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EAST & HORN OF AFRICA COVID-19 
SITUATION REPORT - #16
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DJIBOUTI
RECOVERED: 4,992

DEATHS: 58

SOMALIA
RECOVERED: 1,562
DEATHS: 93

KENYA
RECOVERED: 7,908
DEATHS: 299

UNITED REPUBLIC 
OF TANZANIA
RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 301
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 1,005
DEATHS: 5

UGANDA
RECOVERED: 1028
DEATHS: 2

SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED:1,175
DEATHS: 46

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 191

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 6,526

DEATHS: 239

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

75,833 
Migrant Movements observed 
(DTM, June 2020) (70% reduction 
compared to June 2019)

1,008 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the 
Horn (DTM, June 2020) (90% reduction 
compared to June 2019)

6.3M
IDPs (June 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA)
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EHoA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in East and Horn of Africa continues to 
rise, with the disease now infecting over 48,000 people. 

Migrants, including Internally Displaced Persons (IPDs), and similar vulnerable groups are 
more likely to be disproportionately affected by the impact of COVID-19, compared 
to ordinary citizens. The migration routes taken by migrants and other groups on 
the move, and displacement settings by nature, are more exposed to conditions in 
which COVID-19 spreads.  A lack of access to clean and sanitary conditions and 
environments, the poorer and makeshift living circumstances in which these groups 
find themselves, overcrowding, and an over-representation of pre-existing health 
issues. Migrants and similar groups often do not have access to national public health 
services and may not feature in government response plans. Continuing widespread air, 
land, and sea border closures, movement restrictions such as lockdowns and curfews 
across the region, despite plans to lift some restrictions, are set to be particularly 
economically and financially devastating for these communities, as the governments 
seek to bring the pandemic under control. Since many of these groups rely on mobility 
to find work, income and do business, the economic recovery from COVID-19 and 
a return to ‘normality’ is set to be long. Migrants and similarly vulnerable groups may 
also not be able to observe some of the strict government measures that may go 
with the planned easing of mobility restrictions, such as social distancing, and Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) in the  post-COVID.

Meanwhile, thousands of migrants in East and Horn of Africa remain stranded along 
migratory routes in the region. A large number are in isolation and quarantine facilities, 
many in need of testing, access to medical care, non-food items and having other 
essential basic needs met. Migrants are also disproportionately at risk of experiencing 
stigma, xenophobia, and being blamed for COVID-19. There is evidence that some 
migrants have faced physical threats to their safety. The needs of these groups include 
access to medical care, testing for COVID-19, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), 
food, water, hygiene, sanitation kits and facilities, and psycho-social support and 
counselling.

As of July 29, the number of positive COVID-19 cases in the region stands at 48,584. 
1,336 new cases have been reported in the last day with most new cases reported 
in Ethiopia (653 daily increase 4.5%), followed by Kenya (606 daily increase 3.4%), 
Rwanda (47 daily increase 2.5%),and Somalia (16 daily increase 0.5%). Kenya remains 
the country with the highest number of confirmed cases in the region at 18,581 (38.2% 
of total case), followed by Ethiopia 15,200 (31.3%), followed by Djibouti 5,068 (10.4%).

IOM is supporting governments throughout the region respond to COVID-19 in the 
areas of risk communication, disease surveillance, infection prevention and control, 
case management, at ‘Points of Entry’ (PoEs), procurement and logistics, among other 
areas. IOM is advocating for migrants, including IDPs and similar groups to be included 
in government response to fight COVID-19. IOM has launched a regional appeal for 
East & Horn of Africa for $71.6M in April 2020, to meet the many needs of these 
communities. So far 60% of the required funds have been received. 

A link to the appeal can be found here; https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-
and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19

Funding Requirement: $71.6M

Funding Received: 60%
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Partnerships and Coordination

IOM Djibouti along with the national Ministry of Interior, the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD), EU Ambassadors, the UN Resident Co-ordinator, 
WFP, and UNICEF conducted a site visit to a government-led quarantine site in Ali 
Sabieh as part of joint efforts to assist thousands of stranded migrants. IOM South 
Sudan is participating in the national Strategic Advisory Group, National Task Force, 
COVID-19 National Steering Committee, Technical Working Groups, and State Task 
Forces with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, partners, 
and other stakeholders. IOM is also a member of the Needs Analysis Working Group, 
a key platform that provides decision-makers and responders with data and analysis 
on impact and needs. IOM is also helping draft the COVID-19 National Situation 
Report, which is submitted to the National Steering Committee weekly. IOM Burundi 
has participated in the Points of Entry (PoE) national sub-commission meeting to 
discuss implementation of COVID-19 activities related to POEs. IOM Burundi is 
also partnering with authorities in Democratic Republic of Congo to prepare for the 
upcoming virtual cross-border coordination meeting on COVID-19. IOM is also part 
of the Humanitarian Border Management/Health Border and Mobility Management 
trainings for border officials stationed at POEs between Burundi and neighbouring 
countries.  IOM Ethiopia is the lead agency in supporting the Government of Ethiopia 
with the support and management of more than 20,000 migrants who have returned to 
the country due to COVID-19. IOM is coordinating support to at least 35 quarantine 
facilities in Addis Ababa and regional locations.  IOM is also coordinating the delivery 
of non-food items donated by partners including the Norwegian Refugee Council and 
Ethiopian Red Cross society.  

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

IOM Ethiopia has reached over 6,500 individuals with COVID-19 hygiene awareness. 
IOM also trained 13 water sanitation and hygiene management committees. 

Disease Surveillance 

IOM Ethiopia is conducting disease surveillance in quarantine facilities, including assisting 
with registration, food, water, onward transportation and medical care as necessary.  
IOM is also distributing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), soap, clothes, utensils, 
handwashing stations and mosquito nets to quarantine facilities. IOM has screened 
and given medical care to over 102 returning migrants in the quarantine facilities and 
carried out medication needs assessment of hundreds of migrants in 3 quarantine 
facilities. 

Points of Entry

IOM Burundi has provided PPE including masks, as well as solar powered generators/ 
equipment to PoEs to improve the working conditions of healthcare workers assigned 
to border posts. The donation will also bolster preparation for disease outbreak, 
including COVID-19 and Ebola Virus Disease.  IOM has carried out needs assessment 
at PoEs to effectively respond to COVID-19. IOM is working on administrative 
formalities to establish no-contact waiting areas at PoEs. IOM Djibouti has trained 

IOM COUNTRY  RESPONSE
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19 people from Ali Sabieh Prefecture, the national, Customs, the National Institute of 
Public Health, and border police, on infection prevention and control and International 
Health Regulations. IOM South Sudan is continuing with COVID-19 screening at PoEs, 
provision of infection prevention and control/water sanitation and hygiene support 
at Juba International Airport and two other areas. Over 6,000 travelers at Juba 
International Airport and two other areas were screened for COVID-19 by IOM.  

National Laboratory Systems

IOM Ethiopia is continuing with its deployment of Laboratory Assistants at national 
COVID-19 testing laboratories at the Addis Ababa Science and Technology University, 
quarantine facility.  IOM Kenya has collected and tested over 700 COVID-19 specimens 
at the Busia and Malaba One Stop Border Points as part of activities to support the 
Ministry of Health to clear a backlog of truck drivers at the two border points.

Infection Prevention and Control 

IOM Kenya has conducted infection prevention and control training for 66 clinical and 
support staff at Ngong Hills Hotel, Trademark Hotel and one other quarantine sites in 
the capital Nairobi. 

Case Management and Continuity of Essential Services

IOM Djibouti is providing humanitarian assistance to vulnerable migrants in the Obock 
region as the number of stranded migrants arriving from Yemen continues to rise. 
Over 200 migrants in Masagara site, Obock were provided with food, hygiene kits 
and non-food items. Another 235 migrants arriving from Yemen and another areas 
received food as well as hygiene kits and non-food items. Over 100 migrants have been 
provided with food, water, and medical assistance at the Migrant Response Centre. 

Logistics, Procurement and Supply Management

IOM South Sudan has supported three partners with COVID-19 response in Juba, and 
two other Protection of Civilian sites. IOM is also providing critical water sanitation 
and hygiene items such as soap, aqua tabs and buckets as part of COVID-19 infection, 
prevention, and control. IOM is also providing handpumps, spare parts and chlorine to 
ensure access to clean water for handwashing that will assist 43,000 people in Nvolo.  
IOM is continuing with organizing the provision of water, sanitation and hygiene facilities 
over the next five months to ensure uninterrupted COVID-19 response during the 
expected rainy season.  

IOM Kenya has 
collected and tested 
over 700 COVID-19 
specimens at the 
Busia and Malaba 
One Stop Border 
Points.
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Protection

IOM Ethiopia is providing reintegration grants to unaccompanied migrant children 
in Addis Ababa.  IOM is supporting the Ministry of Women, Children and Youth 
Affairs (MOWCYA) to set up complaints and feedback mechanisms for Prevention 
of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse and Gender Based Violence in quarantine facilities.  
IOM Tanzania continues to provide protection to migrants who have been negatively 
impacted by COVID-19, by providing shelter, psychosocial counselling and medical 
assistance to Ethiopian and Somali migrants who were due for AVRR travel but who 
are unable to due to COVID-19 travel restrictions. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

IOM Ethiopia is preparing for the construction of safe distribution spaces to enhance 
social distancing.  The situation in the country has impacted access to beneficiaries 
where COVID-19 awareness raising, and mitigation activities are particularly needed. 
IOM South Sudan is adopting COVID-19 approaches for Camp Coordination and 
Camp Management functions by chairing virtual bi-weekly and monthly Protection of 
Civilian sites coordination meetings to address needs, identify gaps in service delivery, 
and ensure timely and relevant information sharing with humanitarian community. 
IOM Tanzania is continuing to support voluntary repatriation of Burundian refugees to 
Burundi in strict adherence to COVID-19 prevention measures. 

Displacement Tracking Matrix

IOM Burundi’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is continuing with flow monitoring 
data collection for COVID-19 surveillance at Burundi’s borders with the United Republic 
of Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo.  IOM Djibouti is collecting data at 
migrant sites across the country daily. Over 1,400 stranded Ethiopian migrants were 
identified across 21 sites. They are in need of water, food, hygiene kits and non-food 
items. IOM reached over 6,000 people including over 2,000 migrants with COVID-19 
awareness messages across six flow monitoring points in country.  IOM Ethiopia DTM 
recently completed its 22nd round of Site Assessment and 5th round of its Village 
Assessment Survey and included COVID-19 related indicators in its assessment tools. 
The data is currently undergoing review before sharing with partners.  IOM South Sudan 
is continuing to conduct weekly assessments of mobility and COVID-19 preparedness 
at 19 displacement sites and 56 points of entry/transit hubs.  DTM teams and partners 
have been conducting and collating data on entries and exits at main displacement sites 
in Juba and four other sites as part of the population movement monitoring. The South 
Sudan team finalized weekly submission for the DTM Global COVID-19 Mobility Impact 
exercise which is providing information on movement restrictions, active measures and 
impact of the outbreak on different population groups and 87 locations across the 
country, including land and border points, airports, internal transit points and areas 
such as towns and cities. A virtual prioritisation workshop was conducted for the 
PoE Technical Working Group. The workshop was meant to inform the Technical 
Working Group and provide recommendations for the ongoing re-prioritisation 
discussions.  IOM is gathering weekly multi-sectoral updates on population movements 
at key transit points, areas and sites, affected population categories, type of measures 
imposed, ongoing response and needs, to feed into ongoing COVID-19 response. 

IOM Tanzania 
continues to provide 
protection to migrants 
who have been 
negatively impacted 
by COVID-19, by 
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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*Details of the travel restriction can be found on 
IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

SOURCE: 
International Air Transport Association (IATA)
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

DATE: 23 July 2020

DISCLAIMER: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not imply 
o�cial endorsement or acceptance by IOM.
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