40% said they had adopted skipping meals as a 
coping mechanism. Shortage of food was reported in more than 1,150 of the survey 
sites while 87 of the sites reported shortage of hygiene kits. Inadequate non-food 
items and medicine were reported in 73 and 64 percent of the sites, respectively. More 
than 370 sites reported public awareness on COVID-19 while 643 sites reported 
minimal awareness on the same. More than 270 of the assessed sites reported no 
awareness on COVID-19. IOM Djibouti is collecting data daily at various migrant sites 
and has reached 5,030 persons including 699 migrants with COVID-19 awareness 
raising. DTM in South Sudan deployed staff to a monitoring mission to assess the 
COVID-19 situation at an established flow monitoring point. DTM is continuing with its 
COVID-19 mobility impact support, providing information on movement restrictions, 
active measures and the impact of the outbreak on different population groups in the 
country at 90 locations.  
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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Disputed Areas

Countries East and Horn of Africa

Source: International Air Transport Association 
(IATA)
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

Date: 10 September 2020

Disclaimer: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by 
IOM.

*Details of the travel restriction can be found 
on IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

Travel Restrictions in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region

Regional Data Hub | RDH
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Emergency kits have been provided to 181 beneficiaries in Ethiopia in the wake of COVID-19. The focus was  ON 
Woldia, Mersa, Habru, & Gubalafto woredas, North Wollo Zone(Amhara region)under the EU-IOM Joint Initiative 
in partnership with Save the Children Photo: © IOM

 IOM Tanzania 
is continuing to 
support voluntary 
repatriation 
of Burundian 
refugees to 
Burundi in strict 
adherence to 
COVID-19 
prevention 
measures.

For the first time 
in 27 months of 
flow monitoring 
activities, 
incoming 
movements 
were higher 
than outgoing 
movements.


